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PREFACE 


TIVES are «ſually Read with 
a greater Pleaſure and Ap- 


4 plication, than any ether kind 
/ Writing; and it muſt be 
— cou d, that when rightly cho- 

en, they give us the moſt uſeful Views of 

umane Nature, and the juſteſt Repreſen- 
ations of Virtue and Vice. 

But then it's obſervable, that the World 
gs chiefly fend of knowing their Story, who 
have acted the moſt Embroil'd and Buſie 
Parts of Life ; have Commanded Armies, or 
anag d Surprizing Turns of State; have by 
Policy or War made themſelves Famous, the 
ubject of common Obſervation and Diſcourſe; 
Pr hurryd on by Ambition, and other de- 

ructive Paſſions, have laid Countries Waſte, 
and done fatal Miſchiefs to Mankind. 

And ſo far have Mens Inclinations been 

ratify d and encourag'd, that the World is 

daily more and more over-ſtock'd with this ſort © 
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of Lives, which, as commonly written, have a } 
fatal Influence «pon our Minds, and prove y 
very pernicious to Religion. They give a 4 
dangerous Turn to our Thoughts, aud infeft | C 
7. 
d 


the Soul with wreng Notions of Things, The 
little regard that's had to Juſtice and Piety, 
in the Characters of Princes and Warriours ;  /; 
And the Praiſes that are given to all their n 
ſucceſsful Actions, kewever! violent ad 70 
bloody; the Magnificent Deferiptions of Are 
mies and Battles, with the Glory that til 
farrounds the Head of the Fortunate and 
Bold : Al theſe inſlame thife Paſſions in us, 
which our Religion requires us to ſubdue. A 
wild Ambition fires the Mind, and drives 
it furiouſly on, in purſait of miſtaken Ho- 
nour, until at laſt the true Temper of Chri- 
ſtianity is quite deſtroy d; that Humility 
and Meekneſs; that Deadneſs to the World, 
and Submiſſion to the Will of God; with 
that Juſtice and Charity to Men, which make 
up ſo great a Part of the Chriſtian Life: For 
will be hard to perſuade Mankind, that Vi- 
olence and Injuſtice are Crimes, while thoſe 
who committed them are applauded in Sto - 
ry: or that to be Meek and Lowly, are ne- 
ceſſary Duties, while even in Chriſtian An- 
nals, the Cruel and Vain-glorious make the 
greateſt Figures, and are the conſtant Subjealy fd uv, 
of Panegyrick and Praiſe. of On 
To remedy theſe Miſchiefs in ſome N did ſo 


1 An- 
e the 
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It were greatly to be deſir d, that the World 
were furniſh'd with a ſuſſic ient Number of a- 
not her kind of Lives; of thoſe who have been 
Great in Religion and Goodneſs; and ſtudy' d 
ro Conquer their Corruptions, 4s their moſt 
dangerous, if not ouly Enemies; who have 
ſpent their Lives in the Service of God, and 
made it their conſtant Buſineſs to do Good 
to Mankind. # | 

Such Lives as thefe, we might reaſonably 
hope wou d very much ſer ve the Intereſts of Re- 
ligion, by proving an Antidate to the Poiſon 
of thoſe other Hiſtories, which are ſo deſtru- 
tive to it. They wou d repreſent Fiety not in 
Notion but in Life, with all its Charms about 
it; and ſhew,not only the Poſſibility;but De- 
lightful Fa/ane/s. of a Religious Converſati- 
on. The Pleaſure of Narrat ive won d [till en 
gage our Attention,and ps event a Wearineſs, 
which few can eſcape, vben only Books of Rea- 
ſoning and Argument are before' them. And 
bright Examples of Holineſs, faithfully Re- 
preſented, cou'd hardly fail of awakening good 
Thenghts in our Minds; of touching us with ſad 


= Refledtions upon our own Behavuour, ſo diffe- 


rent from what we read of others; and exci- 
ting ſtrong De/ires of. followingiſuch Patterns. 
Ibis is the. End propos d iu Publiſhing the 


Subject VL wing Lite. J is hop'd that the Character 


eaſureſ did ſo eminently. ſhine, may contrebute ſome- 
110+ 


One, in whom every Chriſtian Grace 


what 


V1 


his Early Piety, may animate the Youth a- 


Reſolutions in our Minds, of following ſo great 


tues, was what might benefit the World; 
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what towards raiſing 2 Spirit of true Religi- 
on in this Age; that the Confideration of 


mong us; of his conſtant Devotions, may 
quicken our Zeal ; of his Juſtice, his Charity, 
and univerſal Goodneſs, may ftir up laſting 


an Example. of theſe through all the Parts of 
Virtue and Holineſs. 
Aud ſo well was the Character of that Ex- 
cellent Perſon eftabliſÞ'd and known, that he 
was very fem Days laid in his Grave, when ſe- 
veral good Men, without being acquainted with 
one another's Thoughts,conſpir'd in Opinion; ry » 
that a faithful Account of his Life and Vir- 


which they accordingly at ſeveral times pro- 
pos d to a Perſon nearly concerned in his Me- B 
mory; and who, they believ'd, wou d be moſt ¶ the 
Zealous to have ſuch a Work undertaken. Life, 
Nor would theſe Hopes have appear d in Ito th 
the leaſt Iu.grounded, had Mr. Bonnell's Life hig C 
been the Work of a Pen, which tas once ex · ¶ put /; 
pected, or rather, defir'd, would have Been mo/? 
employ d in it; which could have ſet his Vir- Irm. 
tues in their true Light, and drawn bis Cha- 4. 
racter with all its juſt Ad vantage s. But fincePape 
theſe expectations have fail d, the World muſt Life; 
be ſatisfied with this Work, as tis now Pub- Bonn 
liſh'd ; of which I can only ſay,that I have put D 
the Informations,which were given me, faith- 


ful 
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fully together; for tho I was no flranger to 


Mr. Bonnell, yet I could not, from any Kuow- 
of Y ledge or Obſervation of my own, pretend to 
a- i give the World bis Character. f 


But this defect was in great meaſure made 
ty, 4p by the Materials wherewith I was furniſp d 
ing for a Work of this Nature; I had large Me- 
eat morials of his Life put into my Haus, drawn 
5 by his moſt intimate Friends, both in En- 
gland and Ireland, by thoſe, upon whoſe XKnow- 
E- edge and Fidelity the Reader may ſafely de- 
be pend ; chiefly the Reverend Mr.Strype, men- 
ſe- tim d more than once in the Life; who, as he 
vith Knew Mr. Bonnell from his Childhood, ſo ve- 
ion; ry much encourag'd the Publiſhing his Cha- 
Vir- racter ; and readily gave his aſſiſting Hand 
ld; ¶ to this Work, without which, it muſt have 
pro- ¶ been much more Im perfect than it now is. 
Me- But the Reader will eaſily perceive, that 
moſt ¶ the principal Materials for Mr. Bonnell's 
en. Life, are his own private Papers, and that. 
into them the World is chiefly Indebted for 
5 Life hi Character; my chief Buſineſs being, to 
ce ex · ¶ put ſuch of his Meditations together, as gave 
Been moſt Light to any Paſſages of his Life, or con- 
Vit - rn d the Inftances given of his Pietz. 
And now that I have named his Private 
f Papers, which are ſo oft en referr d to in the 
d mul Life; I muſt acquaint the Reader, that Mr. 
v Pub- Bonnell, for many Tears together, almoſt eve- 
2ve put y Day, put down ſome devout Thoughts in 
faith. Mritim; 
ful) 
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"Writing; and has left behind him many Vo- 

! lumes of Meditations and Prayers on every | 
Duty of Religion; On the Difficulties, aud 
en the Comforts of it; On every Virtue, an 
every Sin; On the Weakneſs and Wicked- 
neſs of Man; On the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
God ; On all the Myſteries of our Faith, and 
the ponderſul Methods of Divine Providence 
to Redeem and Save us; on Death and Judg: 
ment ; the Pains of Hell, and Joys of Fleas 
den. Theſe Papers ſhew the conſtant Frame 
and Temper of his Mind ; the Warmth and 
Sincerity ef his Dev»tions ; what was the 
great Braſs cf. his Thoughts, and how he em-| 
ployed his Retirements, They contain his. ſe- 
cret Complaints, Reſolutions and Delines; 
with proper Motives, and earneſt Prayers, to 
confirm him in his Duty. And all theſe . be- 
ing Writ only for his own, private Uſe, de- 
Hand for no Eye kicks fa that of Hea- 75 
vn; Iceuld not but conclude, that they give +, 
us the trueſt V ic of bis Piety, and are the 715 / 
Beſt Vouchers I could produce for the Truth offi 7 
his Character; and Conſequently, that tie m * 
more of his, Meditations were {nſerted inthe . 

Liſe, it would not only: Fa X 


e the more /eſul 
But the World would have the juſier Noti oo 
ous of his, Excellencies; fince theſe Hai ters 
| Life, p. 196. Tings, he deult, were, what he himſelf call] on 
them, The Tranſcript of his Heart. 
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With theſe Materials 1 was enabled to 
carry on the Life; which conſiſts of Two Parts. 
The firſt contains Mr. Bonnell's Hiſtory, 
with ſuch of his Meditations as were proper 
to Illuſtrate every part of it, and give a ge- 
eral View of his Piety: The other conſiſts of 
his Character at Large, and ſhews: how he 
diſcharg d every Duty that we owe to God and 
Man, and is clos d with bis Character in 
ſhort, and ſome proper Inſerences drawn from 
the whole. i 

The Work being drawn up according to this 
Method, I durſt not venture it abroad into 
the World, till it was Perus d by thoſe, who 
were moſt intimately acquainted with Mr. 
Bonnell, and could make the beſt Judgment 
of any Account of his Life. Some Eminent 
Biſhops of our Church, were pleaſed to look 
it over; who, under their Handi, have con- 
firm'd the Truth of his Character, and allow'd 
their Atteſtations to be Publiſh'd, for the Sa- 
tisfattion of the World, But as none knew 
Mr. Bonnell better than the Biſhaps of Kil- 
more and Derry, ſo, / muſt acknowledge, that 
their Lordſhips were at the Trouble, of giu- 
ing me their Thoughts at large, of every part 
of the Life: They ſet me right in ſome Mat- 
ters of Fact, and I made ſeveral Alterati- 
ons in it by their Advice. It was Examin'd 
likewiſe by ſeveral Divines, upon whoſe Tudg- 
ment aud Friend/hip I could moſt\rely ; who. 

b made 
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made ſeveral Obſervations on it, which were 


uſeful to me. 


But ſo great a part of this Work confiſt- [ 
ing of Mr. Bonnell's Private Meditations, 


I think it here proper to obviate one Obje- 


"(tion againſt the Fubliſhing of them: Some 


may think, they are not fo fir for Publick 
View, having been never intended for it by 
the Compoſer of them, wanting his laſt 
Hand, and being not ſo correct as he could 


have made them. But to this I anſwer, | 


That Mr. Bonnell's never intending theſe 


Meditations for the Publick, 7s ſo far from 


being an Objection of Weight againſt them, 
that it is an undeniable Argument of the Sin- 
cerity of his Piety, and of his being really 
what they repreſent him. 4 Man may ſpeak 
and write very Piouſly, and yet not be truly 
Pious ; he may Publiſh pious Books, and yet 


be an Hypocrite: Waorldly Deſigns of Inte- 


reſt and Fame may be the Motives of thoſe 
ſpecious Appearances, and render a Diſguiſe 
of Piety neceſſary for him. But that Piety 
which dwells in the Cloler, we ought to pre- 
ſume Sincere; and thoſe Meditations which 
were written there, and never deſign d for a 
more Publick Appearance, do certainly fpeak 
the Language of that Soul which - tompos'd 
them, Now, the End of Writing Mr. Bon- 
nell's Life, being to give ſuch a juſt Repre- 
ſentation of his Excetlencies, as might eu- 
age 
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| gage others to follow his Example ; it was ne- 


ceſſary to give ſuch Proofs of their Truth and 
Reality, as might ſatisfie the World: And 
what better could be deſir d, than thoſe ſe- 
cret Memorials of himſelf, thoſe private 
Breathings of his Soul, wherein he ſpeaks to 
God without any Temptation to Vanity, or 
Need of Reſerve. ies 

Tis therefore by theſe we are chief! y to 
judge of Mr. Bonnell ; from them we may ſee 


4 how he lahoured to overcome the World, and 
himſelf ; to get above the Eſteem and Fear 


of Men; to inflame his Soul with the Love 
of God, and fix every Virtue there. And al- 
though every Inſtance given us of his Piety, 
might be fully prov d by many more Teſtimo- 
nies, than tis thought neceſſary to produce 
lere; yet the Reader will, no doubt, look up- 
on his Private Meditations to be the moſt de- 
monſtrative Arguments of his real Goodneſs ; 
ince the Teſtimonies of Men could reach no 
arther than his outward Conduit and Beha- 
viour : But every Evidence does happily con- 
cur to prove his Character; bis humble Beba- 
viour, his inoffenſive Life, and heavenly Con- 
ve / ſation, was matter of Wonder and Obſer- 
vation wherever he was known; and is now 
confirmd to the World, by what ſo many 

xcellent Perſons of the moſt ſacred Cha- 
racter have declared; and bis Private Me. 
tations ſhew the inward Senſe and Since- 


X11 


moſt Right 70 bis Memory. 
"the following Life, which I ſhall here tali 
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rity of bis Heart; how free he was from Hy- 1 
pocriſie and falſe Pretences ; they lay open 
his very Thoughts, and thoſe ſecret Princi-| 
ples of Virtue and Religion, which influen- 
ced his Actions, and governd his Life. 

I will readily grant, that theſe Meditati- 
ons would have come abroad more Correct 
and Perfect than they now are, had they been 
Publiſh'd by their Author ; his laft Hand 
would have given them ſome finiſhing Beau- 
ties, which they all have mt now in an e- 
qual degree, yet, as they are, they expreſs| 
ſuch Strains of Devotion, as muſt needs be 
of great Benefit to every well-diſpoſed Rea- 
der ; there is a Sweetneſs and Spirit in them 
very rarely to be met with; and none will 
make the Compariſon without obſerving, That 
ve y few Study'd Pieces of Devotion, Pub- 
liſh'd by the Authors themſelves, do exceed, 
or even equal Mr. Bonnell's Private and 
Occaſional Compoſures. 

Nor can it be any injury to his Memory, 
to Publiſh thoſe Remains, which he intended 
to conceal ; for his very Deſign of concealing 
them, raiſes their Value; for otherwiſe the) 
had not been ſuch certain Arguments of hi, 
Piety, as they now are: And what does leſ 
Illuſtrate and Confirm his Character, docs 


I have met with another Oljeion agaiv| 


ſom 
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ſome notice of, "which is, that it runs too 


met with, his Life ought not to have been 


vate, and he was-only great in V irtue and 
Religion. The Lives of Princes, Stateſmen, 
and Generals, muſt be written, whether they 
have been good Men or no ; "becauſe their 
Lives make up the general Hiſtory of King- 
doms and States, and conſequently: of the 
World; and tis fit that their Vices ſhould 
be laid open as well as their Virtues, that 
ſo thoſe who ſucceed them in their Homurs 
and Employment i, may be encouragd to Imi- 


That] ate. their Virtues, that fo they may en- 
ub. ui Honour and Praiſe upon there Names, 
ceed M114 avoid their V. tes, that they may ſe- 
and cure themſelves from Infamy and Ne proach 
with Poſterity, But the World has no uſe 

nor y for a Private Man's Life, if there be no- 
ended thing extraordinary in it, but only a com- 
ealinl nen Mixture of Virtues and Frailties, ſuch 
e the) 15 are matter of daily Obſervation. The 
of "ff T.ife of a Private Man ſhould only be Pub- 
Le 1/he4. when bis Virtues are very ſhining, 
» ee 11d bis Goodneſs ſo remarkable, that his Ex- 
| ample may do good to Mankind. But when 
again] + May's Life is Primitive and Apoſtolical, 
; b 3 when 


much in the ſtrain of Panegyrick and Com- 
mendation. But it 'is to be confidered in 
anſwer to this, thut if Mr. Bonnell's Piety 
had not been of à Strain very rarely to be 


Publiſhed at all, ſince his Station was pri- 
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xiv 


ſcription on 


Mr. Bonnel's 


Monument, 


drawn up by Faction, * unſhaken Fidelity, as neither 


| — Biſhop of Evy or Malice durſt ever r ſeem to ſuſpect; 
n. 
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See the In- when Prudence and Goodneſs, Probity and 
Piety, Meekneſs, and Patience ; — ſuch 


ſimplicity of Manners, - ſuch freedom from 


when theſe make up a Man's real Character, 
tis then fit to acguaint Mankind with ſuch 


Virtues, and propoſe ſuch a Pattern to their 


Imitation, which cant be done without Praif- 
es ; fince in ſuch a Caſe, a bare Relation will 
become a Paxegyrick. 

L ſhall Ala this Preface, with the 


Teſtimonials of theſe' Right Reverend Fathers 


of our Church, who Peraſed this Work, and 
confirm all 1 bave ſai of Mr. Bonnell. 
The Lord Biſhop of Kilmore's T boughts of 
him, the Reader will find at — In his 
Funeral Sermon added te the Lite, and the 


Advertiſement that goes before Mea), 


.THE 


"xy } 
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HE Reading the Lives of Pious Per- 
ons, having always been found to 
be of ſingular Advantage, towards both the 
kindling and enflaming Devotion in the 
Hearts of the Readers, and alſo to lead them 
inſenſibly into the ſincere Practice of it, 
when, repreſented in its molt beautiful and 
lovely Dreſs ; I cannot forbear earneſtly to 
recommend the follow ing Liſe of Mr: James 
Barnell, to all piouſly affected Perſons: 
Wherein they will and ſuch a Spirit of De- 
votion; fo many Marks of a true, ſincere, 
and unaffected Piety. ; (which was diſcern- 
able in him, io his Life · time, by all us who 
knew him) ſuch ardent Breathings of his 
Soul to God in Secret, and ſuch a total and 
entire Reſignation of his Will to God's 
Will upon ſeveral Occaſions; as can hard- 
ly fail of begetting the like Diſpoſition in 
the devout Reader, who peruſes it with a 
Mind piouſly and devoutly inclined. 
| therefore do approve of the Publiſh- 
ing the following Lite ; and do pray God 
it may have its due Effet upon the Hearts 
; of all its Readers; That having ſo excel- 
'HEW lent a pattern for their Imitation, they way 
be Transform'd into its Likenels, — 


Na reifſus Dublin, 
b 4 Having 
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Aving with great Satisfaction read 
I Mr. Bomell's' Life and Character, 
(faithfully Collected and Written by the 
Arch - Deacon of Armag h,) I do moſt hear- 
tily recommend it to all pious and devout 
Chriſtians; in which they will find an 
Heart filfd with Divine Love, and Uni- 
verſal Charity, aſcending to Heaven on 
the Wings of moſt conſtant and moſt 
fervent Prayers; and a Life truly Primi- 
tive, adorn'd with all'the Native Beauties 
of ſincere Religion. They will alſo fee the 
great Bleſſing of good Parents, and the 
vaſt Advantages of an early Piety ; and 
will, I hope, perſuade their neareſt Rela- 
tives to dedicate and devote themſelves 
to the Service of the Lord in their Youth, 
(as this Gentleman did at Ten Years old) 
before they are Tainted and Infected with 
the Leproſie and Contagion of Sin; which 
will have great Influence over them all 
their Life after, as it apparently had on 
him. For as he grew in Years, he en- 
creas d in all Virtues! and Graces; ' and 
became an eminent Preſident of uniform 
Obedience, profound Humility, and en- 
tire Reſignation in all Conditions. He 
was a true Son of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and a moſt exact Obſerver of her Rules and 
Offices ; He was alſo exceedingly Charita- 
S2 2 4 | C | ble 


| 4 xVii J 
ble to the Poor; and always Zealous in 


2d the Promotion of biet, and Extirpation 
er, of Vice; in which, 1 beſeech God to 
the grant, that all who Read his Life, may 


be his faithful Followers, and ſtrict Imi- 
tators. | 


Rich. Meath. 


* ” „ - * 
— — 
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L. Derry, Sept: ad. 2703, 
SIR, 
Underſtand that your Brother is about 


to Publiſh an Account of Mr. Bonnell's 
ife, and in it ſeveral Meditations compos'd 


by that Good Man. I am of Opinion, ke will 

th, nd it no eafie matter to da Juſtice to his 
1d) emory or Character; there being ſ. mething 
1th 1 him ſo peculiarly ſhining and attractive, 
ich hat it's hard to give it a due Repreſentati- 
all Wor in one's Mind,much more to deſcribe it ſo, 

on Was to make others concerve it. I haue look'd 

en- over ſeveral Pieces left by him, but perceive 
and I they are firſt Drafts of his Thoughts; that 
rm be never revis'd them, and that they are ra- 


en- ther Expreſſions of the Devout Temper of 
He | his Mind, than Inſtances of what he could 
ch, bave done, if he bad defign'd them for the 
and NW Pablick. For he had an Accuracy and Ex- 
ita- I aneſs in bis Judgment, that few can * | 
an 


[ xvi J 
and was joft to his Friends, when they put 
bim to exerciſe it on any thing they had com 
pos d, but much more ſevere to himſelf. His 
Taſte of what was Excellent, was ſo curious, 
that I do not remember him miſtaken in any 
Author; or that the Excellenctes or Failure 
of any that he read eſcaped him. 
I muſt confeſs my ſelf unable to undertake 
ſuch an excellent Piece as I figure to my ſelf} 
the juſt Image of Mr. Bonnell would mate; 
eſpecially his Piety, Humility, and Sweetneſi 
of Temper, were ſo Eminent and Singular, that 
he muſt have a very happy Pen, that can de. 
ſeribe them ſo, as to make the Reader appre· 
bend the peculiar Charms and Graces that al 
moſt raviſh'd thoſe that convers'd with him. 
A to his piety, it had a degree of Warmth! 
and Zeal, that ſeem d near Enthuſiaſm ; to- 
gether with all the Solidity, Conſtaucy, and 
Regalarity, that the Principles of Reaſon and Pl. 
Revelation are apt to produce, in a Mind that * ve 
fincerely gives it ſelf up to be conducted by Dy 
them ; the Example was moſt Edifyiez, aud ** 
ſtirred up many to Imitation. 12 
As to his Humility aud Sweetneſs of Tem. the 
per, they were extraordinary, aud made him 
comply with his Friends, in ſeveral Inſtauces 
that otherwiſe would have been very une aſie 
to him ; he ſeem d to haue as little of Self in ſhi 
his ewn Opintons or Act ions, as any that J ever 
knew ; aud could, with the greate/t Chear- 


ſalneſs, 


[ xx 


fulneſs, ſacrifice his own Intereſ and Eaſe to 
the Publick, or bis Friends. 

He bad a peculiar Value for Friendſhip, 
and the Art, in Perfection, of managing it 
to advantage; eſpecially that part of it, that 


ey Put 


com 
Hi 
ar 10us, 


* is exerciſ d in Reproofs ; in which he was ſuch 
a Maſter, that he could gain acceſs into the 

ate reugheſt Minds, and repreſent to them their 

elf, Faults, with ſo much Artifice, that they could 


not but ſee and acknowledge their Deformity, 
without being offended at him who held the 
Glaſs to them Fe could do this, not only to 
Friends, (with whoſe Humour he was ac- 


nate; 
etneſi 
, that! 


*. Y guainted) but likewiſe to Strangers with ſuch 
natal © peculiarity of Addreſs, that he ſometimes 
in. laid the Foundation of Friendſhip in a Re- 


proof, tho it be too often the Cauſe of its 
diſſolution. 

He afted towards all with Prudence and 
Plainneſs ; he could very well penetrate into 
hte Hearts and Defigns of Men. And his 
% by Diſcoveries were attended with Faithfulneſs 
„and Secreſie : His Friends were commonly 
without Reſerve towards him, and reckoned 
Tem. | themſelves ſecure. in their Applications to 
him, aud his Advices to them. 

For my own part, I efteemed my ſelf very 
happy im tha Intereſt I had in bis _Friend- 
elf in ſhip ; ibe Remembrance of him ſticks cloſe 
to my 'Thaughts; I learned much from him, 
and 1 fnd. a Loſs in his Death not cafre to 


neſs, be 


wrmth! 


[xx]. 

ze retrieved; which renews my Concern for c 
him even time I think of ee 0 
Tho? therefore 1 can t much encourage the 

Publiſhing his Life, by reaſon of the Diff. 
culty of the Subject; yet I heartily wiſh it 
may be ſo done, as to ſet my Friend's Cha- 
rafter in a due Light; which, I hope, might il «| 
ze a Benefit to the N rid: Or that 7 could MY « | 
contribute any thing to it : Which is the Pears « | 
Tek. Y 
4 


ty Defire and Wiſh of 


To the Re- 
how = Your Affe doe 


Andrew Ha- ok 9 

- 5 a Arch Humble 2 19 

i Abbe. N: 

| LEA Derry. . s 

| 

My Lord Biſhop of Derry's Thou hrs vl 
of Mr. Bonnell, will further appear from 

the Inſcription on his Monument, Writ- 9 

ten by his Lordſhip.” ”4 

eee 

/ a U 0 

Lidverich april 27, 1705. Ch 

6 2 

Reverend Sir, ; 


Do highly approve your „ Deſign of 
obliging the World with a new F- } To 
dition of Mr.Boxnells Life : For a faith- M 
ul Repreſentation of rhoſeChriſtian Gra- 


ces, 


[ xxt ] 

© ces, which ſo eminently appeared in that 
Excellent Perſon, muſt needs do the more 
* Good, the more Publick it is made.. 
© [t is a Fault too viſible in ſome, who 
© have apply'd themſelves to the Writing 
© of Lives, that they are very laviſh and 
© Extravagant in the Commendation of 

& © thoſe whoſe Characters they pretend to 
veare ff © Publiſh ; as if they Study d more to raiſe 
their Value, than give an Impartial ac 
* count of their Merit. 

* But the Gentleman, whoſe Life you 
© have undertaken, was in all reſpects fo 
* highly Deſerving, that you are in no leſs 
* Danger of being condemn'd by thoſe 
* who knew him, for not having done 
* Juſtice to his Memory, than by thoſe 
* who did not, for having over-rated his 
* Worth. 

© | beſeech God to aſſiſt you in this 
* good Work, and reward you for it ; and 
* may all who come to the Knowledge of 
* Mr. Bonnel's Life, be provok d to a pi- 
* ous Emulation of his Virtues, that at laſt 
* they may reap the Fruits of their Piety 
* in the Salvation of their Souls. I am, 


n of 2 - Reverend Sir, 

v E- To the Reverend Tour very AﬀeRtionate 

ith- MrWWiliam Ha- Brother and Humble 
milton, Arch-dea» Servant, 

Gra- con of Armagh, 


Tho, Lymerick, 


[ xxit J 
Clogher, December 1702. 

Reverend Sir, 
Have with great Satisfaction perus'd 
your Account of Mr. Bonnell's Life | 
and Character, and his Meditations that 
are interſpersd ; through which there 
* ſhines a true Spirit of Chriſtian Piety : 
And as [I had the Happineſs to be well ac- 
* quainted with him, and was conſequent- 
* ly a juſt Admirer of his truly valuable 
good Qualities, and Chriſtian Virtues, | 
* of his extraordinary Piety, his unaffected 
* Humility, and his unwearied Zeal for | 
the promoting Religion and Virtue ; fo 
I do hope, and with Aſſurance promiſe 
my ſelf, that a faithfulAccount of all theſe 
may do abundance of good in the World; 
holy Examples being undoubtedly the 
* beſt Arguments for Piety, and convinc- 
ing Men much ſooner than any Sermons 
* or Diſcourſe. TRE 

] do therefore heartily approve of your 
Deſign in . Publiſhing what you have 
* Communicated to me; and that his 
good Example may influence many to 
an Imitation of his holy Life and Con- 
* verſation,is the earneſt Prayer of, 


6 Reverend Sir, 
To the Reyerend Tour very AfﬀeAionate 
Mr. Milliam Ha- Bro: her and Humble 
milton, Arch- dea- Servant, 


con of Armagh, 


St. Geo. Clogher, 


D Xx11_] 


Have peruſed the olleging Life of 
Mr. James Bonnell, and do find there 
uch a juſt Repreſentation of that ſincere 
naffected Piety, which ſhined ſo clearly 
n that excellent Perſon, that I earneſtly 
ecommend the Reading of it to the World; 
ind do beſeech God it may have the Ef- 
e& which is propofed by Publiſhing ir, 
o recover the true Spirit and Power of 
Religion in this Age. 


Edi. Done & Connor. 
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P. M. 8. 11 
Jacobi Bonne li Armigeri, ö 


Cujus exuviæ ung cum Patris & duorum fili. 
orum Alberti & Samuelis, jaxta ſitæ ſunt. 

Regibus CAROLO II JACOBO II & 
GULIELMO Illi erat 4 Rationibus Generali- 
bus in Hibernia : remporibus licet incertis do- 
minis fidus, ab omni factione immunis, nemini 
ſuſpectus, omnibus charus. 

Natus eſt Novembris 14* 1653. Patre Sa- 
muele, qui propter ſuppetias Regie Familie exu- 
lanti largiter exhibitas, Officio Computatoris 
Generalis Fiſci Hibernici, An“ Dom. 1661, 
una cum filio remuneratus eſt- Avo Daniele, 
Proavo Thoma, qui ſub DUCE ALBANO Re- 
ligionis ergo Flandria patria ſua exul, Norvi- 
cum in Anglia profugit, ubi mox Civis, & de- 
mum Prætor. r 

Pietate avit & pene congenita imo primevi 
6 Apoſtolica, Eruditione, prudentia, probitate, 
comitate, & morum ſimplicitate conſpicuns. 

Manſuetudine, patientia, & ſuper omnia Cha- 
ritate inſignis. Urbem hanc exemplo & pra- 
ceptis meliorem, morte mæſtam reliquit. Obiit 
Aprilis 28. 1699. 8 * 

Monimentum hoc ingentis doloris publici pre- 
ſertim ſui exiguum pro meritis, poſuit Conjux 
meſtiſſima Jaua e Coninghamorum Gente. 
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1 Exemplary LIFE 

tre Sa- A N D 

wif  ARACTER 
aniele, o F < | 
JO Re- 

wor Janes Bonnell Eſq; &c. 


Ames Bonnell, Eſq; Was 14, Bonnell's 
l born at Genoa the 14th Bireb and 
8 AN of November 1653. He Family. 
vas Son (by Reberca, 
Daughter of Thomas Say- 
we |= 2 /h er near Norwich, Eſq;) 
twWo Samuel Bonnell, Mer- 
chant, whoreſided ſome 


obitate, 

5. 

ia Cha- 
& pra- 

. Obiit 


ics pra- 
Conjux 
e. 


Time at Genoa, and many Years at Leg- 

born; where the great Trade he carried 

on, his ſweet and obliging Behaviour, but 
B 


eſpeci- 
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His Father's 
Ch. ratter, 


don, Merchant; his great Grandfather, Tho- 


The Exemplary LIFE of 
eſpecially the Piety and Integrity of his pig 


Life, procur'd him great Credit and Eſteem. % 


His Grandfather was Daniel Bonnell of Lon-M, 


mas Bonnell, a Gentleman of a good Family, 
near tres in Flanders, who, to avoid Duke DHI , 
Alva's Fury, then cruelly Perſecuting the bor 
Proteſtants in the Low Countries, tranſportedM.nq 
Himſelf and his Family into England, and tho 
ſettled at Norwich; where he was ſo welll:;n- 
Receiv'd, and ſo much Eſteem'd, as to be af. for 
terwards choſen Mayor of that City. Thu 
a Zeal for Religion, profeſſed in its greateſt 
Purity, was Mr. Bonnell's Hereditary Virtue; 
what he deriv'd from his Anceſtors, and con- 
ſtantly maintain'd himſelf in times of great. 
eſt Difficulty and Danger. 

Samuel Bonnell, Father of James Bonnell, af. 
ter being bred up under Sir William Courteen, 
Knight, one of the greateſt Merchants of hi 
Time, and for ſome time entruſted with the 
ſole Management of his Affairs, apply'd him- 
ſelf to the /talian Trade at Leghorn, which hey; 
did with ſuch Succeſs, that about the Yearſh 1;;1; 
1649, he was worth at leaſt Ten Thouſand; 
Pounds, and his Credit much greater that 
his Fortune: But both were ſoon impair'd b 
ſeveral Accidents, by great Loſſes at Sea, bu 
particularly by his Zeal for the Royal Family 
of whoſe Sufferings he ever had a moſt ten 
der Senſe, and whom he privately ſupplic 
with conſiderable Sums of Money: And ther 
yet remain Letters to him from the the 
Queen Mother, King Charles the Second, a0, 


'4 


James Bonnell #ſq; 3 
f his his Brother the Duke of York, Acknowledging 
em. bis faft Friendſhip to them, and the Supplies they 
Lon-· ¶ had ſo ſeaſonably receiv'd from him, and recom- 
| Tho- mending Mr.Killigrew to him, whom they ſent to 
mily, promote their Intereſts in thoſe Parts. All the 
Loſſes and Misfortunes which befel him, he 
bore with greatSubmiſſion to the Will of God; 
and compos'd many devout Meditations upon 


» andMthoſe melancholy Occafions,which yet remain 
| wellBlamong his Son's Papers, moſt of which were 
be af. for his Wife's Uſe, and ſent to her when he 
Thuwas forc'd to be Abſent from her: And both 
eatel!W hoſe Papers, and the Informations of ſome 
rue Who knew him, particularly the Reverend 
d con Mr. Strype, Miniſter of Low- Leyton, near Lon- 
great n, Nephew to Samuel Bonnell, and his Son's 


onſtant Friend, do all concur in this; That 

e was a Man of great Sweetneſs of Temper, 

incere Virtue, and exemplary Piety. 

About the Year 1655, Samuel Bonnell re- Bis Far ber 


ell, af. 
Arteen, 
of hi 


ith theſnov'd with his Family into England; and up- Sertlesin En- 
d him qa the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, the gland, and 3s 
hich bqhervices he had done them, and his known made Arcom- 
1e Yealſ bilities for ſuch an Employment, procur'd Pn General 
9 im a Patent to be Accompt ant General of the Ireland. ; 
er that 


ri evenue of Ireland, his Son's Life being inclu- 
air'd Died in the Patent with his own. But this he 

ea, buſſſas not long poſſefs'd of, for he Dy'd in the 
FamilyFear 1664, leaving his Son James Bonnell and Dies. 
ft tene Daughter to the Care of his Wife, a Wo- 
upplieqhza of ſingular Piety and Prudence, both 

nd ther hich ſhe employed in the Education of her 
he .the! dn, chiefly in giving a right Tincture to his 

nd, ab ind, and ſeaſoning it with the Love of Vir- 
liYe and Religion, 32 After 


?F 
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don, Merchant; his great Grandfather, Tho- 
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eſpecially the Piety and Integrity of his pi. 
Life, procur'd him great Credit and Eſteem. „ 
His Grandfather was Daniel Bonnell of Lon- 


mas Bonnell, a Gentleman of a good Family, 
near Irres in Flanders, who, to avoid Duke Po. 
Alva's Fury, then cruelly Perſecuting the bor 
Proteſtants in the Low Countries, tranſported and 
Himſelf and his Family into England, and tho 
ſettled at Norwich; where he was ſo well ame 
Receiv'd, and ſo much Eſteem'd, as to be af. ¶ for 
terwards choſen Mayor of that City. Thus 
a Zeal for Religion, profeſſed in its greateſt 
Purity, was Mr. Bonnell's Hereditary Virtue; 
what he deriv'd from his Anceſtors, and con- 
ſtantly maintain'd himſelf in times of great- 
eſt Difficulty and Danger. 

Samuel Bonnell, Father of Fames Bonnell, af. 
ter being bred up under Sir William Courteen, 
Knight, one of the greateſt Merchants of his 
Time, and for ſome time entruſted with the 
ſole Management of his Affairs, apply'd him. 
ſelf to the Italian Trade at Leghorn, which he 
did with ſuch Succeſs, that about the Year 
1649, he was worth at leaſt Ten Thouſand; 
Pounds, and his Credit much greater tha 
his Fortuue: But both were ſoon impair'd by 
ſeveral Accidents, by great Loſſes at Sea, but 
particularly by his Zeal for the Royal Family 
of whoſe Sufferings he ever had a moſt ten 
der Senſe, and whom he privately ſupplieqhan . 
with conſiderable Sums of Money: And ther n: 
yet remain Letters to him from the the 
Queen Mother, King Charles the Second, ON li 

j 


. * 


f his 
"eem. 
Lon- 
„Tho- 
mily, 
ke D 
g the 
zorted 
„ and 
well 
be af- 

Thus 
reateſt 
irtue; 
d con- 
great. 


nell, af. 
murteen, 
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his Brother the Duke of York, Acknowledging 
his faſt Friendſhip to them, and the Supplies they 
had ſo ſeaſonably receiv'd from him, and recom- 
mending Mr.Killigrew to him, whom they ſent to 
promote their Intereſts in thoſe Parts. All the 
Loſſes and Misfortunes which befel him, he 
bore with greatSubmiſſion to the Will of God; 


and compos'd many devout Meditations upon 


thoſe melancholy Occaſions, which yet remain 


among his Son's Papers, moſt of which were 
for his Wife's Uſe, and ſent to her when he 


was forc'd to be Abſent from her : And both 


thoſe Papers, and the Informations of ſome 


ho knew him, particularly the Reverend 
r. Strype, Miniſter of Low- Leyton, near Lon- 
lon, Nephew to Samuel Bonnell, and his Son's 
onſtant Friend, do all concur in this; That 
he was a Man of great Sweetneſs of Temper, 
incere Virtue, and exemplary Piety. 
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of hü About the Year 16 55, Samuel Bonnell re- x; | 
my ov'd with his Family into England ;, and up- m—_— ﬀ. 
ir Dx dn the Reſtoration of the Royal Family, the gland, and is 
NICN NBWervices he had done them, and his known made Accom- 
ne r \bilities for ſuch an Employment, procur'd 7% General 
wad im a Patent to be Accomptant General of the in Ireland. 
er kr * evenue of Ireland, his Son's Life being inclu- 

alr b ed in the Patent with his own. But this he 

Zea, ” as not long poſſefs'd of, for he Dy'd in the _ 

_—_ ear 1664, leaving his Son James Bonnell and Dies. 

0 of ne Daughter to the Care of his Wife, a Wo- 

* an of ſingular Piety and Prudence, both 

— © Which ſhe employed in the Education of her 

ne cheſpa, chiefly in giving a right Tincture to his 

ond, 29Wind, and ſeaſoning it with the Love of Vir- 

e and Religion, B 2 After 
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After he had been inſtructed in the firſt © ble 
Rudiments of Learning in Dublin, he was Þ het 
ſent to Trym- School, and committed to the his 
Care of the Reverend Doctor Teniſon, now and 
Lord Biſhop of Meath ; by whoſe Inſtructi-. / 
ons, he equally improv'd in Learning and ear} 
Religion; and ſo great a Senſe had he of his at! 
Maſter's Kindneſs and Care, that he mentions ame 
it more than once in his private Papers, with 
very grateful Acknowledgments: And his 
Lordſhip doth ftill remember with Pleaſure, 
Mr. Bonnells early Accompliſhments; and was 

leas'd lately thus to expreſs himſelf to me 

Letter concerning him; He then ſigns 
liz'd himſelf for Sweetneſs of Humour and Good 
Nature, and was from a Child of «a moſt Inn 
cent and Gentile Behaviour, never inclin'd u. we 
any Vice, but ſtrictly Religious, and extraordi we 
nary Ingenious : And made ſuch great Progre/iffſ* up 
in his Studies, that he went early to the Un ing 
verſity, and acquired 4 great deal of Learnii of 
in a ſhort Time, as 1 found, when he return d. 
this Kingdom, and came to viſit me. 

But as Mr. Bonnel, through the whole 
Courſe of his Life, was chiefly remarkabl 
for his great Piety; ſo it is the Hiſtory « 
his Piety the Reader is here chiefly to expec 
and tho' I ſhar't omit any of the Materi 
Paſſages of his Life, yet I ſhall principal 
enlarge upon his Piety : And that took ver 
early Poſſeſſion of his Heart, and pre vente 
the Suggeſtions of Satan, and Temptatioi 
of the World. The firſt Books he read wil 
Pleaſure, were thoſe of Devotion; and t 


James Bonnell E/; 


Care of his Parents and Inſtructors was ſo 
e firſt © bleſs'd, by the Grace of God, that he ſet out 
Was betimes in the Way to Heaven; proſecuted 
o the his Journey with indefatigable Diligence, 
no and perſever'd in it to the haſt. 5 
ructi. And that Mr. Bonnell's Piety was of this 
g andi early Growth, I ſhall ſhew, by inſerting here 
of his at large, his own Account of it, which I find 
ntionsF among his private Papers. 


„ with From the Beginning of my Life,(ſays he) Mitten An. 
ad his * I bad a great Senſe of Piety. Lord! my ue 1575» 


© them with me into the World ; this was 
© thy Grace, thy Gift, thy undeſerved Fa- 
$ your. I remember the great Delight 1 
© took in reading Books of Devotion at Ten 
© Years old, and ſaid then to my Mother, f 


* we be? At Eleven Years old, I us'd to get 
* up from my Bed-fellows on Sunday Morn- 
"W* ings, to ſay the Prayers for that Day, out 
ot the Practice of Piety, (which was ſent me 
* as a Token from a Friend, and which I was 
* pleas'd with, as an invaluable Preſent.) At 
© © Twelve, I remember I found it difficult at 
© Waking to begin with God, (as the Pra- 
* fice of Piety directs) and therefore | writ 
out the Words which are there propos'd to 
be ſaid, and put them under my Pillow, to 
have them ready at Waking. At Thirteen, 
* I had read ſeveral Books of Piety and Devo- 
mew” tion. In the Peruſal of the Practice of Piety, 
ptatioſ 1 was pleas'd with the Propoſal of a metho- 
* dical Courſe of Religion, and allur'd with 
| ; B 3 the 


ve were as Holy as David, how Happy ſhould * 


eaſure i Corruptions I had from Nature, I brought = _— 


econd Year 
of bis Age. 
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© the Arguments it uſes to urge it; having 
© been all along poſſeſs'd that it was my Du- 
* ty, ſo I was more eafily inclin'd to it. At 
© tength, by my intenſe Reading of this 
© Book, and being delighted with the Medi- 
« tations, Soliloquies, and paſſionate Paſſages 
© of it, my whole Thoughts were taken up 
© with the Things of another World, and ! 
grey cool to all the Delights of this. While 
© theſe Thoughts were upon me, the Lord s- 
Day came welcome to me, which I was pre- 
© par'd to ſanctiſie, according to the Dire- 
© ions of my Book, and for mer Inſtru&ions, 
© which I had long before receiv'd with my 
Education; but never found my ſelf ſo 
© willing to practiſe them, as then. On that 
© Day, my Thoughts were wholly taken up 
© with Religious Contemplations ; ſo that 
© whenl went into my Chamber in the Even- 
© ing, and there made a Recollection of my 
© whole Life, according to the Schemes for 
© Examination, which 1 had in the Prattices 
© Picty and other Books, and being taken up 
© inan intenſe Conſideration of my Sins, and 
© my Duty; of God, and Heaven, and Hell, 
© &c. my Affections were rais'd to a pitch 
© higher than ordinary, and my Spirits more 
c fix'dand compos'd. I then proſtrated my ſell 
© before God, and humbled my ſelf for m 
© Sins; being, as I imagin'd,in ſuch a pitch! 
© godly Sorrow, as would anſwer the Chara 
© QFers of it, which my Book propos'd to me 
Then taking up Reſolutions of Amend men 

© and begging Strength of God, I TX u] 
my ron 


James Bonnell %,; 


from my Knees, in a pleas'd Perſuaſion that 
© the Work of Repentance (which my Book 
told me I muſt begin with, and be very So- 
* ltemn) was paſt. And that now I might 
© with Comfort paſs on to the Methodical 
Practice of the Duties of Religion. Sol 
© chearfully lay down, and chearfully roſe. l 
read the Bible, I pray'd, making uſe of the 
Forms in the Practice of Piety and other 
,ord's- Books that I had, and on Sunday Mornings 
i pre · © more largely confeſſing my Sins, and exa- 
Dire - mining my ſelf. Thus went I chearfully on, 
ctions, © endeavouring to maintain my Ground, and 
ith my per ſiſt in my Practice; rejoicing much that 
ſelf ſof the Work of Converſion, as I thought, was 
n that © paſt with me, which the Books I then read, 
ken up and the Perſons that diſcours'd with me, 
ſo that * had ſo much poſſeſs'd me with. Nevertheleſs 
Even. © under what Opinion or Notion ſoever l 
of my © then did it, I do, as I have juſt Cauſe, bleſs 
nes for © and praiſe the God of Heaven, that He did 
act ice off © ſo early let me ſee, what was the Practice 
ken up of Godlineſs; that I enjoy'd ſo great an 
ins, aud © encouragement after Holineſs, as a Taſt of the 
d Heli © Sweetneſs of it. For this great and diſt in- 
a pitch} © guiſhing Goodneſs of the Lord, my Soul 
ts more] © doth, and ever will praiſe his Holy Name! 
| my ſel At this time Mr. Teniſon my Maſter, (of whoſe 
for mi © religions Care of me 1 ſhall always have 2 


pitcholſ © very gratefyl Remembrance,) diſcours'd 
> Chara © with me about receiving the Sacrament; I 
d to me © readily conſented,not being a little rejoic'd 
ndmentY at the Invitation, which ſeem'd to come as 
roſe ul © it were from God himſelf. So I practis'd 
* from B 4 | © the 
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the Directions which my Books gave me, 
and endeavour'd to prepare my ſelf accord- 
© ing to my _ and Ability. My Notions 
© of it were © 
© read were ſo, and very Allegorical. Vet! 
© hope, God will lay no Sin to my Charge, 
© that might ariſe from thence ; ſince it was 
* what I was then capable of, from the In- 
© ſtructions I had. 

Theſe were the happy Beginnings of Mr. 
Bonnells Piety: And what mighty Advances 
in Religion might not be hop'd from a Zeal 
ſo early, and yet ſo ſtrong ? How few, even 
in their happieſt Periods of Life, when their 
Reaſon is beſt Improv'd, and their Graces 
moſt Lively and Vigorous, can give a better 
Account of their Piety, than Mr. Bonnell in 
the beginning of his Youth ? How firm and 
laſting muſt the Building be,whoſe Foundati- 
on was ſo deeply laid? And ſuch his Piety 
provꝰd, encreaſing with his Reaſon and Years, 
till all were compleated in a happy Eternity. 

At FourteenYears of Age, being fit for the 
Univerſity,he was remov'd from Trym- School: 
But his Friends, who were nicely ſolicitous 
about his Education, choſe to ſend him to a 
private Philoſophy School in Oxfordſhire; be- 
lieving him there more out of the way of 
Temptation, and reſolving not to expoſe him 
to the infectious Dangers of a great City, and 
numerous Acquaintance. But how much Per- 
ſons of the like Sentiments are miſtaken in 
their Opinions of theſe private Seminaries, 
may appear from Mr. Bonnells Ae of 
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that, which his Friends made choice of for 


him, and preferr'd to all our Famous Seats of 
Learning, *I was ſent (ſays he) to Oxford- 
© ſhire to a private Houſe, for fear of being 
* corrupted at the Univerſity : Our Tutor 
© was Mr. Cole, who had formerly been Prin- 
* cipal of St. Mary Hall in Oxford; He read 
* to us Ariſtotle's Philoſophy,and inſtructed us in 
© the Claſſics and Oratory : He preach'd twice 
© every Sunday to his Family and us: Here 
© ſtay'd Two Years and a half; but my Un- 
© happineſs was, that there was no Practice of 
* receiving the Sacrament in that Place, ſo 
that 1could have no ſolemn Earneſt, and 
* ſerious Recollection of my ſelf; neither 
were my Aſſociates ſuch, from whom J 
© might learn any part of Godlineſs, but, on 
* the contrary, all Debauchery ; ſo that my 
* Friends Care ſeem'd herein to be deluded, 
© had I not been otherwiſe Principl'd before, 

and had ſome Tincture of my Trym Senti- 

* ments ſtill on my Mind: Our Tutor was 

* too remiſs in Matters of Morality and Re- 

* ligion, tho? I cangot accuſe himſelf of any 

* thing that was Ill. At laſt he concludes, 

I cannot with Comfort reflect upon the Time ſpent 

in that Place, And he has been often heard 

to ſay, when ſpeaking of that private School, 

That in it were all the Dangers and Fices of the 

Univerſity, without the Advantages. 

From Oxfordſhire, he remov'd to Catherine 
Hall in Cambridge, having been Enter'd there 
a Year before,by his Friend and Kinſman Mr. 
Srrype, then of the ſame Houſe. There his 

Tutor 
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Tutor was the Learned DoQor Calamy, who, 
upon ſeveral Occaſions, expreſs'd the Eſteem 
he had for his Pupil,commending him to Mr. 
Strype and others, for his Learning, Gravity, 
and Manlineſs, both in Diſcourſe and Beha- 
viour; but chiefly for his Conſtancy at Reli- 
gious Duties, being hardly ever known to 
miſs Prayers, all the time he continu'd at 
Cambridge. Here he enjoy'd all thoſe Advan- 
tages, the want of which he lamented ſo 
much before ; the frequent returns of the Sa- 
crament kept his Mind in a true devout 
Frame,put him upon the ſtricteſt Re-ſearches 
into his paſt Life, and the moſt ſolemn and ſe- 
rious Reſolutions of adhering to his Duty. 
Here alſo he had Friends and Companions, e- 
very way ſuited to his own Genius and man- 
ner of Life, ſuch as were moſt remarkable for 
their Parts and Piety ; The chief of which 
were, Dr. Gouge, late Miniſter of St. Martins 
in the Fields, London; Dr. Blactall, Miniſter 
of St. Mary Aldermary, London; and Mr. Fame: 
Calamy, his Tutor's Brother. Here he purſu- 
ed all thoſe Methods of Devotion he had 
begun before, and went on to farther degrees 
of religious Strictneſs; particularly, here he 
firſt refoly'd upon keeping Faſting Days, 
which all his Life after he Religiouſly obſerve 
ed. © This (ſays he) is what all Books of De- 
© votion commend, and what I had known 
to be the Practice of ſeveral religious Per- 
* ſons. Looking upon it therefore as my 
* bounden Duty, I bethought my ſelf what 
Day cf the Week would be moſt conveni- 
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© ent, and without any Vows, immediately 


© ſet upon it; and very great did I find the 
© Benefit of being ſequeſtred from the World, 
c and enjoying my ſelf alone : It inur'd my 
© Mind to Devotion, and kept it ſenſible and 
«© tender, and accuſtom'd me to Acts of Mor- 
«© tification and Self-denial. 'S, 


© would uſually ſpend in the Fields; if o- 
© therwiſe, in ſome empty Chamber in the 
© College; in the Abfence of my Chamber 
Fellow, in my own Chamber; or in my 
Study, if he were there: But not ſo as to 
give him, or any elſe, the leaſt ſuſpicion of 
© this Practice, all the Time I was there. 

His Advancement in Learning, kept equal 
Pace with his Improvements in Piety and 
Years ; for he proſecuted his Studies with in- 
defatigable Diligence, and perform'd all his 


Academical Exerciſes with general Approba- 


tion : And when ſometimes his eager purſuit 
of Learning would occaſion a Thought to a- 
riſe in his Mind, that a whole Day every 
Week, was what he could not ſpare from 
his Studies, with Indignation he wou'd reje& 
that Suggeſtion, as coming from his Spiritual 
Enemy; He confider'd (as he expreſſes it) 
that it were juſt in God to puniſh ſuch Thoughts, 
by blaſting all his Studies; but if he chearfully 


gave that Time to God, his Goodneſs wou'd ſup- 


ply that and more to him, having promiſed to add 
all things to thoſe, who firſt ſeek the Kingdom of 


Heaven, and his Righteouſneſs. 
From 


Theſe Days, 
© if the Weather were fair and calm, 1 
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WI | Remove: into From Catherine Hall, (after he had taken | 
N.,. Free- his Degrees in Learning) he remov'd into | 
an amily.the Family of Ralph Freeman of Aſpeden Hall, 

1 in Hertfordſhire, Eſq; and yndertook the E- 
1 ducation of his Eldeſt Son; à Pruſt, which 
he ever eſteem'd one of the moſt Weighty | 
in the World, and which none ſhou'd under- F 
take without earneſt Reſolutions of conſci- | 

entiouſly Diſcharging it. And *twas very 
happy for Mr. Freeman, that he found one 
who had all thoſe Qualifications, which he 
cou'd wiſh in an Inſtructor and Friend for 
his Son : Great Sweetneſs of Temper, join'd 
with a ſound and penetrating judgment; a 
Witt ſedate Gravity to command Reſpect, mix'd 
11 with an eaſie Chearfulneſs, to gain Love; a 
nn happy Way of Explaining tke Difficulties of 
Learning, having clear Notions himſelf of 
| what heundertook to make Intelligible to: his 
15 Pupil; a noble Genius, and lively Fancy, 
ö temper'd with Diſcretion and Prudence; and 
| | what was more valuable than all theſe, great 

q 


Strictneſs of Life, and an excellent Talent at 
recommending Piety to Voung Perſons, 
which is a peculiar Art; few knowing how 
1 to cloath Religion in its true Dreſs, moſt 
i making it rather a Burthen than a Pleaſure 
. to Beginners, ſo as rather to frighten them 
1 from it, than engage them to love it. 
N This Gentleman, Mr. Bonnell, very ha 
pily Iaſt ructed, making the moſt difficult 
Parts of Learning plain and eaſie to him; 
| but his principal Aim was, to give young Mr. 
; . . > of $ 2 
j Freeman right Notions of Religion an _> 
| * 6 : EET 9: ta ue; 
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tne; which he not only endeavour'd in his 
conſtant Converſation with him, but for his 
Uſe compos'd many pious Meditations, with 
ſhort Reflexions and Advices upon the daily 
Occurrences of Life: 


| He continu'd in Mr. Freemay's Family till g, 
the Year 1678, and then went with his Pupil Holland with 
into Holland, and ſtay'd near a Year in Sir M.. Freeman. 


Leoline Jenkins's Family at Nimeguen, very 
much to his ſatisfaction. From Nimeguen, he 
went in the Embaſſador's Company through 
Flanders and Holland, and ſo return'd for Ex- 
gland. From that time he continu'd with his 
Pupil till the Year 1683, when Mr. Freeman 
was {ent into France and Italy. In 1684, Mr. 
Bonnell went into France, and met Mr. Free- 
man at Lions; and in his Company viſited 
ſeveral Parts of France: And ſo great was 
his Tenderneſs and Concern for Mr. Freeman, 
that he being taken dangerouſly 11] of the 
Small- Pox at Tours, Mr. Bonnell conſtantly ex- 
pos'd himſelf to that Diſtemper,tho* *twas 
what he never had; and upon his being able to 
uſe them,ſupply'd him with many excellent 
Meditations, and often join'd with him in 
Prayers and Thankſgivings for his Recovery. 
By his prudeat Behaviour, and ingenious 
Converſation at Nimeguen, he procur'd Sir 
Leoline Fenkins's Eſteem and Friendſhip, who, 
in his Letters to Mr. Freemer's Father, highly 
applauded Mr. Bonnells ConduQ, and was 
ever ready to ſerve him with his Intereſt at 
Court, when his Affairs required it. And, 
with reſpect to his Pupil Mr. Freeman, as ne- 
' 
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ver Man took truer Pains to Inſtruct and Ac- 
compliſh him, to improve him with Knows | 
lenge, and adorn him with Piety; ſo he con- 
tinually reap'd new Satisfactions from the 2 
Succeſs of his Labours ; but chiefly the moſt tl 
delightful Part of them, his Endeavours to 8 
give Mr. Freeman a right Senſe of his Duty of 
to God, and fix the Impreſſions of Religion I pe 
in his Mind. They frequently join'd toge- In: 
ther in Prayer, and every Day their Devotions of 
led the Way to their Studies; the Te Deum 
and ſome other Pſalms being the firſt Buſi -I. 
neſs of it. And tho' he kept Mr. Freeman Pie 
cloſe to theſe Exerciſes,yet he manag'd them Wit 
ſo, as that they might not prove uneaſie to a 
youthful Mind. And to this Day Mr. Freeman div. 
retains a moſt grateful Senſe of Mr. Bonneils fig! 
Care of him, and has own'd in the kindeſt {bap 
Manner ſince his Death: That it was his pru- Rel 
dent Management and good Inſtruftions, which Weg 
kept him from following many ill Examples of Nba. 
great Looſeneſs and Immorality; and hindred 
him from running into many Miſchiefs he ſhow'd 
hardly otherwiſe have avoided : That when he 
was abſent from him, he conſtantly reminded 
him by Letter, of his former good Inſtruttions ; 
which had the greater Impreſſions on him, as 
knowing they were meant in great Kindneſs. 
And no doubt, Mr. Freeman will always 
reflect with Pleaſure, on the Advantages he 
enjoy'd by Mr. Bonnell's Converſation and Þ'9 
Example ſo many Years; will conſider how 
invaluable a Bleſſing that was, and what rea- 
ſon he has to praiſe God for it; ſince ſuch an 
In- 
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Inſtru&or, and ſo faithful a Friend, might 
have preſerv'd many Men (had they been ſo 
happy as he was) from thoſe fatal Miſcarri- 


Ac- 
o- 


con- ö a fatal 
the ages which have ended in their Ruine: And 
moſt that therefore he lies under particular Obli- 
rs to I gations to God, for ſo diſtinguiſhing a Mark 
Duty of his Favour and Goodneſs; which I am 
igion perſuaded he will always anſwer, by follow- 
toge- ing the Inſtructions, and imitating the Life 
tions of his excellent Friend. 77 


Deum Were the Generality of our Gentry bleſsd 

Buſi- with Inſtructors of Mr. Bonnell's Temper and 
zeman Piety; bis Gravity, Prudence, and holy Life; 

them with thoſe who are acquaintedſ( as he was) with 
e to a the Methods of Gentile Converſation; can 
eeman dive into a young Gentleman's Genius, and 
nnell's Nrightly form his Mind; we ſhou'd ſoon ſee a 


indeſt 


Religion would have their firſt and principal 


4 
l egard; and it would be no part of their 
ples Cbaracter, to be Vicious or Prophane. Such 
indred Pught to be enquir'd after for this noble 
e ſbou'd ruſt, who are not narrow in their Fortunes, 
vhen be Hor ſervile in their Natures, and have had a 


generous Education themſelves; ſuch whoſe 
reſence carries Aw along with it,and whoſe 
ives are fit to be made Patterns to their Pu- 
ils. And when ſuch excellent Perſons are 
ound, they are to be treated in ſuch a man- 
er, as may bring both their Perſons and Em- 
ad loy ments into Eſteem and Credit; as may 
plainly ſnew, that They and their Labours are 
hat rea-M'ghly Priz d and Valu'd. By this Means, the 
ſuch anÞ'cateſt Truſt in the Common-Wealth, and 


In- 1 * upon 


minded 
actions; 


happy Change in their Principles and Lives :- 
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upon which moſt depends, would not be put 
(as it too often happens) into the worſt 
Hands ; who,for want of right Qualities, are 
neglected by thoſe, whoſe Buſineſs it is to ſe- 
cure them from Contempt,and whoſe Exam- 
ple influences others,till they loſe all Autho- 
rity, even with thoſe who are under their 
Care, and conſequently all Capacity of doing 
them Good. But with Mr. Bonnell, twas en- 
tirely otherwiſe; He was every way quali- 
fy'd to gain Eſteem ; his Learning and Pru- 
dence, his Behaviour and manner of Life, 
commanded juſt Reſpect; his Fortune ſecur'd 
him from all Temptations to mean Compli- 
ances, (for on that alone he could have Sub- 
ſiſted) and the great Severity of his Life, ex- 
ated Reverence from all he convers'd with, 

During Mr. Bonnell's ſtay in Mr. Freeman“ 
Family, he had frequent Returns of Sickneſ; 
and Pain; his Conſtitution was tender, and 
eaſily injur'd : And 1 find by the Meditation 
he then compos'd, That his Body was an un 
comfortable Companion to his Mindzand that 
he was frequently diſturb'd in his Religiou 
Courſe, by Bodily Diſorders. He complains 
with great Paſſion of himſelf, for being ſome 
times uneaſie under a load of Sickneſs, anc 


wiſhing its removal with too much eagerneſs}, 


One or two of theſe Meditations, written it 
the Year 1680, in the Twenty ſeventh Yea 
of his Age, will give the Reader a View 0 


his happy Progreſs in Piety ; and how brave} 


ly he encountred the Difficulties he met with 
from the World and Himſelf, from a Di 


ſtewper | 


e put 
vorſt 
5, are 
to ſe- 
Xam- 
utho- 
their 
doing 
As en- 
uali- 
. 
t Life, 
ſecur'd 
ompli- 
e Sub- 
ife, ex- 
d with. 
eemanꝰ 
zicknel: 
er, and 
litation 
$ an un 
and that 
eligiou 
»2mplains 
ng {ome 
eſs, an 
agernels 
vritten 1 
nth Yea 
View 0 
JW brave 
met wit 


om a Dl 


ſtemper 


James Bonnell, Eſq; 


ſtemper'd Body, and thoſe other Iufirmities 
which all Mankind feel, and are not to be 


entirely conquer'd while we are in this 


World. 


Thus in one place he confeſſes his Weak- 
neſs to God, and prays for his Help. O my 


God! What ſhall I think of my felf ? What 
© ſhall I ſay to Thee! What am l but a ſinful. 


© diſcontented Creature, whoſe Obedience 
© has at beſt been very imperfect! Thou haſt 
long afflicted. me with a lingring Sickneſs, 
* in the Flower of my Life; and haſt added 
© (becauſe I have not duly improv'd by this) 
© other Chaſtiſements beſides, and which l 
* hope have not wanted their Effet upon my 
Soul. Thou, Lord, art Wiſe, and thy Wiſ- 
dom is deeply to be ador'd by ns, which l 
© humbly deſire to do. But ah! Lord, had 
*myWiſdom been tochooſe myChaſtiſemear, 
I would have had leſs of a painful Sickneſs, 
and more of ſuch other Afflictions as Thou 
* layeſt upon Men; and this,not to pleaſe my 
* Fleſh, but for the Good of my Soul; having 
* found by ſo much Experience, that this is 
* not ſo proper to kill our Sins, and turn our 
Hearts to Thee; not ſo mortifying to the 
pride or Diſcontent of our Minds; not fo 
' quickening to Re pentance, and other Chri- 
* ſtian Graces, as the Loſs of Eſtate, and Diſ- 

* pleaſure of Men; the falſeneſs ot Friends, 

and injuries fromOthers. True indeed, when 

once Thou didſt raiſe my Sickneſs ſo, as to 

' conſume my Body, and make even my Life 

dangerous, through the Bleſſing of thy 
C © Grace, 
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Condition, and impatient after Change. But 
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Grace, it had a ſaving Effect upon my Soul: 
© But in all other times, the natural Effect of 
© jt has been, to make me intermit my Devo- | « 
© tions, and diſturb my pious Thoughts; to 
© make me uneaſie and diſcontented with my 
c 
c 


© in other Aſfliitions, while the Health of 
© Body remains entire, the Heart is humbled, « 
© our Devotions are quickned, and we Faſt .in 
© and Pray to good purpoſe, till our Soul is . hu. 
© brought over to Thee, and confirm'd in thy . to 
© Ways. If I now Faſt, it is not only all the 
time in Pain, but ends in more, by encreaſing 
© my Diſtemper, and iadiſpoſing my Mind for 
© the Exerciſes of Religion; the conſtant Pra- 
© tice of which alone maintains the Life of 
© my Soul. And yet Thou chooſeſt thus to 
© afflict me ſtill! However, Lord, I will Faſt, 
e and O! that I may never omit to Pray. 
© And do Thou, O Lord, fortifie my Soul, | 
© beſeech Thee, that in That I may ever yer 
© ſevere: Let me conſider, that the Life of 
© my Soul is above the Health of my Body, 
© however | find it daily to decay. with 
Upon the whole, O my God, I am wearyſ ome | 
© of being Diſcontented and Murmuring leave t 
« gainſt Thee. I humbly confeſs, that 1 hav But 1. 
© found, in the Depth of my Heart, that mii in my! 
Prayers to Thee, for making me contenteiſ exceed 
* with my Condition, have had too often thifffcheerfy 
Meaning, that Thou ſhould'it make myConlis be ſt 
dition ſuch as I might (vouchſafe to) be colffiſeems t 
© tented with; and that when I have reſolvEſhallow 
© to ſubmit my ſelf to Thee, and be contenteſrhee 1 
. 6 
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f Þ © after ſuch a Condition; and that therefore, 
when Thou haſt diſappointed theſe wilful 
Oo and groundleſs Hopes, I have reſum'd my for- 
ny mer Impatience: This, Lord, upon a ſerious 
ut. Review, has been too often the Senſe of my 
of Heart. But behold, I am truly dif pleas'd at 
ed, my ſelf, and both weary and aſham'd of my 
alt F* Impatience ; and therefore do deſire moſt 
115 F< humbly to return unto Thee, and with Thee 
thy to condemn my ſelf. Thou haſt vouchſafed 
the often to enlighten and quiet my Soul, who 
{ing have not deſerved that Favour from Thee: 
| for . And this one Conſideration ſhall ſatisfie me, 
Pra- as it has done, that Thou only knoweſt the 
e of Time of my Life here, and how to make a 
1s to ¶ ſuitable Proviſion for that time Vet, O Lord, 
Faſt, I groan under the Burden of an aking Fleſh, 
Pray. and many (tho' not extream, which is thy 
ul, I Mercy) never intermitting Pains. My Sins 
| = indeed deſerve this, and more : But might 
ite ol | chooſe for the good of my Soul, as I ſaid, 
Body, (which I know Thou doſt favour,)I ſhou'd, 
with Submiſſion to thy Wiſdom, deſire 
ſome other kind of Chaſtiſement, and take 
leave to wonder at thy Diſpenſation to me. 
But Iam abundantly ſatisfied, and aſſur'd 
in my ſelf, from thy immenſe Wiſdom and 
exceeding Love, to which I heartily and 
Icheerfully reſign up my ſelf, that even this 
is beſt for my Soul, however unlikely it 
ſeems to me, Thy Wiſdom is above my 
allow Comprehenſion, and therefore to 
hee I ſacrifice "on glimmering oe 
2 0 


it has been with a Proſpect, or ſecret hopes, 
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© of my faint Reaſon, and ſhall repoſe my EW H. 
c ſelf upon thy mighty Love. © hav 

Another time, refle&ting upon the Sins the 
which had been the Effects of his Sickneſs and En 
Affliction, he endeavours to quiet his Mind, © be 
by propoſing to it the more dangerous Sins, © tak 
which generally attendProſperity and Health. Re 
© You ſee, O my Soul,( ſays he) what Sins Sick- I and 
© neſsand Affliction lead you to, (which in- and 
«© deed are Ill, and the Lord in Mercy grant it; 
© me Pardon for them,) but you do not ſee - wit 
© ro how much greater, Health and Plenty“ by 
Freedom and Applaufe, Honour, and the mek 
: good Things of this World, won'd have to b 
© brought you, had God vonchſafed them. upo 
© It is not poſſible for thee to have a Proſpect 
© of theſe; but from the Wickednefs of thy 
© Heart, thon may'ſt gneſs what wou'd have 
become of thee, had he dealt with the: 
© witha more bountiful Hand, and as he dot 
© with ſome others. The Child that dare (in, 
© even under the Rod, what would it have 
done in the midſt of Smiles? 

O let the Conſideration of thoſe Sins 
© from which the Goodneſs of God has kept 
© thee, make thee heartily contented with tht 
© Way that he hath taken with thee ; and ex 
* ceeding joyful with that Condition, whic 
© hath been a Means to thee of avoiding an 
© one Sin. It is a curſed Deluſion of th mitte 
Devil, who plunges Souls in Sin, that hav blene 
© begun only to tamper with it; and draw does 
them wholly away from God, who baff to the 
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© by making them believe, that now their 
Hand is in, they may go on; that ſince they 
© have begun a Score, it will not much encreaſe 
Sins their Guilt, to gratify themſelves in the next 
s and Enjoyments: The Sum of their Guilt will 
Mind, be much the ſame, if having gone ſo far, they 
Sins, © take t' other Satisfaction in alſo ; the ſame 
ealth. Repentance will ſerve to account for both, 
Sick- and the ſame Humiliation to wipe out all, 
ch in- and this Temptation ſeldom fails to carry 
grant it; eſpecially when there is a ſtroug Party 
ot ſee g within, and a prediſpoſition ia our Minds 
lenty, by former Commiſſions. But, O my Soul, let 
nd theme know that it is infinite matter ofRejoicing 
have to be ſav'd from one Sin; that we, who bear 
them upon God's Patience by our Commiſſions, 
roſpectſ* ſhou'd rather than diſpleaſe him, ſuffer any 
of thy thing,to avoid one Evil. The contrary is the 
d have Language of a Heart alienated from God, 
h thetFl* and that has forgot the Sweets of his Fa- 
he doe vour: Beſides,theConſequence is more fatal, 
re fin and ſeldom terminates in one Sin; but en- 
it hard creaſing the Enmity of our Will towards 
God, diſpoſes us afterwards to commit the 
© ſame, and other Sins, malictouſly, and in a 
kiad of Defiance to him, which before we 
did out of Weakneſs and Childiſh Infirmity. 
For the firſt Sins which are committed by 
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which a Child of God, are innocent, in reſpe& of 
ng an the additional Repetitions, which are com- 
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© diſpos'd to it by a bodily and mental Ha- © fi 
© bit and Inclination: And it raiſes in his © c 
© Mind a Senſe of greater Guilt, and by con- © c 
© ſequence of God's Difpleaſure ; the Effet C 
© of which is, that he contracts an Enmity to © ir 
© God; for being habituated and inclin'd to ei 
© his Sin, and knowing, on the other ſide, that G 
© God is diſpleas'd with him for it, he likewiſe © T 
© becomes angry with God, who ſtands in the « ſh 
© Way of his Enjoyment and gratifying him- c 
© ſelf; and this breeds Enmity to God, which © Sa 
© is the conſtant Affection of a Sinner, as Love © an 
© is of a Saint; and nothing more hardens ourſſk © So 
Heart from returning to God, or conclude © git 
© us in a State of Sin, than this does; becauſe © to 
© it makes us fin maliciouſly; the Breach 1h © I. 
© made wide, and Reconciliation not eaſie; © mi 
© and in the mean time, Habits grow power -· © anc 
© ful,and they carry away the Soul that is thu © th: 
© eſtrang'd from God, with the ſame eaſe,thath we 
© a Wolf devours a ſolitary Sheep that is gone © ces 
© aſtray,and quite out of theSight of itsShep · © be 
© herd. It is in the Condition of the 1ſraelires ſ © her 
© when Moſes was ſo long in the Mount; 4 Th 
© for this Man, (and this God) who brought ui from 
© out of Egypt, we know not what is become / preſſe 
© them; Up, let us make other Gods. pos'd 
Hear, O Lord my God, the humble Re- 
* queſt of thy unworthy Servant, according 
© as | unfeignedly defire to pour it out be- 
© fore Thee; Let me have Grace to ſerve © x 
© Thee; Let me be deliver'd from every Sin * whe 
© and all Occaſions of Falling; Let me hav © naty 
© Grace to wait upon Thee with never 2 Bleſ 
| c fin. 
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© fing Diligence in Well-doing, in humble, 
« conſtant, and earneſt Prayer; Let me pro- 
* ceed in Holineſs, Exemplarineſs, and all 
© Chriſtian Graces; make me inwardly Sound 
© in reſpect of my ſelf, and outwardly influ- 
© ential to all I converſe with; that thy 
Grace may be in my Heart, and on my 
Tongue, in my Looks, and in my Eyes, and 
« ſhine bright in all my Actions. 

Teach me, O my God, the Wiſdom of 
Salvation, and let me underſtand thy Will, 
© and Way of Proceeding in dealing with my 
Soul. In all my Sufferings, I find that this 
* gives me Eaſe, and makes me able quietly 
© to ſubmit, while Thou doſt tell my Soul, 
It is thy Will I ſhould thus ſuffer; for in ſub- 
© mitting to thy Will, hope to pleaſe Thee, 
* and in gaining thy Favour, I gain more 
© than the World can make me loſe. Fare- 
© wel then all Projects and vain Contrivan- 
ces; this is the Will of my God; This muſt 
* be beſt for my Soul; Here I will ſtay, and 
© here will I ſubmit. 

The great Benefit of theſe ſevere Trials, 
from Sickneſs and other Afflictions, he ex- 
preſſes in the following Meditation, com- 
pos'd ſoon after the former. 

© © Lord, Thou didſt bring the wiſe Hea- 
© then to the Knowledge of thy Son, by the 
© leading ofa Star: How early didſt Thou 
© make them partakers of this great Bleſſing! 
© whoſe Minds having duly improv'd their 
© natural Light, Thou didſt form by thy 


5 Bleſſed Spirit to that degree of ſaving Hu- 
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© mility, that they were not offended at the 
< Meanneſs of our Saviour's Circumſtances. 
© Had not that exceeding great Joy, w here with 
© they were tranſported,when they ſaw the 
© Star conducting them to the Place where 
© our Saviour lay, buried all carnal Affections 
© inthem, the Pride of their Heart would 
© have made them have flung back,as Naaman 
© did from Eliſha, ſaying, ſurely we thought 
© to have found ſome great Prince richly at- 
© tended, and in deſpight of the Heavenly 
© Signal,counted all but a Deluſion, and have 
© retus'd to have ſubmitted their Reaſon to ſo 
great Abſurdities : But Thou, O Lord, didſt 
© not only enlighten their Eyes, but touch 
c their Hearts, and inflame their Spirits with 
© Heavenly Affections, ſo that when they ſaw 
© the Star, they rejoiced with exceeding great Joy. 
Thou, O Lord, haſt thought fit to aſflict me 
© in divers Manners; in Mercy, I truſt, for the 
© Good of my Soul, that Thou may'ſt not con- 
© demn me with the World: But, O gracious 
© Lord, while I find my Soul mov'd to Thee 
© by ſuch Chaſtiſements, while I find each of 
© them to have its natural and due Effect up- 
© on my Spirit, while I find my Soul humbled 
© by Reproaches, my Mind drawn off the 
© World, and reſign'd to Thee with humble 
© and contented Dependance at Loſſes ; while 
© it is thus with me upon each Occaſion ; Let 
© Men contemn and ſpeak Evil of me; Let 
© the News come of the Loſs of my Eſtate, 
* or other Calamity, I ſhall rejoice,O my God, 
with exceeding great Joy; becauſe it brings 
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the  * me to the Haven where I would be, and to 
:es. that Temper of Mind, which is more pre- 
ith | © ciovs than all things upon Earth. Indeed, 
the © while Afflictions have not this due Effect, 
ere © they are like wandering Fires, that lead 
ons my Soul ſo much the more aſtray ; but 
uld when they have, they are like this bleſſed 
nan Star, that conducts me to my Saviour; whom 
ght when I find warming my Soul with Hea- 
at- © venly Affections, I cannot but rejoice with 
2nly | © exceeding great Joy; with Joy, to find my 
ave © Lord, while I loſe the World; with Joy to 
o ſo © find my heavenly Phyſick work kindly on 
lidſt ' my Soul, and an Eternal Health ſpringing 
zuch up in it. O my God, ſo guide me, ſo con- 
with | © duct me, ſo prepare my Soul, and temper 
ſaw | © my Mind, that I may chearfully follow the 
Joy. | © Motions of thy bleſſed Providence, and 
t me yield my ſelf to the mighty Workmanſhip 
r the of thy Eternal Spirit. 
con- There is another thing which I ſhall here 
ious || take notice of, concerning Mr. Bonnell's early 
Thee and happy Progreſs in Piety; which is, that 
ch of as both at Cambridge and Mr. Freeman's he 
t up» was a conſtant Communicant, ſo his Self- Ex- 
bled Faminations for the Sacrament were ſtrict 
the and ſevere. He began very early a moſt uſe- 
mble ful Practice, which he continued during his 
vhile whole Life; and that was, upon every Return 
Let Not the holy Sacrament, to put down in Wri- 
Let I ting thoſe Thoughts which at that time moſt 
tate, affected and entertained his Mind. I have a 
God, good Number of Sacramental Meditations 
rings compos'd by him, betwixt the Twenty — 
* was an 
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and Twenty ſeventh Years of his Age: A 
Time of Life too commonly given up to Sen- 
ſuality and Vanity. But here we ſee a young 
Man, inſtead of indulging himſelf in Folly 
and Pleaſure, bemoaning and confeſſing his 
Sins, earneſtly praying for Grace to reſiſt eve- 
ry Temptation, and taking more Pains to fit 
his Soul for appearing at the Lord's Table, 
than others at that Age uſually do to cloath 
and adorn their Bodies. The following Con- 
feſſion and Prayer, written on Mhitſon-Eve, 
in the Twenty ſixth Year of his Age, will 
ſufficiently confirm what 1 fay. 
© O my God, I know Iam unworthy, and! 
© believe I am much more; I ſee my Sins to 
© be very great; but when Thou ſhalt open 
© mine Eyes, (as I humbly intreat Thee) I ſhall 
< ſee them much greater, I, who had underta- 
gen the higheſt Degree of Holineſs, find my 
© ſelf not only to have come ſhort of thy Righ- 
© tevuſneſs, but to have run too much the o- 
ther Way. Tis true, thy merciful Providence 
* fill raiſes me up, and ſets me in the Way 
© of returning to thy Favour ; nevertheleſ; 
© my Sins ceaſe not to be ſuch, nor Confuſion 
to overſpread my Soul. 'Tis too much that 
© I, whom Thou haſt fed with thy Self, ſhould 
do ſo: But too too much that I ſhould a- 
gain preſent my ſelf before Thee, to have 
that Honour repeated upon me, and I, with 
© all my Load of Sin, to receive the Aſſuran- 
ces of being made for ever happy with Thee. 
* My Soul flies back from this Honour in the 
© Senſe of my great Unworthineſs; but 
£ while 
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© while methinks I hear Thee cry to it, as 
© Thou didſt to Peter, If I waſh thee not, thou 
© baſt no part in me, I dare not refuſe : Ire- 
© ſolve then to force my ſelf into thy Preſence 
with all my Bluſhes and my Guilt, know- 
ing if Thou doſt not feed me, I have no part 
in Thee: But, Lord, I muſt come in a Dreſs 
fitting my Condition; not in a gawdy Wed- 
* ding Robe, ſuch as thy happy Children tri- 
* umph 1n; but in a mourning Veil, ſuch as 
becomes one who is Widow'd of his Inno- 
* cence. Under this will I ſhrowd my ſelf, 
* with this will I hide my guilty Bluſhes, 
* while I wait upon thy Solemnicy. + I will 
* creep behind Thee,my Saviour, and find out 
thy Feet to waſh with my Tears; and if! 
© muſt needs partake of thy Feaſt, it ſhall be 
© only ſuch Crumbs as fall from thy Table. 
© I will not preſume to reach my Hand to 
the Royal Meſs, nor ſerve my ſelf with the 
* glorious Aſſurances of being united to Thee 
© for ever, who am ſuch ſinful Duſt and Aſhes: 
© But for this time it ſhall be enough and too 
* much for me to find that Thou wilt be gra- 
© ciouſly ready to accept of me upon my Re- 
© pentance and Amendment, avoiding all 
* Sin, and that there is a Way open through 
© the Wounds of my Saviour for my Admiſ- 
ſion to thy Mercy. Lord, Thou art privy 
© to this whole Diſcourſe, and judgeſt the 
* Senſe of my Heart with which it is ſpoken; 
O graciouſly pardon what Thou ſeeſt a- 
* miſs ia it, more than I can diſcern, aud ac- 
* cording to the appearing Integrity of it, 

©to 
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© to the utmoſt of what I my ſelf can judge, 
© be intreated by me, thy poor Servant, to 
© ſhew Good unto me, and to ſtrengthen me 
© in thy Ways, according as I (unfeignedly) 
« deſire to walk in them. 

Lord, if ſuch a Wretch as I might have 
© leave to expoſtulate with Thee, if Duſt and 
< Aſhes might have leave to ſpeak to thy Ma- 
< jeſty, and a Sinner to argue with his God; 
© ſince ſuch Deſires to ſerve Thee are agree- 
table to thy Will, and pleaſing in thy Sight, 
© and ſince Thou art of Power ſufficient to pre- 
© ſerve thoſe who are thus Devoted to the 
© keight of their Deſires; Why may not my 
c humble Prayers now be heard, that I may 
< be ſo ſtrengthen'd with thy Grace from this 
Moment, that I may proceed and go for- 
< ward in all Well-doing,fromGrace to Grace, 
< perfeQing Holineſs ia thy Fear, and being 
© never more guilty of any wilful Sin againſt 
Thee, my God! But thus have I humbly en- 
< treated of thy Majeſty before, and with the 
© like ſeeming ſincerity, to my own Senſe, as 
© I now do, yet haſt I hou thought fit to let me 
© ſometimes fall: Looking forward,] ſee ſtill 
© that my Life depends on thy Favour; and 
that I muſt periſh without thy Divine Up- 
holding. What can 1 do more, than thus 
* humbly to entreat thy Majeſty; what can! 
do more, than to fly to Thee, who! ſee 
© haſt the Cuſtody of all my Ways? Tis true, 
© am not to expect that any one Prayer ſhould 
* laſt me for my whole Life, or that this Pe- 
* tition now, ſhou'd acquit me from waiting 

| t upon 
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© upon Thee each Day for the ſame thing in 
© due Form : But canſt Thou refuſe any one 
© Prayer that is faithfully poured forth before 
© Thee, in the Name of thy dear Son, for a 
* Thing agreeable to thy Will? Hear then 
this my humble Requeſt, O Lord, my God, 
according as I unfeignedly deſire to pour it 
© forth before Thee: Let me have Grace to 
© ſerve Thee; Let me be delivered from 
© all Sin and Occaſions of Falling; Let me have 
* Grace to walt upon Thee with never cea- 
* ſing Diligence in Well-doing, with humble, 
* conſtant, and earneſt Prayer; Let me pro- 
* ceed in Holineſs, Exemplarineſs, and all 

* Chriſtian Graces ; make me both inwardly 
* ſound in reſpect of my ſelf, and outwardly 

© influential to all I converſe with; that thy 

* Grace may be in my Heart, and on my 

* Tongue, in my Looks,and in my Eyes, and 

* ſhine bright in all my Actions. Deliver me 

from Temptations and offer'd Occaſions of 
* Falling, and may it pleaſe Thee, for Jeſus 

* ſake, to eſtabliſh my Soul in ſuch Truth, 

das it may not go to ſeek out for it ſelf op- 

* portunities of Sinning, that it may be eſta- 

* bliſhed in thy Fear and thy Love, and that 

* I may be preſerved evermore in perfect in- 

* tegrity and honeſty of Heart before Thee 
* my God. This is it which | hambly beg; 
* and if I want Faith, it is becauſe I know my 

* ſelf unworthy to receive: But my humble 

* Requeſt being agreeable to thy heavenly 

* Will, lam bold to aſſure my Soul, l ſhall not 

© go wholly without an Auſwer. Amen. 
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In the Year 1684, Mr. Bonnel leaving Mr, 
Freeman in France, came directly from thence 


ters upon bis jnto Ireland, and took his Employment of Ac- 


| Office of Ac 
| comptant Ge- 
neral. 


IL deſirous to 
quit all Secu- 
lar Emp.cy- 

| ments. 


compt ant General into his own Hands, which 
had been ſince his Father's Death manag'd by 
others for his Uſe. This is an Office of much 
Buſineſs and great Truſt; in the Diſcharge 
of which, he was ſo remarkably Diligent and 
Faithful, ſo dextrous in Diſpatch,and ſo rea- 
dy to oblige, that he ſoon equally gain'd the 
Eſteem of the Government, and the Love of 
all who were concern'd with him. 
But as Religion ever had the principal Sway 
in his Affections, ſo a mighty Zeal for that, a 
Contempt of this World, and a Mind rais'd 
above its periſhing Concerns, had before this 
Time given him ſtrong Deſires of quitting all 
ſecular Employments,and dedicating himſelf 
entirely to the Service of God ; it could be 
no worldly Conſideration which ſuggeſted 
that Thought to him ; for the Temporal Ad- 
vantages of his Office,were greater than what 
he could have expected in a long time, from 
any Eccleſiaſtical Preferment; and his Sta- 
tion was beſides of ſuſſicient Dignity and Cre- 
dit. But in things relating to God, he con- 
err'd not with Fleſh and Blood; and nothing 
hindred him from aQually entring into holy 
Orders, but the Conſideration that his Em- 
ployment was a great Truſt,and that he muſt 
render an Account to God, not only for his 
Diſcharge of it, but for the Hands into which 
he ſhould put it: A Man of Knowledge and 
ſofacient Skill, but chie fly who had eſtabliſh'd 
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Mr. Ia Character of Piety and unſhaken Virtue, was 
nce what he wanted. And ſuch an one, in the 
Ac. 8 Year 1688, he thought he had found; and 
ich | had actually agreed with him about it, being 
| by I not a little rejoic'd with the Hopes of being 
uch ſoon freed from noiſe, and hurry,and worldly 
rge | Buſineſs; and having nothing to do, but to take 
and care of his own Soul, and do good to the Souls 
-ea- of others. But the News of the late Revolu- 
the tion chang'd that Gentleman's Thoughts, and 
» of broke Mr. Bonnell's Meaſures. 

His Deſires of entring into the Miniſtry, 4» Enemy to 
may ¶ were of a very early Date; for I find that ſe- Soliciting for 
t, a | veralAttempts were made by his Friends, du - Peferment. 
isd ring his Refidence in England, to procure him 
this ſomeSettlement in the Church there; ſome of 
all | which might have ſucceeded, had he ſeconded 
ſelf his Friends Zeal by any Endeavours of his 
| be own: But that he was ſo far from doing, that he 
ted ¶ reckon'd it a great Unhappineſs to the Church, 
ad- that Intereſt and Application had any ſhare 
hat Nin the Diſpoſal of ſpiritual Things. And when 
om his Friend, Mr. Freeman, out of a Senſe of Mr. 
Sta- Bonnell's great Merit, and the Services he had 
re- done him, deſign'd to have ,purchas'd the Ad- 
con- Nvowſon of a Benefice, that he might preſent 
wing (Mr. Bonnet to it; he himſelf was the only 
zoly Perſon that oppos d it, and fo diſappointed 
Im- the kind Intentions of his Friend. 
nuſt | And tis probable that ſome Endeavonrs of 
- his bis Friends, for his Advantage, occafion'd 
he following Meditation, written in the Year 
1680, wherein we will ſee what were his 
entiments of ſoliciting .for Employments in 
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he Church; and what Motives he propoſaſſ« ,;; 
— himſelf, why he ſnould, in all thoſe Aﬀairs, We g., 
chearfully ſubmit to the Will of God, and if | 
acquieſce in his Wiſdom. Tab « wit 
© I have often thought it (ſays he) a gteat ſpe 

© Misfortune of ſome Men, whoſe Condition. het 
© engages them in ſoliciting for Prefermeni and 
© and Places, which they often mifs ; and an ma- 
* urthappy effect of ſome Employments, par-. ,,,; 
© ticulary in Divinity. And I can't but pityſ« G04 
© ſach Men, whoſe Employments almoſt ne- . whe 
< ceſſarily engage them in ſuch Conflicts, aſc a jj 
© ſeem very uneaſie to Fleſh and Blood, and ;f G 
© very apt to ſhock a Chriſtian Temper; For to 
© what is one carried more violently, than to 
© grudge and hate a Rival or Competitor? to 


© ſpeak Evil of him when occaſion is offer d =P 
© andenvy him if he ſucceeds? And what Jea-ſſſc God 
* louſies, what, Animoſities, what Heart -· burn. but: 
< ings, are commonly the Effect of ſuch Dee no n 
© bates ; are naturally apt (without muctiſfc do ;; 
© ſtruggling with one's ſelf) to be producei . Char 
by them? Yet this, O my Soul, will bi Acco 
© made eaſie to Thee, if Thou doſt all wittf« j ;þ; 
relation to God. If Thou counteſt it th win 

© only Buſineſs in this World, to ſerve God +, m 
and conſidereſt, that no Service can be ple: you 

ſing to him, that is not ſubmiſſive ; For i jon 

* I ſerve God but as I will my ſelf, I can't ſup the; 
* poſe it will be acceptable to him: WhereF to p 
* tore I will deſire no Place, Preferment, nolfſe hei 
Employment, to pleaſe, my ſelf, (eſpeciallÞ if ot 
in the Church, but indeed no where elſe at, C 
but to ſcrve God. If therefore fail of an. an 
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* thing of this nature, for me to be diſſatis- 
* fied, or envious, or angry, or the like, is as 
© if I ſhou'd proffer my Service to a Maſter, 
with great Profeſſions of Humility and Re- 
eat ſpect, to do ſuch a piece of Work, which 
Hong he thinks fit to ſet another Servant about, 
nent and 1 immediately fly out into the moſt un- 
1d ane mannerly and undutiful Expreſſions, both 
Par- againſt one and the other, I can't ſay that 
Piti God wholly caſts me out of his Service; for 
t ne- wherever I am in this World, I am in it: 
ts, a All I wait for is, a change of Duties ; and 
and if God thinks not fit to employ me in that 


* Him, as I profeſs, I ought to be far from 
* being diſpleas'd. | 

© Fancy, O my Soul, that thou heareſt thy 
God thus ſpeaking to thee : My Son, tis 
but a little time you will ſtay.an this World; 
* no matter how you are employ'd, ſo you 
do it faithfully and well: The greater the 
Charge 1s,the greater Duty,and the greater 
Account will be expected: Since by all your 
Labour, you ſtrive only to pleaſe me, you 
will do that more, by labouring according 
to my Will, where I ſet you, than where 
you ſeek to place your ſelf. It will not be 
long before I ſhall take you to my ſelf; in 
t ſup the mean time, the higheſt thing you can do 
V hereF to procure my Favour is, to do your Duty 
at, na where my Providence ſhall place you. And 
eclallÞ if other things fail which you deſire, or ain 
e elſeſ at, count that 1 think not fit to remove you, 


of anf 2nd let it ſatisfic you, becauſe it pleaſeth me. 
« thio D Ah 


© Way, if indeed I principally deſire to ſerve 
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© Ah Lord! perfect this important Leſſon inc of! 
« my Heart, which lam beginning to learn, . wo 
© and Thou to teach me; and change meſh « 
© moreand more by the Power of thy Grace, fror 
© till I at laſt be transform'd into the heavenſ: W O 
© ly Likeneſs of thy dear Son. Amen. late: 
The following Meditation, written When, be i 
his Thoughts were more particularly fix I pure 
upon the Miniſtry, news what were his Senti can t 
ments of that ſacred Calling, and how neceſ js or 
ſary he judg'd a ſincere Intention to promotq; our 
God's Glory and the good of Souls, to ren deed 
der us qualified for it, and uſeful in it. Here God 
we may ſee what awful 12 that good þy % 
Man had of that great and difficult Work Affee 
taking Care of the Souls of Men, and what 
a conſtant Eye, all who deſign to be, or are 
engag'd in that Service,ought to have to Go 
in the Diſcharge of it, and how watchfu ry, at 
they ſhould be againſt the Aſſaults of world $ay91 
ly Intereſt and Vanity. cordin 
© If we deſign, ſays he, any Work for th | 
good of Souls, we muſt take care that it b 
© undertaken by God's permiſſion and encouy j 
© ragement; for we are not always compe 
© rent Judges of what is proper to this End 
© in particular Caſes: Many things may ſeen 
© ro our ſhallow Reaſons to have a plaufibl 
* rendency towards it, which God may na 
judge fitting: The Temple had not bee them, 
© ſo fitting for God or his Church's Servidler tha 
© if built by David's Hands. Therefore it. 
© fir we ſhould take his Advice and — 
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n ile of his Word and Providence,) in his own 
ar n, Work, as to laying the Deſign. 
: mel © Next, ia the carrying it on, we muſt 
race from time to time lay the Plummet to the 
Ven Work, and ſee that it ſquares with a right 
latention for God's Glory; that every Word 
be impregnated with a divine Spirit, and 
pure Zeal for the Service of Souls. For how 
can that be likely to do good to Souls, which 
is only intended to ſhew our Parts, or get 
our ſelves Eſteem? Our own Buſineſs in- 
d Tel} deed may be done by the by, in purſuing of 
Her God's; but God's Buſineſs will not be done 
good by che by, in purſuing our own. All Humane 
Vork Affections are unhallow'd in reſpect of 
wha God's Work, and pollute it by being mixt 
Ir are 
o G0 
ztchfu 
world 


whe! 

fix'd 
zenti 
1ece 
)Mote 


rupt this precious Perfume of the Sanctua- 


Savour to God. See that thou do all things ac- 
cording to the Pattern ſhew'd thee in thee Mount, 
for thi aid God to Moſes, when he was about his 
It KA sanctuary: We muſt look up to our Pattern, 
encouſ in doing God's Work, his Will and Dire- 
,OMPpey ion. In that we are not allow'd to pleaſe 
is Endſ our ſelves, or follow our own Fancy and 
y ſeerfflnvention. How can any thing that we do 
laufidlJof our ſelves, be able to benefit Souls? Alas, 
naſ it is as much beyond our Power to benefit 
«them, as it is to redeem them, ſo we muſt. 
1CElet that alone for ever, unleſs the Strength 
f God goes along with our Weakneſs. One 
Is the peculiar Work of God the Son, the 
ther of God the Spirit. Unleſs our Words 
: D 3 © flow 


with it. They are the dead Flies which cor- 


ry, and cauſe it to ſend forth an unpleaſing 
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© flow from his InſtinR, they are like to have 
© but a dead Force upon Souls. 

© It is with theChildren of our Brains, as of 
© our Bodies; if they are not ſanctify'd in the 
Womb, they rarely come ſanctify'd into the 
If we cannot ſay, Lord, let me 
© have no Children, rather than that they 
© ſhould not be thine, we have little ground 
to aſſure our ſelves that they will be his, 
© Thus it is with the Iſſue of our Minds. If 
they are conceiv'd in the Spirit, God wil 
© bring them home to the Souls which he has 
© loved ; there they will find the ſame Spirit 
© making way for them, and cloſing in with 
© them, as Tally anſwers to Tally, and they 
* ſhall effect the deſired Good. 

But ifit be ſaid, does not David complain, 
© I was ſhapen in Wickedneſs,and in Sin hath 
Mother conceived me; Whence then cat 
there be ſuch a Holineſs of Conception, it 
© even ſo Holy a Perſon as David had it not 
in his? It is true, the moſt pious Parent 
© have Humane Frailties, and nothing is per 
* fe on Earth. Who can ſay, he hath made 
© himſelf clean? Who can ſay, his Intentio! 
© is ſo clear, that the Eye of God can diſcert 
© no Spot in it? But this is not expected b 
© God from us, who knows whereof we ar 
© made. In this Caſe he accepts the Deſire o 
perfect Sincerity, for perfect Sincerity | 
« ſelf. Humane Nature is not free from mix 
© ture; but if this mixture be not ſo great: 
© to darken the whole, and change the Colo 
or Property of it, that is, that the mal 

i544 pn 6 _ © zated 
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* intent ſhou'd be for God's Service and Glo- 
have Þ © ry, he graciouſly overlooks it, and accepts it 
for perfect, more or leſs, according to the 
as of Degrees of this mixture. There will be 
n the © ſomelittle Sallies of Self-complacency, ſome 
o the © little Hy- Thoughts creeping in, to glean a- 
t me © mong God's ſheaves ; but if they be curb'd 
they l as ſoon as diſcover'd, and the Intention a- 
ound gain ſet right, the Work goes on orderly, 
> bis. and God accepts and approves it. 
s. If * 19 conclude, upon the whole: Can ! 
I will think that any thing I do, will be able to do 
ie ha good to Souls, unleſs God give it his Bleſſing? 
Spirit And will he bleſs any thing that is not done 
with} © Wholly in his Fear, with an Eye continually 
they * looking up to him for his Guidance and Di- 
* reftion ? Alas! how unhandy Creatures are 
* we in God's Work, how apt to warp aſide 
to worldly or ſelf- Ends? It is not every for- 
* wardneſs of our on to go on with his work, 
* which we are to eſteem a Call from Him: 
* The more forward we are many times, the 
more of Self-Ends there is ſecretly lurking 
is perf} in the Bottom of our Hearts: But if l find 
madd my ſelf at any time filled with a ſincere 
2ntion} © Zeal for God's Glory, and pious Aſſections 
iſcere] © towards him, I may then go on with his 
ted by © Work, he calls me to it: But if I find at 
ve arg © any time the Eſteem of Men, and the Pleg- 
fire off © ſure or good things of this World, to have 
rity if a conſiderable Reliſh or Guſt in my Mind, 
n mix} and by conſequence, my Heart not ſo ten- 
reat i derly affected towards God, (as it will ne- 
Solo * ceſlarily follow ) then let me not offer to put 
mal D 3 my 
iaten | 
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© my Hand to his Work, I ſhall pollute it. 
And ſo if my Bodily Temper unfits me, as 
© God gives me other Work to do, accord- 
ing to my Duty in my Station, then he calls 
© me off from his Work by his Providence, 
© and 1 muſt meekly ſubmit to it, till he 
© thinks fit to give me leave to take it up a- 
© gain. He thinks fit to put this Remora to 
© it, this rubin my Way, and knows well why; 
© and I (ifI reſt ſatisfied in it) ſhall have the 
© Pleaſure and Glory another Day, of know- 
ing the Reaſon too. 

And even in the midſt of all our Confuſi- 
ons and Dangers in this Kingdom in the 
Year 1689, Mr. Bonnell's Deſires of being em- 
ploy'd in the immediate Service of God con- 
tinued the ſame, as the following Prayer on 
his Birth Day, November the 14th 1689. will 
ſuſhciently ſhew. 

© Thou haſt granted me, O-my Father, to 
© be born on that Day, in which thoſe Words 
of thy dear Son are appointed for the Leſ- 
© ſon, I came down from Heaven, not to do my 
© own Will, but the Will of him that ſent me. As 
© if Thou didſt deſign me this in common 
© with Him, to be ſent into the World in 
© ſome kind for thy Work, and on thy Er- 
© rand: O that I may perform it in ſome 
© meaſure with that Delight and Faithfulneſs 
© which He did. O guide my way to it, and 
© aſſiſt mein it: And let the Buſineſs I have 
© ſo much long'd for, the Service of Souls, be 
© the Work of my Life, and Joy of my Mind. 


t Amen. 
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During the. late King James's Reign, Mr. His Behavi- 


Bonnell diſcharg'd his Office himſelf: And gur in King 


tho? he was one, whom the Party that then James“ Riga 


ruPd, could never hope to bring into their 
latereſts; yet ſo fully were they convinc'd of 
his Abilities and Faithfulneſs, that they ne- 
ver thought of removing him from his Em- 
ploy ment: For ſuch an Openneſs and Since- 
rity ſhin'd in all his Actions, ſuch unſnaken 
Fidelity was his Rule and Guide, ſo knownan 
Enemy was he to Faction and Intrigue ; that 
he was not only free from blame, but even 
ſuſpicion ; and the Enemies of his Religion 
reverenc'd his Perſon, 

He wanted not his ſhare of thoſe Appre- 
henfions, which the State of theſe Kingdoms 
(and of Ireland in particular) rais'd in the 
Minds of all true Proteſtants; he ſaw the 
Clouds gathering, and expected and prepar'd 
for a Storm: But the Effects which theſe 
threatning Dangers had upou him, were dif- 
ferent from what they produc'd in the gene- 
rality of Men. For,inſtead of heing diſmay'd 
at the Proſpect of them, inſtead of ſinł ing un- 
der a load of Fears, and deſpairing of Delive- 
rance, he conſider'd the true End and great 
Benefit of Judgments; and what need moſt 
Churches have of being awaken'd by Corre- 
tions, who are too apt to be corrupted by 
Proſperity,and lull'd a Sleep by a long Courſe 
of Peace and Safety. Therefore writing to his 
Friend Mr. Strype, in the Year 1686, he ex- 
preſles himſelf thus. The Army is already 
* chang'd, and God knows what an Effect 

| D 4 © af 
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© an Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion might produce 
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© in the Church. I find our Church-men ex. 
< pe@ it. Our Civil Officers depend on the 
© King's Pleaſure z among the reſt my ſelf. 
© hope there is a happy Time coming of 
< Weeding the Church of England; and had 
© rather, if it pleaſe God, bear my ſhare in 
c Suffering, than that any ſcandalous Perſons 
© ſhould make it part of their Character, to 
© be of a Church ſo truly reſembling the Pri. 
© mitive, if it might be made happy with a 
© quickening Diſcipline. 

All that Reign, his Thoughts were very 
much employ'd ia Arming himſelf againſt 
thoſe Dangers which he ſaw approaching, 
and preparing for the ſevereſt Tryals. His 
private Papers are fol] of excellent Prayers 
and Meditations, proper for a devout Chri- 
ſtian in Times of Difficulty and Diſtreſs 
And he ſeems to have then labour'd more, 
than at any time of his Life before, to diſen- 
gage his Affections entirely from this World, 
and bring his Mind to ſuch an indifferency to 
it, that he might not be at all ſolicitous about 
his Fate here, but ſtil] be ready and willing to 
remove upon the firſt Summons. It was the! 
his daily work to fortity his Soul with a no- 
ble Faith in God, with true Chriſtiaa Cou 
rage and Bravery,and the firmeſt Reſolution 
of ſacrificing Al, even Life it (elf, to Goc 
and his Duty, ſhou'd he be call'd to it. 

And that he was thus employ'd, the Two 
following Meditations, (among many other! 
of the ſame kind,which might be here ey 
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ed) compos'd in the Year 1687, will ſuffici- 
ently ſhew. | 

© The Wicked (ſays he) flies when no Man pur- 
© ſueth, but the Righteous is bold as a Lion. 
© Grace reforms and changes Nature: It makes 
© the Proud Man Humble; the Furious Man 
© Meek and Patient; the Luxurious Man Tem- 
« perate and Mortify'd : But can it alſo make 
© a Coward Valiant? This ſeems to be {fo 
deeply rooted in our bodily Frame, that 
* without molding us a- ne, it cannot admit 
© of any Alteration. And on the other hand, 
© Men that are naturally Stout, tho* never 
© ſo vicious, ſtill retain their Courage. How 
© then ſhall we underſtand this Sentence of 
© the wiſe Man ? Either we muſt conceive it 
* of wicked and righteous Men, who have na- 
* turally equal Degrees of Courage; and then 
© in Caſe of Terror, ſee who is the braveſt 
© Man: Or elſe, we muſt take it in caſe of 
© Publick Calamities, when God viſits ; then 
the Wicked trembleſas a Leaf, but the Righ- 
© teous is bold as a Lion. Fear is a great Sin 
in a good Man; for why ſnou'd he fear, who 
© has the Lord of Hoſts for his Shield, and 
* moſt ſure Protector? His Heart ſtandeth 
* faſt and believeth in the Lord; bis Heart is 
* eſtabliſh'd and will not ſhrink ;, he is not afraid 
* of any evil Tidings ;, nor of any Terror or A- 
© mazement. Tho the Earth be mov'd, and tho 
* the Hills be carried into the midſt of the Sea, 
yet will he not fear. Theſe are the CharaQ- 
© ers of the good Man. Faith that removes 
* Mountains, works this change alſo, and 


Kemp L 0 


© makes Women and Children out- brave dt 
Death and Tyrants in their cruelleſt Forms, d- 
© It is only want of Faith, of believing in the in 
© Lord, that makes good Men fear. Peter, who di 
© had ventur'd out, where never Man went uf 


© before, when he ſaw the Waves ariſe, was 
© afraid. Our Saviour gives the Reaſon, 0 
© Thou of little Faith, Wherefore didſt thou 
© Doubt? I believe that except the Lord keep 
© the Houſe, the Watchman waketh but in 
© vain; I believe that God is my Keeper in 
© the Way of my lawful Calling, and abode; 
© ifI fear, Ieither do not believe, or do not 
< believe enough. If it be his Will to give me 
up to the Violence of evil Men, wherefore 
© ſhow'd I fear his Will? We fear only for 
© ſomething we are fond of: The good Man 
© has given up all his earthly Concerns to 
© God. Iflam ſtill afraid for any of theſe, 
and think this Fear, only an innocent and 
© unavoidable Infirmity of my Nature, I mi- 
© ſtake; for it is a certain Proof, that | am 
< ſtill fond of what I pretend to have given 
© upto God; it is a contradiction to my Pro- 
£ feſſion, and a manifeſt Sin. But if (as I ſaid) 
< it be the Will of God, to give me up to the 
© Violence of evil Men; my Body, my Goods, 
© or my Life; why ſhould | be afraid of 
£ the Will of God, which is full of Goodneſs 
© and kind Intentions towards me? If it be 
c not his Will, I know all the Powers of 
Earth and Hell cannot hurt me. I will lay 
me down therefore ia Peace, aud take my 
* Reſt, for Thou, O Lord, only woken me 
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c dwell in ſafety. I will repoſe my ſelf un- 
der the Shadow of thy divine Pleaſure, and 
in it Will I find a ſure retreat, tho' my Bo- 
« dy and all my earthly Concerns be given 
© yp to Violence. 


The other Meditation is as follows. 


© In time of Wealthand Proſperity God re- 

© quires us to watch and be ſober ; to keep the 
World at a diſtance from our Aﬀections; to 
© live iu ĩt, but not to live to it; to be reaſona- 
© bly pleas'd with it, but not to dote on it. But 
© there is a time when He requires us to be 
© utterly eſtrang'd from it; when the Diſpute 
© is not about Enjoying it more or leſs, but a- 
bout quitting it altogether. When we are 
© to have the Loins of our Minds girt up, as the 
© Iſraelites had their Bodies, the Night they 
© were to go out of Egype ; when we are to be 
as indifferent to Life, or this World, as they 
were to the Land they were leaving; when 
* weare to put our Lives into our Hands, and 
not love them to Death: And this time is, 
* when ſuch a Caſe happens, as we find men- 
* tion'd in the 13th of the Revelations, when 
we have our Choice to Worſhip or Die; no 
Way to eſcape Death, but by a ſinful Com- 
pliance; when none but they whoſe Names 
© are written in the Book of Life, and have Ears 
© to hear, of all that dwell upon the Earth, ſhall 
* refuſe to Worſhip the Be aſt, or his Image. When 
Power is given to it, to fight againſt the Saints, 
and to overcome them; then is the Tune for the 
© Patience 
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© Patience and Faith of the Saints. This is 1 
© time when there is to be no parlying with, 1 
© the World; it muſt not come into our 
Thoughts; we muſt either reſiſt bravely, and. 5 
* ſave our Lives by loſing them, or die for e.. fro 

© ver. We may obſerve more ſevere and live. 
ly expreſt Puniſhments denounc'd againſt 
* ſuch ſinful compliance, than againſt all the. 7. 
© Immoralities and Sins reprov'd in holy, Ph 
* Writ. Thus Rev. xiv. 9, 10, 11. If ay 
© Man worſhip the Beaſt and his Image, the ſam: 
E ſhall drink of theWine of the Wrath of God, which. of. 
A poured out without mixture, in the Cup of hi, By 
Indignation; and he ſhall be tormented with 
Fire and Brimſtone, in the Preſence of the hoh and 
Angeli and in the Preſence of the Lamb : And 
* the Smoke of their Torment aſcendeth up for ever for 
* and ever; and they have no reſt Day and Nigbi ¶ nable 
And the Reaſon is, becauſe the Temptation Rod 
* greater to this than any otherSin; and there- ; 
fore it is ballanced with greater Terrors thoſe 
to arm us agaiaſt it. The Diſpute here i Chur 
not about reſiſting ſome little Temptation, 
* from which we might hope to recover ont to ble 
* Selves again, and repent ; but about reſiſt 
ing a Sin, that can never be repented of; a- 
© bout parting with Life and Al at once, or Holy 
Falling for ever. And on the other hand, a;; 
*the Terror is great ; ſoGod ſtands by,heart- 
ning his own Soldiers, and encouraging such 
them to quit the World reſolutely, and die ligion 
© bravely. Ver. 12, 13. Here is the Patience «| 
© the Saints, here are they that keep the Com An 
* manaments of God, and the Faith of Feſuers in 
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© And I heard a Voice from Heaven ſaying untu 
© me, Bleſſed are the Dead that die in (or for) 
© the Lord, even ſo ſaith the Spirit, for they reſt 


from their Labours, and their Works ſhall fol- 
* low them. And they ſing the Song of Moſes, 


© and the Song of the Lamb, Chap. xv. 3. The 
6 Triamphal Song after the Overthrow of 
t Pharoah, and the Lamb's Triumphal Song 
© after his glorious Reſurrection, when He 
© ceas'd from his Labours, and all the Sons 
© of God ſhouted for Joy. | 

By ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, Mr. Bonnell was 
very well fitted for whatever cov'd befal him; 
and he took the true Way to make Dangers 
not only tolerable but eaſie, by flying to him 
for ſuccour, who can either give ſafety, or e- 
nable us to bear trouble; can remove the 
Rod, or ſweeten its Pains. Nor was he leſs 
earneſt in his Prayers for the removal of 
thoſe Calamities he ſaw falling upon the 
Church, than careful to fit himſelf ro bear 
his owa ſhare of them. And we have reaſon. 
to bleſs God, that he (among other Religious 
Perſons) was then devoutly employ'd in fer- 
vent Addreſſes to God for his Church and our 
Holy Religion; ſince we may reaſonably be- 
lieve that their Pious Iaterceſſions ſhorten'd 
our Troubles, and preſerv'd us under them. 


Such publick Bleſſings are the Devout and Re- 


ligiaus, fince to their Prayers, even the 
Wicked owe their Peace and Safety, 

And how conſtant, how earneſt his Pray- 
ers in thoſe Days of Trouble were, the fol- 
lowing Meditation will ſhe w. 


« If 


Hrs Behavi- 
| our upon the 
breaking out 
| of the late 
| Troubles. 


| 


| 46 
November 
| 1687. 


The Exemplary LIFE of. 

* If it ſhould pleaſe God to let this Storm 
© blow over us which now hangs fo black, and 
© turn his Judgments into a Bleſſing ; I ſhould 
© not be capable of any Comfort from ſuch a 
© happy Day, if | ſhou'd reflect that I had not 
© perform'd my Part in Praying earneſtly to 
© God for ſuch a Bleſſing. They only that 
© Sow in Tears, ſhall Reap in Joy : If I have 
© no part in that holy Sowing, I ſhall look 
upon my ſelfto have no ſhare in that happy 
© Harveſt. I ſhall be like the ſullen Samaritan 
© Lord, who would not believe the Prophet's 
© Word. I ſhall ſee the Plenty with my Eye, 
but not be ſuffered to taſt of it. If Perſons 
join together for an Adventure, and put 
© in their Stocks; ſurely the Gain, when it 
returns, ſhall be divided between them, 
© and a Stranger ſhall not intermeddle with 
© their Profit. Good People are now ſtir - 
ring up themſelves to join earneſtly toge- 
© ther in Prayer, for a removal of the Judg- 
© ments that threaten us; and ſurely if I join 
© not with them with my humble Prayers, l 
* fhall ſee a Bleſſing falling into their Bo- 


* ſoms ; I ſhall ſee it, and look ſad, and go 


© away empty. | | 

And as Mr. Bonnell ſaw Danger coming on, 
with a very compos d Mind, ſo his Apprehen- 
ſions did not grow greater at the near approach 
of it. For I find in his private Papers, an Ac- 
count of his Behaviour, when this Kingdom 
was univerſally alarm'd at the Report of a 
Maſlacre, deſign'd to have been aQed upon 


the Ninth of December 1688. This News |. 
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aſtoniſh'd the Proteſtants every where, parti- 
cularly in Dublin, and great Multitudes fled 
in Confuſion to the Sea - ſide to eſcape, as they 
beſt con'd,for England. What ſhare Mr. Bon- 
nel had in theſe Pears, and how quickly he 
got the better of them; what now follows 
will beſt ſhew, writ that very Day of Terror 
and Diſorder, when the Impreſſions, which a 
common Danger might raiſe in the beſt re- 
ſolved Mind, wou'd probably be ſtrongeſt. 


© How inconftant are humane things: Bleſ- December 9; 
© ſed is the Soul that has his Hope fixed on 1688. 


Thee, O Lord. Laſt Thurſday the Letter 
« threatning a Maſſacre of all the Engliſb on 
this Day, came to Town; and People not 
© recetving ſuch ſatisfaction from the Lord 
© Depnty as they expected, began to think of 
England, and multitudes flock d away. I went 
* my ſelf to Ringa-end, thinking if there were 
* any Alarm, I was nearer to take Shipping; 
had the Duties of my Place upon me, and 
no leave to go: Therefore I wowd not go, 
* unleſs in Caſe of Extremity, when no Duty 
* cou'd be attended on. If I deſired to follow 
the Direction of God, and to watch and ob- 


| ſerve the Guiding of his Providence in e- 


very leſſer Affair of my Life, ſurely I ſnou'd 
do it in the moſt important one, my Life it 
' ſelf; for if I may preſume any thing rela- 
ting to me to be his Care, this no doubt is. 
© Now the Index of his Will, is his Provi- 
* dence; and of his Providence, is my Duty : 
This is the Star that points out to me the 
* Courſe I am to take. If I am — 

from 


[ 

I 

. 
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quire of Nes, Iwou'd retire my ſelf tomy 


© thy ſelf. Lord, Thou loveſt to ſuccour it 
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© from my Duty,Lmay expect God's Protecti. I « ; 
on in going from hence; if not, in ſtaying « 
© here. While I waited at Rings-end, uncer-ſ « y 
© tain in my Reſolutions, I remember'da Verſe « 
© of the firſt Leſſon at laſt Night's Prayers, t 
© which then I took notice of, but forgot it ia « 7 


© the hurry of going away, Jai. xxx. 15. ef 


© returning and reſt ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietneſi © T 


© and confidence ſhall be your Strength, God re- ir 


© quires of us a confident Reliance on him, inf © © 
© theStation herein he ſets us; a quiet doĩag © p 
c of our Duty, and He promiſes his ſafe-guardſſj « 
© to ſuch. I thought therefore I wou'd return, e q, 
and put my ſelf into his Hands, and endea- « To 
© your quietly to compoſe my ſelf to await his m 
© Pleaſure. Inſtead of hurrying about to en-ſ « @ 


God, and ſettle Matters between Him and my 
© Soul. Behold Iam come, O my God, hide 
not thy ſelf from thy Servant in the Day ot 
© Danger. O ſhut not ouf thy ſelf from me 
© this Day, when the matter in Debate is m. 
© appearing before Thee for ever. I have de 
<ſerv'd,l muſt humbly acknowledge, that Tho 
cſnhou'dſt withdraw thyGraceandFayour fron 
© my Soul. But caſt not away, O Lord, al 
© thy paſt Favours, and let them not be loſ. 
upon me. Pardon, for thy tender Mercies 
© my unworthineſs of them, and awaken m 
© Soul to behold Thee, that thy Preſence ma 
< purife it from all theDroſs it has contracted 
by converſing in the World, and fit it foffþ 


« Diſtreſs ; nothing is ſo pleaſing to genero 
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Love, as to reſcue from Danger thoſe whom 
© it is pleas'd to favour. For what Sentiments 
© does this awaken in an ingenious Heart! 
© Who can but adore that watchful Love, which 
© ſeaſonably comes into its Preſervation ! This 
© then, O Lord, is my humble Confidence in 
Thee; for I not only hope for Deliverance 
* from Thee, but that Thou wilt make this 
© Deliverance, a Means to my Soul of return- 
ing to Thee Love and Praiſes for ever. But, 
O my God, inſtru& my Soul to remove all 
* Difficulties that lye in the Way of thy Mer- 
© cy; that every corrupt Affection may be 
© done away, Which hinders my approach to 
Thee; andI may make my Peace with Thee, 
© my God, by the Methods Thou haſt pre- 
© ſcrib'd, even Humiliation and Sorrow, and 
© earneſt Calling upon Thee. We are not to 
© think, but that even this Terror is a Judg- 
* ment from Thee. O pardon, gracious Lord, 
tze Sins that have more immediately pro- 
* vok'd it; even our not having laid to Heart, 
© ſo much as we ſhould, the Terrors of thy 
Soul, O moſt gracious Lord Jeſu, which 
Thou didſt undergo for our ſakes, when thy 
Soul was ſorrowſul even unto Death, and cry d 
* out, Father, ſave me from this Hour : By thy 
Terrors, O Lord, ſanctiſie this thy Judg- 
© ment, and let us always love to meditate on 
* thy Agony for our ſakes. Amen. 

I find another excellent Meditation of his, 
upon the ſame publick Troubles, compos'd by 
him, December the Twenty ſecond 1688, when 
our Fears agd 2 were at the Cres 
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eſt Heighth 3 and which ! ſhall here give thy 
Reader, that he may ſee how Mr. Boxnell, by a 
firm Confidence in God, ſecut'd the Peace of 
his own Mind, in that general Diſorder ; and 
may learn the Way to be ſafe and happy,fhon'd 
God ſend the ſame Calamities upon us. 

* Ifat-xxx.15. Thus ſaith the Lord, the holy one 
4 of Iſrael, in returning and reft ye ſhall be ſaved, 
in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be your ſtrength: 
In returning from your folicitous Cares and 
anxious Fears, and vain Projectings for your 
© efcape and ſafety. The Time you beſtow 
upon theſe, to how much better purpoſe 
© wou'd it be laid out in waiting upon the, 


and imploring my Aid and Protection, who 


© am ſo eaſily able to defend you? And this is 
the Reaſon why in time of Danger, I require 
_ reſting quietneſs aad confidence in me; 
cauſe if | think fit not to give you Delive- 

© France, this fits your Souls for my ſelf, to en- 
© joy me in a much better Condition. Burt if 
© I fend Deliverance, this maks you know that 
© it comes from my Hand, and diſpoſes you 
© to make me thankful Returns for it. They 
© that in Danger do not diſpoſe themſelves to 
© a Dependance on God, and Confidence in 
Him, if Deliverance comes, they are apt to 
< impute it to an Arm of Fleſh, or to Chance, 
and the Revolution of Things. But thoſe 
© Souls, that quiet themſelves in God, and 
© with an humble Confidence depend wholly 
© on bis Power and readineſs to help them, if 
© it be his Will, ſee plainly that what Delive- 
© rance they obtain, is wrought by his ** ö 
is 
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This makes them prize the Mercy, and praiſe 
© Him for it. O my God, I ſee many of thy 
© Seryants,in Conſcience of their Duty,expoſe 
© themſelves to Hazard in this Place; I have 
* alſo a Duty here; thy Providence has con- 
© tinu'd it to me; the preſent Seaſon indeed 
* does eagle me from attending it for ſome 
Time; but ſhould 1 not by removing, be a 


'B* Diſcouragement to thy Servants,who are ob- 


© lig'd to ſtay here? Lord, Thou haſt ordered 
* and govern'd my whole Life hitherto, and 
© every Circumſtance of it; I know I am now 


© under thy Protection and Care; I know - 


Thou art not unmind ful of me, (pardon 
© my Unworthineſs to aſſure my ſelt ſo,) O 
© keep my Eyes ſtedfaſt upon Thee, and upon 
© the Indications of thy Will and Providence, 
that I may not be forward to do any thing 
* of my own Head, leaſt I put my ſelf out of 
the Way of thy Mercy and Protection. The 
People in the Wilderneſs, were not to ſtir 
till the Clond began to remove before them. 
Let me attend the Motions of thy Providence 
with a conſtant Eye lifted up to Thee; if 
Thou calleſt me from hence, (by any Pro- 
vidence) let me go in Obedience to thy 
Will. If Thou requireſt me to ſtay here, 
and bear thy good Servants Company, (for 
thy ſuffering Servants are the pureſt of thy 
Flock, let me ſtay in Obedience to the ſame 
Will, aud diſpoſe my ſelf to bear with them 
the Iſſues of thy Pleaſure upon us; that we 
may glorifie Thee by Life or by Death, or 


hat oe ver Thou ſhalt ordain to us. Hear 


3 me, 
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© me, O gracious Lord, in the multitude of 
© thy Mercies, and prepare my Heart for thy 
© Will, and to receive the Decrees of thy in- 
© nite Wifdom concerning me; prepare me 
c always for thy holy Prefence; and whether 
I live or die, let me be ever Thine. Grant 
© the ſame Mercy to all thy diftrefſed Servants 
© in this Place; and as Thou haſt viſited us 
* with one common Trouble, ſo unite us in 
© thy Fear, and make us partake of the ſame 
© Grace and Mercy: Lord, be glorified in us, on 
© and let our Souls find Acceptance with du 
© Thee, through the beloved our Lord jeſu th. 
© Chriſt and only Advocate. Amen. on 


And leaſt any inward Remorſe might ſhoc of 
his dependance upon God, I find him about that NM. 
time particularly diligent, to ſet all Matters | 
right between God and his Soul, hat being the] f 
trueFoundationof Confidence in publick Trou] 
bles. To this purpoſe is the following Meditati- < t. 
on, written upon Chriſt mas- Day in the Morning ii. 
that very Vear of Diſorder and Confuſion. . 

© God hath ſaid, In Ouietneſs and Conſidencii i 
© ſhall be your Strength. But who can have Con-] P 
© fidence in God? St. John hath told us, H © in 
© whoſe Heart condemns him not. And whois the © v 
happy Man, whoſe Heart condemns him not © tc 
St. Paul, hy a reaſonable Inference tells us, Hl p. 


© that alloweth not himſelf in any thing which ij © 4 

* condemneth, (Rom.xiv.22.) Happy is he th © te 

© condemneth not himſelf in that thing which be af © 

* loweth. And again, Heb. x. 18, 19. Where ther p 

© 3s Remiſſion of Sins, we have boldneſs to enter inf © it 

* to the Holieſt by the Blood of Feſus, becauſe thi} * 
| | « B/ 
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© Blood of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth us ſram all Sin, 
© x Joh.1.7. So then the Pardon of our Sins 
© gives us this confidence in God. Come, O my 
Soul, let us go to the Blood of Jeſus, that we 
© may be cleanſed by it; that our Body may be 
made clean by his Body, and our Souls waſh'd 
© by his precious Blood: that we may obtain 
this Confidence, our only means of Strength 
and Support in this time of Danger. 

The effect of theſe Exerciſes was a Reſoluti- 
on of not attempting to remove from Dublin 
during the War, whatever Dangers might 
threaten him there. He had quite different noti- 
ons of the Means of Safety, from the generality 
of theWorld,as you may ſee by the following 
Meditation,written not long after the former. 

© It is not always the moft fancied Place 
for Security is indeed the moſt ſecure. The 
Remnant of Fudah, after the Captivity, 
thought Egypt moſt ſecure. Whereas abiding 
© in the Place where they were, wou'd have 
been moſt ſecure for them. And the Reaſon 
is, becauſe it is God only can make any 
Place ſecure to us. And a quiet Confidence 
in Him, arifing from an humble walking 
with Him, is the only means to engage Him 
© to ſecure our Abode to us. If becaule of the 
© preſent Diſtreſs, St. Paul adviſed the Corinthi- 
© ans not to Marry,that they might better at- 
tend upon the Lord without Diſtre8ion, (1 Cor. 
© vii. 35.) the ſame Reaſon will hold againſt 
© projecting Removals, as a thing likely to di- 
*ſtra> our Thoughts in diſtreſſed Times, 
* when we moſt need to have them recolle&- 

| E 3 + ed 
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© edand ſtayed upon God ; and to be every 
© Minute compos'd and ready to lay hold on 
© his Hand at the Appearance of Danger. 
Thus armed with confidence in God, Mr, 
Bonnell waited the Iſſue of our common Dan- 
gers: And as he put himſelf iuto God's Hands, 
ſo from God he had Safety and Protection, 
and even Liberty during all our Troubles. 


6 pe 4 Letter He was continued in his Employment with- 
* che Biſhop out his deſiring it, and 'twas happy for many 
Lf Kilmore's Proteſtants that he was ſo; ſince whatever he 
17 _ Ser receiv'd out of it, he diſtributed among them 


with a liberal Hand, He ſought out Oppor- 
tunities of Relieving his needy Brethren, and 
went about doing Good to the Neceſſitous and 
Oppreſs'd. He boldly pleaded for them to 
thoſe who were then in Power; and ventur'd, 
without Concern, Intereſt, Favour, and even 
his neceſſary Subſiſtance, (ſo couragious does 
Piety and Charity make Men) to get the in- 
jur'd Proteſtants reliev'd, 

And indeed, as Bounty to the Poor was one 
of thoſe Virtues which always ſhin'd Eminent- 
Iy in him, tho? none more induſtrious to con- 
ceal it than he; ſo I find him in more Places 
than one, offering Arguments to himſelf why 
he ſhou'd in thoſe Times of Diſtreſs be more 
large in his Alms than he us'd to be at others, 
I ſhall here inſert two Meditations exciting to 
Charity, one written in the Year 1688, the 
other in 1689. The firſt is as follows. 

© Man lives not by Bread alone; much leſs 
© hy Gold and Silver; for Bread may maintain 


© one, when Money can't keep from eee 
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© but by every Ward of God, by his Favour and 
* Bleſſing ; it is his Command, and giving the 
« Bleſſing, that makes any thing effequal to ſu- 
© ſtain us. And his Command can make what 
cis left as effectual to ſuſtain thee, as what thou 
© haſt given away, and much more added to it, 
wou'd have been. But without his Command, 
© what Abundance can ſuſtain thee? The Ruſt 
and the Canker will eat it up, and thy Riches 
© will make themſelves Wings, and fly away 
from thee. Inſure then thy Stock in a Time of 
Trouble and Danger, in the great Inſurance 
Office in Heaven. It will be done at a reaſon- 
© able Rate, and all the World cannot give 
© thee ſuch Security of being anſwer'd as tho 
© wilt find there. Thou wilt certainly find thy 
© Principal here or hereafter with an hundred 
© Fold. *Tis infallibly certain as God is true; 
© As God is God, thou may'ſt depend upon it. 
The other Meditation was written Fune 
19th, 1689. 
© This Day being the publick Faſt-Day ia 
* England for this Kingdom, had for its ſe- 
© cond Leſſon in the Morning, Luke 3d. where- 
ia is remarkable John Baptiſt's Diſcourſe 
to the People: The Ax is laid to the Root of 
* the Tree: Now no longer to he forbarn, 
* either immediately to bring forth good 
© Fruit, or to be cut down: And to the Peo- 
* ple, demanding what they ſhould do; his An- 
* {wer is, He that hath two Coats, let him impart 
* to him that hath none ; and he that has Meat, 
© let him do likewiſe. Teaching us, that in a 
Time of publick Trial, when matters are 
E 4 © come 
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© come toextremity, and God ariſes to Judg. 
© ment againſt a People, Works of Mercy and 
Charity are moſt likely to prevail for a Blef- 
© ſing; either to the turning away the pub- 
© lick Scourge, or ſaving particular Perſons 
© from the general Calamity. And are not 
© Works of Mercy at ſuch times particularly 
© reaſonable? For what ſignifies keeping of 
© Snperfluities, when we know not how long 
© we ſhall live to uſe them? Or if we live, is 
« it not better to give them now to thoſe that 
* need them, than to keep them to be taken 
© away by ſuch as will only deſtroy them. 

Tho? Mr. Bonnell bore his own ſhare of the 
Calamities of that Time, witha very calm and 
ſerene Mind ; yet there was one thing that 
gave him no ſmall Diſturbance, and that was, 
our Troubles not producing that Reformati- 
on among Proteſtants which might have been 
expected while the Rod was upon them, tho 
no doubt, a great many were very much bet- 
tered by ic. What his ſenſe of theſe Things 
were, will ſufficiently appear by the enſuing 
Mediration,compos'd onIWhit-Sunday, 1689. 

© To have a Heart full of Concern for the 
© Glory of God and the Souls of Men; to ſee 
* the World lye in Wickedneſs and Igno- 
© rance of God, and not be able to remedy 
© It; is it not an uncomfortable State? But 
to be filled with a Divine Power and Abili- 
© ty to work upon the Hearts of Men, to con- 
* vince them and bring them off from this Sin 
© and Ignorance, as the Apoſtles were by the 
coming down of the Holy Ghoſt, can any 
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© thing be a greater Comfort ? To force the 
World to believe the Truth of what they 
© witneſſed, and acquit them from being De- 
© ceivers, Is it not an exceeding Comfort ? 
© But how is this Comfort fulfill'd to us? We 
© ſee a World, in which we are, lying in 
* Wickedneſs; the Judgments of God gone 
© out againſt it, and yet the Inhabitants of it 
© do not learn Righteouſneſs ; God ſeems re- 
© ſolved to Reform or Cut us off, and yet lit- 
© tle Reformation appears. And what can 
© thoſe now do, who ſee this ſtate of our Age, 
© who ſee it, and ſee themſelves without 
power to help it? Who ſee the Wicked- 
© neſs of the World, and cannot ſnatch Men 
* out of the Fire? Where is the Lord God of 
© Elijah? Where is the Promiſe of the Com- 


forter, ſo plentifully fulfilled to the bleſſed 


© Apoſtles of our Lord? Where is this double 
Portion of his Spirit that deſcended on them? 
Is not the Promiſe, He ſhall remain with you 
always? Lord God, theſe are thy Flock now, 

das much as they were of old; thy People, 
and the Sheep of thy Paſture, tho? they have 
gone aſtray, tho' they refuſe to be reclaim- 
ed. O comfort thy Servants with Power 
to call home theſe Wanderers from Thee, 
and bring them into thy Fold : To convert 
the unrepenting World, to turn many to 
Righteouſneſs, and cover a multitude of 
Sins. Amen. 


When in the Progreſs of the War, the Pro- 
eſtants in Dublin were denied the Exerciſe 
df their Religion; their Churches turn'd in- 
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and Fer vours of his private Devotions. Thus 


The Exemplary LIFE of 


to Priſons, and their Miniſters conſin d; Mr.. 
Bonnell deeply lamented thoſe Sins which 
brought down that which he accounted the 
ſevereſt of God's Judgments ; and endea- 
vour'd to ſupply the Want of the Churches 
publick Prayers, by the greater Conſtancy 


June the 25th 1690, a few Days before the 
Victory of the Boyn, he expreſs'd the Sorrow: 
and Devotion of his Soul, in the following 1" 
Meditation. | Pri 

2 O Lord, for our negligence in thy o 
* Worſhip and Service, doſt Thou ſhut u but 
© out from the Liberty of meeting together "5 
to celebrate it. Vet even this l truſt will turn fils 
* to good, to thoſe that fear Thee, in making} lon 
© them more zealous and fervent in Praying 18 
© to Thee in private; andafterwards, that hit] 
Thou wilt give them Grace to redeem the Ve! 
© Faults they have been guilty of, by greaterſſ] "5 
© Fervency in Publick, when Thou ſhalt gra- hir 
« cjouſly reſtore to us the Liberty of it. But En 
© Lord, we are not better than thy Servants, 
© who are totally depriv'd of theſe Means | End 
© (Ah! that it is not to be ſaid how far we may our 
be worſe than they ;) Why then ſhould it b to! 
© preſum'd that Thou wilt deal with us ſo © 
© much more graciouſly, than Thou haf Bu! 
thought fit to do with them? We are inſ*<de 
© thy Hands, and have deſerved no good fron iber 
Thee. Juſtly may'ſt Thou depriye us of thqg*"er 
Liberty and Exerciſe of our Religion, But ad 0 
then, let not the extraordinary Supplies o a 
thy Grace be wanting to us; for Tho”: 5 

© canl 


James Bonnell Eg; 


; Mr.. can'ſt work without Means, as well as with 
which them; and even this ſevere Diſpenſation of 
thy Providence, will be turn'd to a Mercy 
toall of us, if it puts us upon Repentance 
for all our abuſes of that great freedom of 
thy holy Ordinances, which Thou haſt ſo 
long indulg'd to us; for our irreverent, 
careleſs, undevout Behaviour in thy Wor- 
ſhip; for our pleaſing our Selves in other 
Things, in our coming into thy Houſe of 
Prayer, beſides meeting and ſerving Thee 
our God. If it help us to repent of theſe a- 
buſes of thy Houſe here, before Thou take 
us to thy Houſe in the Heavens; and if it 
fills us with hungrings, and thirſtings, and 
longings after thoſe Opportunities of ſerv- 
ing Thee, which we have too ſlightly valu'd 
hitherto z Thou may'ſt make even a total 
Deprivement turn to a greater Bleſſing to 
us, as I truſt Thou wilt do, if Thou ſhalt 
think fit ſo to deal with us, than the freeſt 
Enjoyment. Thou knoweſt how to conduct 
thy Servants to thy Self; for this is the 
End of all their Travails; O let this Aim fill 
our Souls, and we ſhall unconcernedly leave 
to Thee the Ordering of the Things of this 
World, which we have done with. 

on hall But theſe Calamities were ſoon over, ſuc- 
are iieeded by all that Joy which long wilh'd for 
od fron$\derty, Safety and Peace, ou'd give, One 
3s of ticheneral Releaſe diſcharg'd a our Prifoners ; 
\n. Buffad our Churches again return'd to their true 
pplies of ſe, and became Houſes of Prayer. Aud as 
or Thel. Bonnell had always expreſs'd his Sorrow 
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in penitential Complaints and fervent Pray: 
ers to God, ſo now his Joy turn'd all to Prail- 
es. But how different were his Reflexion 
upon that ſurprizing Turn of Affairs, fron 
thoſe of moſt others, who ſhar'd in the Deli 
verance it gave! As different, it is to b 
fear'd, as his Behaviour had been before. Th 


e ( 
4S1 
can 
Var 


mutual Careſſes of the Proteſtants, after thei mie 
new-gain'd Freedom, he improv'd to the no em 
bleſt Purpoſes, thence to raiſe his Mind . fro: 
Heaven, and contemplate thoſe EndearmentyF the) 


that ſeraphic Love and Joy which ſhall fill thif and 
Souls of the Faithful at their meeting in th Hoy 
happy Place. one 
The Day of Ho did we ſee (ſays he) the Proteſtant Day 
Dublin's De-“ on the great Day of our Revolution, Th ficul 
liverance. day the third of July, (a Day ever to be n 
* membred by us with all Thankfulneſs ; ( 
© had it been begun with viſiting our Churcl 
< es, and preſenting our ſelves there to GC 
© our Deliverer,) congratulate and embra 
© one another as they met, like Perſons all and 
© from the Dead! Like Brothers and Siſte were 
meeting after a long Abſence, and going 
bout from Houſe to Houſe, to give each 
< ther Joy of God's great Mercy; enquiril 
© of one another how they paſt the late Ds 
© of Diſtreſs and Terror! What apprehe 
„ © ſions they had; what fears or dangers t 
H © were under; thoſe that were Priſone 
$ © how they got their Liberty, how they wt 
treated, and what from time to time ti 
thought of things. 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


Pray: © O that this may bea happy Type to us, 
PraiſW* as it is as lively an Emblem as this World 
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hey we 


ime ti 


can give, of the joyful Meeting of the Ser- 
vants of God in Heaven at the great Day of 


Jubilee, when all the Terrors of Death and 


judgment ſhall be over, and Chriſt our 
great Deliverer ſhall have put all our Ene- 
mies under his Feet. How will they then 
embrace and congratulate for their Eſca 


from all their Terrors and Fears! How will 


they welcome one another into that bleſſed 
and ſecure abode of eternal Peace and joy 
How may we ſuppoſe, will they enquire of 
one another, how they paſt through thoſe 
Days wherein they were parted ! W hat Dit- 
ficulties they met with in Life, after the 0- 
thers had left them! With what Apprehen- 
ſions or Terrors they paſt through their 
laſtAgony! And what Comforts or Supports 
they had under it! Oge will ſay, I remem- 
ber you were a Priſoner, in Bondage to Sin, 
and under the Slavery ofdivers Luſts ; How 
were you ſet free? How did you conquer 
thoſe great and ſtubborn Enemies we left 
you conflicting with? Iremember, to ano- 
ther, you were with Child ia thoſe Days, 
loaded with the incumbrances of the World, 
the Cares of getting and keeping Riches,and 


providing for a Family, in a degree above 


what was neceſſary, either for their Happi- 


neſs or your State. To another, you were 


on the Bed of Sickneſs in the time of this 

Alarm, oppreſs'd with diſtracting Croſſes, 

domeſtick Diſturbances, foreign ry 
© an 
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© and Oppreſſions, inward Pains and Diſeaſes 
© How did you get through all your Infirmi. 
© ties? How did you eſcape, who were notas 
© able to ſtir from the Bed? With Joy, each Hen 
< will reply, God did all this for us. 
After this manner did Mr. Bonnell improve 
that great Deliverance ; and ſo much did Re. 
ligion poſſeſs his Thoughts, that (as 1 find 
from his Papers) it was his uſual Practice, from 
the daily Occurrences of the World, and the 
moſt familiar Affairs of Life, to draw ſuch 
Reflections, as might beſt keep his Mind in a 
devout Frame, and confirm him in his Duty, 
But his ſhare in that general Joy was ſoon 
abated, from two Cauſes; the one particu- 
lar to himſelf; the other, of more publick 
Concernment. The Death of his Mother was 
his particular Cauſe of Grief, which he heard 
of by the firſt Letters that came from England, 
and which he lamented with true religious} 
Sorrow. He bore her the tendereſt Reſpect, 
as well as greateſt Love; for ſhe had done 
every thing for him which natural Fondnefſs, 
or religious Concern, cou'd ſuggeſt 3 and he 
was ſenſible of all his Obligations to her, 
from Duty and Gratitude, as well as Nature. 
His Meditations upon her Death, (too long 
and particular to be here inſerted) ſhew a Spi- 
rit truly aſflicted for ſuch a Loſs ; yet ſubmm · 
ting without Murmur to the Will of God,theF" 
greateſt Love to, his Parent, yet greater to 
Him who had taken her away. e 


James Bonnell Zi,; 


13 
eaſes) 


* was the little Reformation which the judg- Y Vice . 
each Inents of God had wrought in this Kingdom. 

He reaſonably expected, that thoſe who had 
lamented the Want of their Churches, ſhou d 


hrong to them with Joy, when they were re- 
or'd to them, and praiſe God continually 
for that great Mercy : That Unity and Love 
d the ou'd univerſally prevail among thoſe, who 
ere not only Profeſſors of the ſame Religion, 
but had been Feltow-ſufferers for it ; but that 
diſputes, Contentions, and Revenge, ſhou'd 
Je for ever done . But when he ſaw 
rticu-· Pur Troubles ſacceeded by a Torrent of Vice, 
ad the Rod no ſooner remov'd, but God, who 
ad appointed it, by too many forgotten; when 
eſaw Immorality and Prophaneneſs conquer 
s faſt as our victorious Arms; and that the 
ame Army. that deliver'd us, did corrupt 
too ; ſo melancholy a Proſpect did very 
uch move him, rais'd many {ad Thoughts 
1 his Mind, and made him conclude, that 
e Time of our compleat Deliverance was 
lot yet come. 
ture. The following Meditation, written July the 
o long ird, 1699, will expreſs his Senſe of theſe 
10 Spi ings, and particularly ſhew how he lament- 
* bmit-| the violent Behaviour of ſome Proteſtants, 
od, themediately upon their Deliverance. 
ater toll ſee now plainly, that it is from the un- 
chriſtian Enmity and Spite againſt one a- 
nothetzꝭ in- Kingdom, that the Judgment 


Hig the Sword is fant upon it fo much oft- 
ner 


His other Cauſe of Trouble, and. what He Laments 
touch'd him as ſenſibly as any Loſs cou'd do, the Prevalen* 
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© ner than on other Places; and that once e. 

© yery Forty Years we muſt expect a Commo . © t 
< tion.Perbaps Commotions may happen as of-W © uy 
© ten in Frontier Places, which lie between two ii 
© Countries ; and for the ſame Reaſon, becauſſſ* t! 
© they conſiſt of mixt People: And this Vie ti 
© being moſt apt to happen between ſuch, God I 
© puniſhes it periodically, by letting its natu-Y* M 
© ral Effect take Place. I look upon it as incu* T 
© rable in this Kingdom, while it conſiſts o or 
different People; For all the Laws of ChriF* fe: 
© ſtianity will not reform it,becauſe the great. Br 
© eſt Part of Mankind are not guided by thoſd Te 
© Laws. If ever it cou'd have been mendedF* Be 
© ſurely it wou'd now, on the Proteſtant ſideſ pe; 
© when for above a Year and a Half, we ha fir! 
© been learning our Religion in the bei ant 
© School, that of Diſcipline ; when the who int 
© Proteſtant Cauſe has been at ſtake, and off {cl 
© thers have led us the Way in the ſevere! 
© Sufferings. To ſee now a Company 0 
© Men, that call themſelves Proteſtants, conf 
© mitting the ſame Outrages that Roman Ca 
© tholicks had done before; to ſtart up fro 
the midſt of Slavery, to the height of Vic 
© lence and Injuſt ice: What made theſe Me 
© be at the Pains to call themſelves Proteſtant 
at this time? Why did they mat profeſs 
* ny Religion, ſince they had none? Ce 
© tainly for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
* pleaſed God that our Preſſures were note 
tream, and that they look'd that the Rom 
* Catholick Cauſe cou'd not long ſtand « 


Foot in theſe Kingdoms. Some Religit 
6 rhe 
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mmo . they were us'd to; or rather, they were 
vas of * us'd to call themſelves by ſome Names, and 
en tuo ialiſt themſelves under ſome Faction; which 
ecauſe they adher'd to, becauſe People love to gra - 
is Vice tile their Humour of oppoſiag others. 
ch, God There's ſomething pleaſing in it to carnal 
s natuſ* Miads Thus, G Almighty Lord God, 
is incu}* Thou paniſheſt each Sin with a Viper bred 
ſiſts o“ out of its own Bawels. O that Men may 
f Chrify© fear Thee, and learn to be wiſe at laſt ! 
e great But how few find the Way of this Light! 
y tho To how few does this fleader and bright 
zendedFſ* Beam dart it ſelf! Inſtead of breaking o- 
nt ſideF*. pen out Church, Doors this Day, with the 
we har” firſt, Dawn gf it, co praiſe thy ſtupendous 
he bell and amazing Mercy to us, we ran together 
e Who into Herds, we met in Crouds to arm our 
and off ſelves, as if there were no way but this to 
ſevereff keep the Enemy from returning back upon 
pany off vs; when it was Thou alone, O Lord, who, 
ts, conf without any Arms of ours, hadſt driven 
nan C them from us. ov: 
up fro} © Ah Lord! lay not this Sin to our char ge; 
after having ſo long cry'd unto Thee, 
ieſe Me Thou haſt graciouſly delivered vs; after 
oteſtan having loſt our Churches, Thou haſt now 
profeſs F allow'd us the free Uſe of them. Thou haſt 
e? CA driven away our Enemies, as it were with a 
ſtrong Wind, and the Rumour only of a pur- 
ſuing Army laſt Night, though none drew 
nigh: That Thou might'ſt make us ſee, that 
ſtand oF our Deliverance is from Thee our God, on 
Religid whom we bave waited. What a Dream 
F lid this Night ſeem to us? We found our 
= F « ſelves 
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© ſelves all in quiet; we cou d hardly believe « 
©'that we were deliver'd. We roſe up Far 6 Ic 
© to ſee if it cou'd be true, that Sur Delive- 

© rance was, real. Oh! Pardon us, that, we fc © 
© have not firſt viſited our Churches, the Mo- 
© numents of thy Mercy, which Thou bat B 
© ſo graciouſly continn'd to us during all theſe 
© Troubles, and been fo gracious to us in 
© them; and having taken them away ſo lit -. 
„ tle 4 while, doſt now ſo ſpeedily reſtoreſſſ« ;;. 
them to us. Oh! Pardon us, that we can he 
© paſs by ſo great a Mercy! That we can meet 
© in Councils and in Courts, and the 
© Streets with our Crowds, and leave theſ 
Monuments of thy Goodneſs, neglected, as i 
© ſome inchanted Force kept their Doors agaiaſ: 
© us. Oh! Pardon us, good Lord, and let not 
© this Sin redound upon all of us, whom Thou 
© haſt deliver'd. For is not this to * the 
© Spoil, and eat the Fleſh with the Blood? (1 Sam: 
© xiv. 32.)When without ſafictifying our Vi- 
© ory, without paying our Homage to Thee 
« for it, before thy Altars, we run ſo greedi 
ly upon enjoying the Fruits of it; and that; 
© in a tumultubus and injurious Manner, te 
© thoſe whom Thou haſt put in our Power. 
Soon after this, 1 fiad him lamenting. the 
Decay of Piety, and Prevalency of Vice; theſſof th, 
were always matter of Grief and Iudignatioſgotte 
to his Mind; but chiefly after our great Deflqay n 
liverance, when the vileſt Ingratitude was Fyþoy 
new Aggravation of every Sin. His Senſe fie, | 
theſe things the following Meditation willkg pz; 
ſhew ; written Aipuſt 17, 1690. * Reaſo! 
9 55 © Hoy 


6: 3:23 1 2 
Iuames Bonnell &/q; 

Here © How dp I fear that the Standard of Piety is 
ar jaſt in the World, and of that Holineſs, wit h- 
re-. „% which ne, Man ſhall ſee the Lord? I know 
if, we BY Christ will upbold his Church, and the Ho- 
Mo. Iy Spirit will de with it in every Age to the 
| ball Ys Pad. And therefore, even in this Age, He 
theſe e has. his faithfol Servants. But I fear they 
us ia are fo few and the Number of others {0 
ſo lit- Ns Area. e either they are not taken no- 
eſtore : tice of im iije Crowd; or that People are ſo 
ve au hard sed and bliaded, that ſeeing they do 
a meets not e, and hearing they will not ander- 
Z. the ſt ana but chuße rather to look upon theſe 
3s Men af unneceſſary Severities, than ſuch as 
keep up the Model of the Goſpel. By this 
means, We in this Generation may well be 
all Pygmier in Grace, and hardly any of us 
1 1 boah come up ts the Meaſure of the Stature of Je- 
eon tt ſas Chriſt z hut meaſuring our ſelves by one 
another, may think our felyes propet Chri- 
Iſtians. -Where'do we ſee Piety pr actic'd in 
all its Parts, Private, Domeſtick, and Pub- 
lick? Same few, that are much — 
ia good Books, and primitive Accounts o 

things, may have an Idea of Chriſtianity; 
beyond what this Age cou'd give them: 
J But then, how eaſie is it for the Corruption 
| Jof the Age we live in, to make this be for- 
gnatl0Y gotten, or hinder it from being brought 
eat D*Jdown to Practice? Piety is rarely learn'd 
holy by Books; we need continual Exam- 
Senſe Yhles, and the Conver ſation af good People, 
Wo bring theſe Notions into Practice. The 
Reaſon of this ſeems to be,that Piety always 
© Ho! FE 2 © decays 
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© decays in the Peace of the Church. A good 


t 
0 
c 
© Man, that lives in the continual Proſpett or « 3 
c 
c 
c 


* Apprehenfion of Death, is quite 'another 
© thing from the ſame good Man that lives 
© ovt of this Proſpect. When the whole Church 


therefore lives continually in this Apprehen-· ir. 


© ſion, (as was the ſtate of the Primitive 8 
© Church for the firſt three Hundred Years af. 
© ter Chriſt) no wonder if it be quite different 
© in the Meaſure and Exerciſe of Piety, from} ſe 
the Church at other times. Tis true, thejſ it 
vwere not always under actual Perſecution; 
but then it mult be conſidered, that for ſome 
© time after, God frees Men from this hard 
© ſtate; the Senſe of their former Trouble 
leaves a deep Impreſſion upon their Minds ea. 
* They had contracted firm Habits of ſtriiF«. ., 
and pious Living; and the firſt freedon c N 
© that God gave them from their Fears, did 4, 
not make them relax any thing of theiſ . 14 
Sstrictneſs; but only encreas'd their Thank. ot 
© fulneſs, and more cheerful ſerving Him it 
© their former Road, till God thought fit tt 
bring. again their former Straits upon them 
© by arenewed Perſecution. And ſo it wa 


for a while after, God put a final end tothe T 
© Perſecutions, by the Emperor Conſtantine upor 
© becoming a Chriſt ian With what Zeal GJ tho- 


0 
the Chriſtians flock to the publick Churchey befo 
conſecrated fram Heathen: Fanes, to Tenf (15, 
* ples of the Living God, and cover the Pas 
* ments with:their proſtrate Bodies? But . ha 
degrees this Fervour decay'd 3 Lukewarnfſc pa 
8 19 i Mis . C ne | 


3 James Bonnell Eſq; 
* neſs and Worldligefs crept into the Church, 
good and has been ever ſince ſtriking its Roots 
ect or © deep into it, to this very Day; the whole 
other} © Chriſtian Church having never ſince ſuffered 
t vez any general Perſecution. It has pleas'd God 
urch! fometimes to afflict particular Churches, and 
rehen . rouze them up; but this has been ſo little 
mitive general, that we may well fear, that the Spi- 
ears af. * rit of Religion is almoſt decay'd in the 
ifferent World: And as nothing but a great Per- 
from ſecution, ia humane Appearance, can awaken 
e, the) it, ſo in the mean time we know not where 
cution . to look for it; but have reaſon to fear, that 
or ſome © if we think it enough for us to be as good as 
is hard our Neighbours, we ſhall come ſhort at laſt 
roudle * of the Kingdom of Heaven. Alas! it is the 
Minds *ealieſt thing that can be, to go to Heaven ac- 
of tri} *cordiug to the Noticn of the Men of the 
reedonyl © World now. At their rate, Who will be 
Ts, did damn'd? But ſurely there muſt be Two 
of theiſ « Heavens at great Diſtance the one from the 
Than other : One for the ſuperficial Chriftians 
Him i of this Age, and another for the Pious and 
nt fit iq Painful, the mortified and religiouſly ſtrict 
on then Chriſtians gf old; or elſe theſe ſuperſicia} 
> it wan Chriſtians can go to no Heaven at all. 
] tothe! To both theſe, I ſhall add a Prayer of his 
ant ine upon his Birth-day,} November 14. 1690. and 
Zeal dif tho only part of it falls in with what went 
-hurclfY before ; yet no doubt the pious Reader will bp 
to Ten {yfficiently pleas d with the whole. 
the PaViY o moſt High and Glorious Lord Gd! Who 
But d. haſt made me and given me ſuch great Ca- 
Jke warlFe nacities, even to be able to love Thee: 1 
"© mk 2 F 3 Was 
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© was n pothing . den Thou, wert pleas d to 


give mea n Rund am nötting fee 
e Yo Nc ſhe me. Thou 
© ardere and cee of me un the 1 
: derneſs of n er, and with infinite Wit. 
dom: Sometimes Thou haſt vouchſafed 07 
© Leiſure, and the quiet Enjoyment of 
© Self: At other Times, Thou haſt, filled — 
© with Hurry and Buſineſs, and with Cares, 
© If not ſo much Horrying, yet more DiſtraR- 
© ing than either. Sometimes Thou haſt grant. 
© ed me Health, a chearful Temper, and the 
©ſenfe of thy Love: At other times Thoy 
© haſt left me po more than the bare Remem. 
©brance of theſe Enjoyments, to catry on thy 
1 in the unreliſhing Diſcharge” f my 
uties. But as thy Wiſdom produces box 
© Trees from tender Plants, by bringidg 
© them through. the Viciſſitudes of Day and 
- Nieht, of Summer and Winter, and leav- 
4 them ſometimes ſtript of all their Leaves 
in the very ſhadoiv of their Death, making 
* theſe Changes the neceſſary Means of their 
© Growth and Solidneſs; ſo Thou haſt in- 
e * {truQted me hereby, not to wonder at thy 
appointing ſuch changes to my Soul; but 
* in them all, to bleſs and adore Thee, and'to 
© make it my. Buſineſs, i in whatever ſtate 1 am, 
* rgendeavour to go on to ſerve Thee. When 
© laſt 1 began my, yearly Collections of this 
* ſort, Thou hadſt ſhut. me np, and thy Set. 
* vants, in this Place, in Piſtrę fs and, Ter. 
5 rors: We are no "by thy- 'Metey,, freed. 


ſhalt 


fem Dangers, iet 401d in new te | 
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* bles: Deliver'd from Judgments, yet op- 
*, preſs'd with old Sins. Good God! What 
will become of us? Why..ſhonld we be 
* ſtricken any more; we will revolt more 
* and more. Surely thy extirminatiag Sen- 
* tence will next go out againſt us, and make 
* us ceaſe to he a People, ſince we will not 
© ceaſe to be a wicked one. 

© But, O moſt gracious Govergour and 


Guide of my whole Life, ſhut, not up my 
Soul with thoſe who will not be Reform'd: 


© Enable me to reform my ſelf, and then 


& youchſafe to make uſe of me for thy Glory, 


ia the Way thy Wiſdom has ordain'd for 


© me: O Thou, who haſt known. me be- 
fore I was, and made me What I am. 
© Amen. a bes 

Theſe Apprehenſions of the Decay of Piety, 
ſtirr'd up a- new in Mr. Bonnell's Mind, his for- 


mer Deſires of betaking himſelf entirely to 


the Service of God, and quitting all ſecular 
Buſineſs. In order to this, he enter'd jiato a 
firm Reſolution of parting with his Emplay- 


ment, ſo ſoon as he cou'd find one, upon whom 
with an eaſie Mind he might devolve ſo great 


a Truſt; and in a little time be actually agreed 
with a Gentleman of ſufficient Abilities. far it. 
But that Gentleman's Delays firſt, and after- 
wards his Reſolutions of living conſtantly in 


England, kept Mr. Bonnell much longer en- 
Jeag'd in his Employment, than he cou'd poſ- 
| libly have expected. But at laſt he was freed 
from it by a new Agreement ich he made 


F 4 with 


Reſolves - 

ain to quit 
12 Employ- 
ment. 
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with the Gentleman who now enjoys it; 
but even ſo, much Time was ſpent before hy 
oouꝭd be ſettled in it. N 

While this tedious Affair was tranſacting, 
Mr. Bonnell chang'd his Condition of Life, and 
enter'd into a Marry'd State, which he did in 
the latter end of the Year 1693. The Per- 
ſon he made choice of, was joy Conyngham, 
Daughter to Sir Albert Conyngham; a Gentle- 


man very well known in this Kingdom, for 


his firm adherence to the Royal Family, du- 
ring the Civil Wars ; in whoſe Cauſe he of- 
ten expos'd his Life to the greateſt Dangers; 
and for his Bravery and Conduct in the late 
War, commanding a Regiment of Dragoons, 
and at laſt dying in the Service. Mr. Bonnel 
had ſome Years before enter'd into a ſtric 
Friendſhip with this Gentlewoman, He be- 
liev'd her Temper and manner of Life very 
well ſuited to his own, and that ſhe had thoſe 
Qualities which he chiefly deſir'd in a Wife. 
And as this was ao Affair of the greateſt Mo- 
ment to him, of any in this World; ſo I have 
thoſe Materials in my Hands, which ſhew, 
that with all imaginable Conſtancy and Ar- 
dor, he begg'd God's Direction in his Reſolu- 
tion and Choice, that every thought of his 
Mind, and every Step he ſhou'd make, might 
be over- rul'd by his Providence: That Pro- 
vidence,to whoſe Conduct and Diſpoſal he had 
long before reſign'd up himſelt and all his 
Concerns; and whoſe Motions he was fully 


determin'd, without the leaſt Reluctancy, to 
follow. 
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He had at all times different thoughts of the 
Happineſs of a Marry'd State from the gene- 
rality of Men, who are govern'd more by vi- 
olent and diſorderly Paſſions, than by Reaſon 
and Religion. The following Meditation is a 
ſufficient Proof of this, written by him ia the 
26th Year of his Age, and which he intitles, 
The Wiſb, or an Idea of Marriage. 

„Marriage is the Repreſentative of the 
© moſt ſacred Union between Chriſt and his 
Church; Chriſt, who left his bleſſed Father 
© to become Marry'd to Mankind, and eſpouſe 
© a whole Church for a Wife. Till this was 
© inſtituted, Man was but half made and im- 
perfect; For this ſhall a Man leave his Father 
© and Mother, ſaid God himſelf. | 

For this, firſt let me ſerve a ſufficient time 
of Courtſhip, but let it be ſweetned with the 
©Converſation of the Perſon I love; and if 
© there be Oppoſition of others to ſtruggle 
with, it will but render the Converſation 
the more Savoury, and afford matter for 
Entertainment and Diſcourſe, and likewiſe 
© many times for Divertiſement; at leaſt ig 
© will the more endear under a common Suf- 
© fering» Next, upon Marriage, let ys imme- 
© diately remove from the mixt Company in 
© which hitherto we have liv'd, to enjoy each 
© other in a more ſolitary Retirement, where 
all things about us are our own, and to be 
our own Care: And here, let us be ſufficient 
Company to each other, as Adam was to Eve 
in Paradice. Here let me in my Family be 
' the Prieſt of the moſt High God, and let his 
| « Praiſes 
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a Fraiſes be always. in my Mouth. And when 
© God gives a Child that can begin to talk, N and 
et it be both my Wife's Coggern and mine, ¶ tim: 
© with equal Zeal, and. equal Naturalneſs, to Hea 
© make the Works of the conſtant mat- ¶ Diſc 
< ter of our Diſcourſe, and Inſtruction to our I grea 
© Child. As others talk to their Child of a] Diſt 
© Grand-Mother, an Aunt, or the Vanities off into 
© the World; let us talk to ours of its Maker ſnou 
c and our Father, God; and of the Place be u 
© whither we hope to go, Heaven; and of the far a 
© Company we ſhall have there, the bleſſed Parc 
© Angels. Let me therefore have a Wife of af ſing 
© natural, free, ingenuous and noble Piety, H. 
© which ſhall got conſiſt in Phraſes, and Tone, king 
and Melancholy, and Cenſure; but in vigo-¶ cou d 
© rous Zeal, Uprightneſs, and Integrity, and I table 
© faithfulneſs of Heart to God: A clear, the C 
© chearful,unaffe&ed Diſpoſition, with a moſt/cer 
© ardent and bold Love to God. So that well more 
may not converſe of God becauſe it is our high 

<'Puty, but; becauſe our Hearts are full offificult 

Him, and we are us'd to it, ſo that we ſhallhis f. 

© do it before we are aware. Then ſhall weſjz De: 
<Nleep and awake with Him, walk and ſit iiſ deſig 

© his Preſence, and live the Life of Angelſof it 
c upon Earth. Nor-ſhall it be in the Powelf auall 

© of the wicked One to inject Peeviſhneſs, of By 
©Quarrels, or Diſpleaſures, as being out ofrupt. 

© Humour, the Effects of Folly and Impiety{him 1 

but we ſhall ever be one in the Lordfkize 

be Lord, if any, grant me ſych a Com 


A 


© panion. 
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He continu'd in a Marry'd State Five Years 
and five Months; but the latter Part of that 
time, it pleas d God to allow him but little 
Health; the Jaſt Year eſpecially, when his 
Diſorders return'd mme frequently, and with 
greater Violence than before. Thoſe Bodily 
Diſtempers ſhock*d his Reſolutions of entring 
into Holy Orders, at leaſt thus far, that if he 


| ſhou'd take that ſacred Character npon him, 


he would apply himſelf to the Duties of it ſo 


far as he was able, but without undertaking 8 


Parochial Cure: For thus I find him expre 

ſing himſelf, ſome Years before his Death: 
If my want of Health ſhould hinder me from ta- 
king a Cure, which I very much apprehend, 1 
cou d contentedly ſpend my Time in the moſt profi- 
table Manner I was capable of, for the Good of 
the Church, particularly in devotional thing s, which 


a moſtſſeem to be my Talent, and in which, without much 
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more Study, I might hope to ſucceed. And ſuch 
high Thoughts had he, of the Extent and Dif- 
ficulty of the Paſtoral Duty, that he eſteem'd 
his frequent Returns of Sickneſs, equivalent to 
2 Declaration of Providence, that he was not 
deſign'd for the more laborious Performances 
ff it, tho” the Bent of his Deſires was conti- 
nually that Way. 


him to his Eud. For in April 1699, he was 
ſeized with a malignant Fever, which about 
that time reigned very nuch in Dublin; by 
it, his Head was ſo much iffected, that he had 
not a conſtant Command of his Thoughts, 
nor 


But even theſe Deſires were at laſt inter- Ini, 5;ckneſs 
rupted, by that fatal Sickneſs which brought and p:athe 
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nor that undiſturbed Exerciſe of his Facultiez 
which all Men deſire in thoſe Extremitie; 


For ſome Days of his Sickneſs, his Reaſon wa: 
clear, and to the laſt, he had frequent Inter- 


vals of perfect Underſtanding. And then tis 
impoſſible to conceive one in the greateſt 
Pain and Anguiſh, more Submiſſive, more Pa. 
tient, more Reſign'd to the Will of God: 
Then Prayers and Praiſes were his only Lan- 
guage, or calling upon others to Pray for 
bim. But no Murmur, no Complaint came 
out of his Mouth. And tho? no doubt, he had 
all the Comforts of a good Conſcience, and 
powerful Supports from God, in that great 
Conflict of Nature; yet he expreſs'd himſelf 
with all that Humility and awful Concern 
which becomes a Sinner, when he reflected 
upon that Pure and Holy God, at whoſe Bar 
he was ſoon to he try'd. Now (ſays he) muff 
I ftand or fall before my great Judge. And 
when it was an ſwer' d, that no doubt he woy'd 


ſtand firm before Him, through the Merits of 


our crucified Saviour : His Reply ſhews, up 
on what a firm Foundation he byilt his De 
pendance and Hopes: I's in that (ſays he 


I truſt; He knows it's in that I truſt, And hi. 


laſt Moments of Reaſon, were ſpent in thok 
Heavenly Exerciſes, wherejn every good Mat 
wou'd deſire to breath out his Soul; and which 


to him, no doubt, were the happy Beginning 
of endleſs Praiſes above, He dy'd the Twen 
ry eighth Day of April, 1699, in the Fort) 


ſixth Year of his Age; and his Body lie 
Interr'd in St. John's Church in Dublin. 0 
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Three Children, (Two Sons and a Daughter) 
wherewith God hed bleſſed him, the Daug 
ter only ſurviv'd him. And he left behind 
him a truly afflicted Widow, who, Iam per- 
ſudded, will perſevere to ſhew the World, 
how- juſtly ſhe priz'd his excellent Qualities 
and tender Love; and who has ſpar'd no 
Pains to get his Life and Character publiſh'd, 
that ſo ſome Juſtice may be done to his Me- 
mory, and the World 'henefited by his Ex- 
ample. And even that Child which did ſur- 
vive him, has ſince followed her Father, after 
having liv'd ſolong as to ſhew that ſhe Inhe- 
rited his Virtues, the ſweetneſs of his Tem- 
er, his Devoutneſs and Patience; ſo that had 
it pleas'd God to have continued her in the 
World, ſhe promis'd to have been a very 
ſhining Example of Piety and Goodneſs. And 
indeed, both from what 1 ſaw iwher my (elf, 
and from the Informations of others, upon 
which I entirely depend, I have been ſtrong- 
ly inclin'd to mention ſome of her particular 
Sayings and Actions, and to have given In- 
ſtances of her Piety and Patience at Four, Five, 
and Six Years old. But they are ſo extraos- 
dinary, that I chooſe to ſuppreſs them, be- 
cauſe they would hardly obtain belief. | 
hall only obſerve from what 1 knew of that 
Child, that Parents don't begin time enongh 
to form their Childrens Minds to Religion. 
Sin gets the firſt Poſſeſſion of their Hearts, 
and they are taught Lying and Vanity much 
ſooner than to love God, or pray to Him. 
\Whereas 
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her, few having ſuch natural Diſpoſitions ta 
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Whereas if the ſame early Care was-us{ 
with the generality of Children, as was tal 
ken with her, to give them fuch Apprehenj.- 
ons of God, of Sin, of Truth, of Heaven and 
Hell, as they are capable of, tho' the Succelh | 
would not in many be equal to what it was in 


Goodneſs as appeared in ber, yet wou'd it be 
ſuch, as wou'd go a great Way in Reforming 
the World, and making the next Generation 
Good and Virtuous. | I ; 13 l 
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OY; Aving thus gone through 
: TS, the Soft v5 gone the Paſ- 
8 > ſages of Mr. Bonnells Life, 
5 and withal given the Rea- 

N det ſome general View 
. A of his Piety and Virtue ; 
CI 3 I ſhall now enter vpon 

that part of this Work, 
or the ſake of which the reſt was put toge- 
her, and without which, the World is not 
nuch concern'd to know his Story: And that 
v particularly to deſcribe his Character and 
Excellencies; to recommend him as a Pattern 
vorthy our Imitation, i in all the Duties of the 
hriſtian Life; and to ſhew from him, how 
teautifyl Chriſtianity i is, when reduc'd to Pra- 
tice ; when it becomes a Rule of Life and 
anners; and not, as it is with moſt Men, 
onfin'd to the Thoughts, and made an unac- 
ive Notion of the Mind. 

As to his Perſon, he was Tall, well Shap'd, Mis Perſon, 
ARThhd Fair. His Afpect was comely, and ſhew'd T per, and 
reat Sweetneſs, mix'd with Life and Spright- Ace-mpliſh- 
neſs. There was a venerable Gravity in his ments. 
vok, a natural Modeſty, and ſincere * 

neſs 


N 
* . 
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neſs. But in the Houſe of God, his Counte 
nance had ſomething in it, that look'd Hea 
venly and Seraphical; an undiſſembled Piet 
a Devoutnefs that never can be imitated no 
acted, hen it does not reſide in the Heart; and 
appear d always ea ſie and unforc'd. His natura 
and acquir'd Seriouſneſs was temper'd with ; 
veryengaging Chearfulneſs in Converſation, 

He was Maſter of the accompliſhing, as well 
as neceſſary Parts of Learning ; had throughly 
digeſted the Greek and Roman Authors, un. 
derſtood the French Language perfectly well, 
and had made good Progreſs in the Hebrew: 
In Philoſophy and Oratory, he exceeded moſt: 
of his Contemporaries in the Univerſity; anc 
apply'd himſelf with good Succeſs,” to Mathe 
maticks and Muſick. In the Courſe of his Stu- 
dies, he read ſeveral of the Fathers; and a 
mong his private Papers, I find ſome Parts « 
the Gteek Fathers, particularly Syneſius, tran 


« {lated by him into Engliſh. He had a Delicac 


of Thought and Expreſſion, that is very rare 
ly to be met with; ſo that there was a parti 
cular Beauty and Flame in any thing that he 
compos'd, eſpecially upon pious Subjects. Hs 
had a nice Taſte both in Men and Books, aul 
was very converſant in our beſt Engliſh Divines 
But he particularly admir'd Hooker ; whiom he 
us'd ro commend,as an Author who writ witl 
a Primitive Spirit, but modern ſhdgtnent anc 
Correctneſs. All Books of Deyotion he rea 
with a very ſenſible Pleaſure, hut was particu 
larly fond of two Authors, Kempis and Sali 
and has left behind him a correct Tranſlatio 
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of The Introduction to a Devout Life, written by 


unteY the latter. But the Holy Scriptures were his 
ye conſtant and daily Study; He read them, he 
95 thought them, nay, he pray'd them over too, 


abundance of his Med itations taking their riſe 
from thoſe Paſſages of Scripture he then read. 
Few underſtood, or practis'd better, the Arts 

of gentile Converſation; and none more in- 

duſtriouſly avoided all Diſcourſe that look'd 

affected and vain, or any way ſeem'd to aim at 

raifing his own Value. He ſeldom talk'd with 

any, but (without deſigning it) he gain'd up- 

on them, and had a particular Art of Oblig- 

ing. His Abilities for Buſineſs, are very well 

known to all the Officers of the Revenue, and ma- 

ny others, who had the Expericnce of them 

beſides: And thoſe who were oblig'd to at- 

tend him, were ſo treated by him, as if it had 

been his Duty to wait on them: It being his 

great ſtudy to give every one Eafe and Diſ- 

patch; and none knew what Delays or Diffi- 
culties meant, where he was concera'd, or 

had power to remove them. 

But theſe are Things of a lower Nature, 
(tho* very excellent in themſelves) when com- 
par'd with hisPiety towards God, his Juſtice and 
Charity to Man,his Sobriety and Temperance 
with reſpect to himſelf: I ſhall therefore, in 
the Profecntion of this Work, conſider Mr. 
Bonnell as a Chriſtian ; and give the juſteſt 
Account I can, from ſuch Materials as I have 
de fore me, of his diſcharging the ſeveral Du- 
ties we owe to God, our Neighbour, and our 
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The Love of God, the firſt and greateſt Pu-] , | 
ty of the Law, was what he earneſtly endea- . thi 
vour'd to excite and confirm in his Soul. His, oft 
Papers are full of excellent Meditations, to 
engage us to love God, with all our Faculties 
and Powers; and penitential Complaints of 
his Love falling ſo ſhort, both of his Duty]. Rec 
and Deſires. And he took the true Way to 
kindle this Heavenly Flame of Divine Love. Cre 
in his Heart, even by frequently contempla- 
ting thoſe Attributes of God, which are apteſt 
to command cur Love; his infinite Good. One 
neſs, and unlimited Bounty; his paternal 
Care, and watchful Providence; but chiefly 
that ſt upendous Inſtance of his Love, the Re- 
demption of the World by the Death andp ſixe 
Paſſion of his Son. 

He had great and noble Thoughts of Chri- (a 
ſtianity, and never reflected on the wonder - \/:7 
ful Compaſſion of God in ſending his Son toſf ; 
die for us, without the ſtrongeſt Emotions A 
of Love, and Thankfulneſs, and Wonder. 
The Love of Chriſt was the Subject of hi Thin 
daily Thoughts; it fill'd his Heart, and em- 
ploy'd his Pen. And his private Meditationq Thou 
upon the aſtoniſhing Love of our Redeemer 
do ſhew of what Spirit he was that compos q zien! 
them; a Spirit truly affected with that inf enſibl 
nite Love, all over Humility and Gratitude 
and overflowing with Love, Acknowledge 
ments, and Praiſe. 

I ſhall here inſert a few of theſe Meditati 
ons, by which the Reader may judge 
the reſt. 
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Du⸗ Can my Soul (ſays he in one Place) ever Meditations 
des- e think enough, O my God, of the Wonders to excite 7 
His Be of thy Love, in all that Thou haſt done for Love 1 Go 


S, ON, thy Creatures! That the Majeſty of Hea- 
ties ven, and the whole incomprehenſible Trini- 
ts off ty, ſnou'd be concern'd and engag'd for our 
Duti . Redemption, when one Word © Thine, O 
de my Sod, might have made infinitely more 
LOVE: Creatures rhan all the Sons of Men! By this 
mpla- the holy Angels know, and wonder at the 
apteſtf. unaccountable Methods of thy Proceeding: 
3000-K One while, looking with Adoration and A- 
ternal, mazement on Thee, our common Creator 
hiefiyÞþ and Lord ; and another while, on us Men, 
e Re. to ſee whether we are not affected with the 
;h and 1;ke Adoration and Wonder, who are ſo 
x . | deeply concern'd in it. Can ye, O Mortals, 
Chrt- (ſay they) be patient to let our God do all 
Dnder- this for you, and take no notice of it ; as if 
Son to it were your due, and not the Wonder of 
orion Heaven! Did you know, O Mortals, did 
onder. you know what our God is, that does theſe 
of his Things for you; did you know Him, as we 
id em Know Him, you wou'd ſhrink back at the 
tation Thoughts of it, and your Souls would be o- 
eemenſrerpower'd with Confuſion. O too ſtupid 
mpos\ Men! Too highly favour'd, and too litrle 
at inf enſible of it; were It not that ſome few Souls 
ititude among you have burning and reverend 
vledge Thoughts of this aſtoniſhing Condeſcention, 
.. ..Mſurely we ſhould ſue to the Majeſty of our 
editat od, to have leave to make you Examples of 
1dge ( engeance,for your brutiſh Iogratitude. But, 
O ye tender Souls, who honour, who adore 

6 Cal 8 our 
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© our God, and partake of the Effects of his won- . 5 
c derful Clemency and Love; fince it has. 
© pleas'd Him fo to proceed, ſo to condeſcend, . © 
© we envy you not this extraordinary effect of ſ 
© his Grace, this miraculous Myſtery of his : t 
© Goodneſs and unſearchable Wiſdom, which. tt 
ve our ſelves deſire to lgpk into and adore, el 
© not yet being able to comprehend it, till ſe 
© the Conſummation of all Things; but know 
« withal, that ye can never do it enough. ON © 
© then awaken your Souls, and think that time. ** 
© ſadly loſt, (to ingenuous and grateful Spi- of 
© rits) in which you have not a continu'dy , br 
c Senſe of this before you; That God, when, ca 
« with one Word He might have created Being. le: 
© more numerous and glorious than you ſhall ever to 
© be, yet hath choſen thus to deal with you, with Us 
© ſuch wonderful Condeſcention, and miraculous YN 


© Methods of Love and Mercy. 
„Fes, O my Father! O my God, I willf © br 
© continually contemplate and adore th 
© boundleſs Love: And tho' we cannot fig, 
© thom the Reaſon of this thy Choice, yet wg], Th 
© cannot but ſee, that Thou didſt deſign here 
© by to make us Creatures of Love. For e 
even in this dark Vail, where our Capaciti 


perfect and weak ; we cannot but ſee, th, 
this wonderful Method that Thou haſt takey, 


© conſtrains us to love T hee. For this Tho, Pert 

* haſt deſired to have us, (and deſired it . Ane 

« earneſtly, as not to think much, to payt 

precious Blood to thy Father's Juſtice . 

our Ranſom,) that Thon mightelt love 3 * 
6C af 
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© and we might love and adore Thee for e- 
© yer. Where now is our Soul, that we run 
* not haſtily to meet this thy Love ; and pro- 
* ſtrate our ſelves humbly before it! Shall 
© the Son of God deſire us for his Love, and 
that at ſo dear a rate; (to ſhew us the earn- 
© eſtneſs of his deſiring it) and ſhall we our 
© ſelves be ſo back ward, to he at Pains to be 
© made worthy of it! So heavy, as not to 
© conceive more highly of it! So dull, as not 
to deſire it more, and delight in the thoughts 
* of it. Ah! moſt gracious Saviour, ſhed a- 
© broad thy Love in our Hearts; and it we 
* cannot love Thee as we ought, let us, at 
* leaſt, delight in the Thoughts of thy Love 
to us, and thy ſo earneſtly deſiring to have 
* us for thy Love. Amen. 

The following Meditation, compos'd at a- 
nother time, will properly ſucceed the former, 
as breathing the ſame Spirit. 

Ah Lord Jeſu ! though thy Servants,who 
* enjoy thy Love, rejoice in it, and praiſe 
Thee for it; yet ſurely, even they who want 
* it, know how to prize it. Happy Souls that 
* breath thy Love, and live in the free Air of 
* it! 1s it nothing for poor Man to have 
leave to love the Son of God! Nothing for 
* a Creature to have leave to love its Creator 
* and Redeemer? That ever it ſhould be 
permitted to ſuch as we are, to love Thee! 
* And yet it is; ſocondeſcendingly gracious 
* art Thou. But ah! miſerable State of in- 
* hrm Nature, that we ſhould know what it 
is thus to love Thee, and yet ſometimes be 
| G 3 © without 
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© without this Love! Ah that we might be 
© contented to be without our Food, our 
* Cloaths, our Health, and even the Neceſſa- 
© ries of Life, and all that is dear to us in this 
© World, rather than be without thy Love! 
But thy Love conſiſts not in fond Expreſſi- 
© ons and Endearments of Words, but in a 
© Heart truly devoted to thy Service, and to 
© the Love of thy Will, and of thy Servaats, 
© 1 believe it, Lord; yet why ſhould not all 
© that is tender in our Souls, be ſacred to 
© Thee alſo? Why haſt Thou given us ſuch 
tender Paſſions, if Thou ſhon'dſt not be the 
prime Object of them? O my God, ſince 
£ my Soul will be acting, vouchſafe to be the 


Center of it. What comfort is it to me ia 


© Life, to have a Soul, to have Paſſions, to 
© have any thing that is good, or fit for an Of- 
© fering to Thee; and yet any of them be di- 
© verted from Thee! Lord, Thou haſt made 
© me capable of loving Thee; and I value 
© neither my Being, nor my Faculties, nor any 
© Thiag I have, bat that I might attain to the 
© Eappineſs of loving Thee. Thou art ever 
© mindful of me, and continually interceed- 
© ing for me: Jam aſham'd to live without 
© loving Thee: I beg that I may be faithful 
© to thy Service; but I beg alſo, that I may 
© be grateful to thy Goodneſs, and love Thee 
© with all my Power. By all that is dear, by 


all that is tender, by all that is ſet out to 


© us in thy whole Scripture, as the Language 


ing 


© of thy paſſianste Soul; I implore that I' moſt 


© may be permitted to love Thee, bette 
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than at any time hitherto I have done; that 
© ] may live in thy Love, and breath it while 
breath in Life. Iam aſham'd, O my God, 
© to beg this Privilege, yet aſham'd to be with- 
© out it. Let thy Goodneſs prevent my 
« Deſires, and fill my Soul with what it hum- 
« bly pants after. 

The following Meditation is upon the 
ſame Subject. 

O Almighty Father, how coud'ſt Thou be 
© willing, that the Son of thy Love, the Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, ſnou'd in the Fleſh, which He 
took upon Him of the bleſſed Virgin, bear 
© part with us in thoſe Miſeries which Sin 
© had brought upon us! He, who was ſo per- 
* fealy Innocent, that the Angels were not 
© ſo free from Sin as He! How cou'dſt Thou 
© be williag to be eſtrang'd, as it were, from 
© Him fo long! Did not thy Bowels yearn 
© (for Thou alloweſt us to conceive of Thee, 
© as of a moſt tender Parent) to think of thoſe 
© Pains of Body, that Anguiſh of Mind, thoſe 
* Terrors of Soul, which He ſhou'd undergo 
© for our ſakes! How cou'dſt Thou not but 
check his too tender Compaſſion, when He 
© offer'd Himſelf to do all this for us! How 
* cou'dit Thou not but ſay, O Son, Thou art 
too fond of thy Creatures! Tis true, they 
* are thy Creatures, and made more peculiar- 
ly after thy Image; yet they deſerve not 
ſuch Pains, ſuch Condeſcenſion and Suffer- 
*ings from Thee. On the contrary, O our 
* moſt gracious God, Thou haſt ſo loved us, 

G 4 © as 
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for In 
to give thy Sen for us; ſo loved us, as to 

— Him for his Exceſs of Love, and 2 * 
and Goodneſs towards ns. All that - — ty 
— ot — Thou, © Father cou'dit ner 
6 an. When , l - rob 
4 — ſee the innocent Jeſus — Ps 
© for our ſakes: When Thou, — 1 es 
c rt with us in the * 
c and al becauſe Thou didſt love — 8 8 
bring us to _— _ bick _ 6.44 » 4 
© mighteſt raiſe us to t %, ws 
c — which infinite Love could . ro 
© for thoſe whom it intended — — eg 
When Thon haſt thus loved us, ſu * * 
© dy'd for vs; What ſhall we ſay, _—_ 
© ſhall we think of this thy wy Sid. + = 
F ſhall we think of our Selves, 5 — — 15 
<© this is done? What of thy — . 8 
F we hereby avoid; O boundle —*— n 
© overflowing Love! Let the =_ 854 
ver fill our Souls, that we may a _— > 
* cerding to its nameaſurable — — Er 
* May all the humble Praiſe _ — $4. 
© can pay, be the conſtant Tribute of — — ra 
c to this thy Love. May all that is = . 
* and all that is our Body, = wn _—_ * 
© tom, be full with Zeal to praiſe - i. 98 
© neſs. And when we find — an cw 
weak to expreſs our full Senſe o . * * 
may we call upon, and join — 5 F:o 
* and Arch-angels, and all the „ A 
Heaven, to laud and magnifie thy g ork 
Name. Amen. A 
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In another Place, is the enſuing Meditation 


8 £0 | 
ity, ¶ vpon thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 1 Pee. i. 8. 
Jod, V hom having not ſeen ye love. | 


oveſll © Bleſſed Lord, can I hear of any thing ge- 
v'dt I * nerouſly or bravely done, by ſuch whom 
nted Thou haſt endu'd with Celeſtial or Humane 
d offi * Virtues, and not be mov'd to love the Per- 
beat * ſon who ated them, eſpecially if ſuch a one 
f Sin, © be the Deliverer of his Country, and by 
d toll whom, I my ſelf, or others at this Day rea 

Thou © ſignal Benefits! Who can read of David's 
ee off © at againſt Goliah, and not have their Souls 
trire knit to Him, as well as Jonathan who did 
zour:© * ſee Him? And if he were any where ſtill/a- 
d and} © live, and might be ſeen, who wou'd not be 
What] © defirous to pay him Honour, Reſpect, and 
W bath Love? Lord, Thou liveſt, who haſt done ſo 
m all great Things for us; who can but love what 
which} Thou haſt done? Who can but love the 
an off Meekneſs and Goodneſs wherewith Thoy 
f it e haſt done them? Who can but Love, Ho- 
it, ac nour, and Eſteem Thee, who haſt done 
tnef}* them? When we behold Thee in the Ago- 
atureY* ny of Love and Fear; fear deterring Thee, 
Souls and Love engaging Thee to ſuffer; when 
Soul we behold Thee ſpeaking ſuch Words of 
ry A Love and Tenderneſs as never Man ſpoke 
GoodY* to his deareſt Friend; Are we Marble, 
es tod Lord, are we harder than Flint? Do we 
Love“ change our Nature, and become otherwiſe to 
angel Thee than we are to all the World beſides ? 
any o © let us at leaſt equal Thee with thy Crea- 
loriou* tures, and having not ſeen, let us love Thee. 
* But let us love Thee as becomes the Noble- 
3g s neſh 
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© neſs of the Object, and long, O gracious je. tha 
© ſu, to pay our Homage to thy Preſence © of 1 
© whom abſent we adore. Amer. © an 
The Compariſon betwixt the Love of Chrit I to. 
and his Servants,with the Love of David and of 
Jonathan, he elſewhere purſues in the follow - © thi 
ing manner. * and 
© We cannot hear the Story of the Love pre 
© of Jonathan and David, without being affed- ] Ene 
© ed with it; and why, but becauſe of the wit 
© earthly Grandure there is in it; a Gia not 
© defeated, a Robe and Belt, a Royal Table nat. 
© the Jealouſie of a King; all which Men ar A. 
© naturally apt to revere; theſe add Gran y- 
* dure, and Grandure AﬀeAingneſs to the £994 
© Story. * will 
© Awaken thy Mind, my Soul, open thy this 
Eyes: Behold a greater Love than bot wit! 
© theirs is here; get up above the round level the 
© ofthis World; raiſe up thy Head a while, 90 
© and ſee as Angels ſee, and think as Angel ing 
© think : Thoſe things that are highly eſteem min 


* ed among Men, are low in the Sight off who 
© God. Here is the true Graadure, here i bis a 
© that which affe&s the Minds of Angels. T fol 
© only Son of God on the one ſide, and the tler 
© Princes of his Kingdom on the other. Her bor: 
© they ſeem mean and contemptible; but . cauſ 
© thoſe bleſſed Spirits, who kuow the Radi bis 
© reſerv'd for them in Heaven, and the vacanl bis 
© Thrones belonging to each of them, theſ him 
appear with true Greatneſs. The Token take 
© of this Love are Jewels of immortal Stamp] mid! 
© not an earthly Robe, that ſits looſe on hin not 


5 that 
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us je. that gives it, but the very Body and Blood 
ence, of the Giver. The Acts of this Love, are 
© an effectual Reconcilement of his Friends 

Shri to God the Father, tho* with the Expence 
and of his Glory and Life. And on both ſides 
low. © this act is mutual, of ſacrificing all they had, 
© and Life it ſelf, for each other. The Ex- 

Lovell pre ſſions of this Love, are the moſt ſolidly 
affect Endearing, the moſt ſubſtantially Tender, 
F thel without Extravazance, Fondneſs, or Pomp; 
Golial not with ſtrain'd Appellations, but in the 
Table natural Terms of Children and Friends : 
-n are As the Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved 
Gran hen; let not your Heart be troubled, be of 
o the good chear. My Peace I leave with you. I 
© will ſee you again. The Circumſtauc.s of 

u th this Love, are his glorious Reſurrection, 
bot with the Miniſtration of Angels, opening 
the Priſon Gates, and his triumphal Aſcen- 
* ſion with the whole Quire of Angels attend- 
ing; promiſing at the ſame time to be 
© mindful of his poor (but great) Friends, 
whom he left here behind, in the midſt of 
bis and their Enemies: Nor was he unmind- 
ful of them afterwards, like Pharaoh's But- 
tler: But when his Martyr Stephen was overs 
born by the Violence of his Periecutors, he 
cauſed the Heavens to open, to ſhew to this 
his beloved Friend, that He beheld him in 
bis Conflict, and would immediately bring 
him to his own Glory. Had He by Angels 
taken him ſtrait up to Himſelf from the 


Stamp} midſt of their Conſiſtory, the Scene wou'd 
on hin not have been greater to thoſe Heavenly 
© that Specta- 
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© SpeQators, than as he was pleas'd to ma. 
© nage it: For as we laugh at the Rage which. ah 
© our Enemies expreſs againſt the dead Bo. ]“ 
© dies of our Friends, ſo do the Angels in 
© Heaven, at the Rage of Mea againſt our liy. 
© ing Bodies here, being only a Lump of Clay 
© and Corruption, which muſt be ſow'd be. 125 
fore it can be quickn'd, and put off Mortali- 


+ ty, before it can be inveſted with Glory. - | 
O poor ſighted Mortals; That thi; Ne 
+ Scene does not appear to you with tha, (N* 


£ Grandure as the Loves of earthly Prin 6 
© ces, when to the bleſſed luhabitauts of th **© © 
other World, it appears ſo heroick, anc 
© fills their Thoughts with more affecting Jo 
© and Wonder than all the earthly Pom tern 
© could do ours: This noble Scene of Love 
© between our bleſſed Lord and his Servant 
© from his firſt quitting his Glory for thei 
© ſakes, to the laſt Act of Love that ſhall a 
< pear on this earthly Stage at the final Con 
© ſummation of all Things. How Divinel 
* Great will theſe Stories appear in tt 
Annals of Eternity, to entertain tha 
© bleſſed Society with, through never-endin 
© Days of Bliſs ! | 

I ſhall add but one Meditation more upo 
his Love to God; and that has a particul; 
Relation to God's Laws and Commandment 
by which, with what goes before, the Reade 
may judge of the ſincerity and fervency ( 
this his divine Love, eſpecially with reſp 
to the adorable Myſtery of our Redemptio 0 © 
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which Pſal. exix. 127. J love thy Commandments 
1 Boll above Gold and precious Stones. _ 
1s inf}, The Commandments of God, are the 
ic l. Rule of our Life; the Revelation of the 
F Cin Holy Will of God, the Means of perfect- 
4 by ing our Nature, and making us ever happy. 
So paſſionately did David love them, that 
* he had rather all the Jewels of his Crown 
ſhou'd be loſt, than one of them taken away. 
* (Not one of then are to be ſpar'd, they are 
all adorable, all to be beloved.) Who wou'd 
be content to loſe one of his Members, tho? 
not eſſential to his Life? But the Command- 
ments of God are Links of the Chain of E- 
ternity, as much worth as Heaven and Im- 
mortality; Who can but love that which 


ortall- 
ry. 

© this 
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—— IS holy, juſt, and good ? What true Ser- 
+ thei want of God, can but love every Declara- 
ll as tion of the Will of his Heavenly Father ? 


1 Cool 15 it not Condeſcention enough to captivate 
our Hearts, that the Almighty ſhow'd re- 

veal his Will tous? Better Heaven and 
Earth ſhou'd paſs away, than one tittle of 
the Law of God ſhon'd be withdrawa. I tove 
then every Commandment of my God, even 
that which moſt contradicts my ſinful and 
natural [nclinations ; and wou'd not wih it 
to he taken out of the Number, for a Thou- 
land Worlds. For I know the Will of my 
God is Holy, (his Will is our San#ification ) 
reſpe and I can't be happy without beiog like him; 
mptiol nor can I be like Him that is holy, if any 
P bart of this his Law ſhou'd be withdrawn. 
O Almighty God, give unto us the „ 
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© of thy Grace ; and that we may obtain that * 4 
© which Thou doſt promiſe, make us to love Mat 
© that which Thou doſt command, throughſl *> 
© Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. Ince 
Thus did Mr. Bonnell love God with all his H £19! 
Heart and Soul ; and upon this Foundation, Hea 
were all the other Graces of Chriſt ianity 
ſtrongly built: But none took earlier and ed a; 
deeper Root in his Soul, than Humility : That | 
Virtue, fo peculiar to Chriſtianity, ſo becom- 
ing a Creature and a Sinner. How ſoon this ron 
Grace took poſſeſſion of his Heart, appears des! 
from the Account already given of his early 
Piety ; particularly his care to conceal his 
keeping Faſting-Days at the Univerſity: And 
afterwardsit encreaſed and improved with his et © 
Life; it being his conſtant Study and Prayer, 0 5 
to be like Him whom he ſo dearly loved; and 
be lowly in Heart as our Redeemer was. 
None could more induſtriouſly avoid all ap-“ 
proaches to Pride and Vain- glory; or when- giveſt 
ever he was ſurprized into a ſecret Compla- ') '” 4 
cency at Eſteem and Praiſe, cou'd be more 
humbled before God for it, and more bitter- then 
ly bewail it. He always aggravated the Fault 
in himſelf, repreſented it in its blackeſt Dreſs 
and was his own ſevereſt Accuſer. His pri- 
vate Papers are full of Arguments againſt Pride 
Meditations upon the Deformity of that Sin 
and devout Prayers to be protected from it 
Aſſaults. Some of theſe I ſhall inſert here 
both to ſhew us how truly Humble he was, anc 
to engage us to follow his Example. 1 
4 


the C 
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© My Toke is eaſie, and my Burthen light, 

Matt. xi. 30. : 2 
« Didſt Fhou, O bleſſed Lord, feel ſo many Ei Medita- 
Inconveniencies, and endure ſuch Contradi- — 
gion of Sinners? Didſt Thou come from 1 
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Heaven, to be a Man of Pain and Sorrows ? 
To be deſpiſed among thy Friends, ſlander- 
ed and blaſphem'd by thy Enemies, and not 
to have where to lay thy Head? Wert 
Thou oppos'd 1a all thy Endeavours to do 
good, and ill requited for many of thy Mer- 
cies? Couldſt Thou hear thy ſelf calld a 
Friend of Publicans and Sinners; a Glutton 
and Wine- bibber, and a Confederate with 
Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils? And 
yet couldſt Thou ſay, My Toke is eaſie, and 
my Burden is light. O what Love was that 
to Man, which made ſuch great Troubles 
and Miſeries ſeem light and eafie! Shou'd 
it be ſaid, How can this be ? Thou thy Self 
eiveſt us the Reaſon; For I am meek and low- 
ly in Heart ;, and *tis this, in the midſt of all 
Troubles, that procures Reſt to my Soul. So 
then to be cloathed with Humility, is ſo 
far from being a Burden, that, like our uſual 
Garments, it ſerves to defend us from the 
Injuries of the Air and Weather ; from 
piercing Cold, and ſcorching Heat; from 
the Cold of Diſdain and Want, and the 
Heat of Injuries and Perſecutions. 
* Hear then, O my Soul, the charming 
Language of thy kind Saviour! Put on the 
Cloaths that He wore, Humilicy and Mcek- 
teſs; in which he found ſo much eaſe, and 
| « which 


96 


The Exemplary LIFE of 


* which will bring fo much Reſt to thee, And 
© gtant, O my dear Saviour, that I may groan 
© to be cloath'd upon with thy Robes; and 
* out of love to Thee, may think that Work 
© eaſie, which, by making me like Thee, (in whe 
© Humility and Meekneſs) will make all otherW< he i 
© things eaſie to me, and bring true and eter . non 
© nal Reſt to my Soul, Amen. [ thel 

To the ſame purpoſe does he argue with that 
himſelf in another Place, as follows: of e 

Lord, Thou inviteſt me to come untafff: to d 
© Thee for Eaſe; but is it not by becomingÞ{ Dif 
© »wly in Heart, as Thou wert? But whaifſ ſure, 
© means lowly in Heart? Surely there is & plea 


t all 
[4 

poor 
© the1 
© Hes 


© lowlineſs that is not in Heart; an affected ſhell « T 
© of Humility before Men, while Pride ma. Hea 
yet reign within. Outward Fawning, af for t 
* teted Complaiſance, or Submiſſiveneſs, if of a 
© not that lowlineſs of Heart which will gin care: 
us caſe; while at the ſame time, we maß learn 
© grow impatient at an Affront, and not ber the! 
* ble to bear an Outrage. If our Heart bo ing 
* within us at an Injury, and be put into think 
Tumult by a ſlight or diſreſpect, it is plaif-rFar 

„that we have not eaſe, and conſequent Soul, 


© have not learn'd to be lowly in Heart. the ] 
We find three correſpondent Expte They 


© fjons us'd by our Bleſſed Saviour: Poor Figur 
© Heart, Pure in Heart, and Lowly in Hes ment. 
All which muſt refer to the inward Seu don't 
ments and Affections of our Minds, in OF does 


« polition to the uſual Acceptatioa of the only i 
Words: Poor, Pure, and Lowly, when app\F of this 
* to outward things: And that in which t 
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Aud all ſeem to agree, is Deſire. Thus he is 
roan . poor in Heart, who deſires not Riches, whe- 
ande ther he hath them or not; he is pure in 
Vork Heart, who deſires not ſenſual Pleaſure, 


„ (ag, whether he is capable of ir or not; and 
tei he is lowly in Heart, who deſires not Ho- 


eter qq nour, whether he hath it or not: And 


© theſe Deſires all proceed from this Principle, 
that we ſo value unſeen things, the Things 
of God, and Heaven, and Eternity, as not 
unc to defire Wealth, nor be troubled at the 
ming Diſreſpe& of Men; and to dread that Plea- 
whaF* ſure, which ſhou'd make us unworthy of 
e is Pleaſure in the Favour of God. 
] ſhe] © That therefore which makes us lowly in 
e maß Heart, is converſing with another World 
1g, A for that renders us uncapable of being Proud 


With 


els, of any thiag that Men can do to us. What 
ll gi cares a truly learned Man, to be thought 
ve maß learned by Peaſants? They will think 
Xt be the ſame of one that has no other Learn- 
rt bo ing but hard Words; nay, perhaps, will 
t into think ſuch a one more learned than he 
is pla: chat is truly ſo. What cares that happy 
ue ni Soul, whoſe Converſation is in Heaven, for 
the Judgment of the Men of this World ? 
Expteſ They value me, ſays he, for my ontward 
Poor Figure, Beauty, Riches, Wit, Accompliſh- 
Head ments, that is, for Trifles : Theſe things 
d Seu don't make me valuable; *tis real Goodneſs 
in OF does char, in reſpect of that World which 
of the only is of Value: And God only is Judge 
1 appld of this, becauſe it lies in the Heart: Men 
ich ti wh 1 of 
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© of this World, are no more Judges of i 
than Peaſants are of Learning. If the c 44 
© think well of me, it is but by accident; i « , 
© meer Chance; they guefs at it, and may de 
© well gueſs wrong as right; and ſhall I think 
my ſelf more valuable for their gueſſing c 7, 
If Jam good, I am indeed more valuable fu . % 
* being ſo, not for their thinking me ſo. B 80 
© if Thou, my God, doſt not think me ſo, wlll « 


| _ pla 
© be to me; their judgment will do x "Th 
little Service. s of 
In another Place, find the following Pray the 
© Lord, it is not enough that Thou givelſſ« fro. 
© me leave to think of Thee; give me we 
Heart alſo, to think humbly of my ſelf: If, 4%, 
is not enough that Thou openeſt me a Glad, care 
© to look towards Thee; O ſhut * ed b 
World on each ſide alſo from my Ey cher 
For the Remembrance of having thought q Anc 
© Thee, will not yield me pleaſure 5 MH Lc anſwe 
* not think on Thee, without being mo made! 
* to conſider what the World will think yr. 1: 
me. If Thou giveſt me leave to a I Tc 
© Thee, O let me gain this by it; to kno Man, 
© my ſelf to be Nothing, and the World wolf tie B 
© thaa Nothing, And, O Lord! O gracio my o. 
© Goodneſs, heal my Soul, and change the e ſed, | 
« Aﬀections that are there; and then ſha nay, 


© neither think of the World, nor of my ſe 
* but of Thee, who art the only Center at 1, | 
I © Happineſs of my Soul. Amen. J deliev, 
It is probable that fome Commendati on pu 

which he met with for his Piety, gave occ Sou] : 
on to the following Prayer. «Wh and thi 


— 


James Bonnell Eſq; 
of il © When, O when ſhall it be, gracious Lord, 


theſß © that 1 ſhall be content with thy Judgmeat 
it 5 © of me, without looking farther, or conſi- 


ay ll © dering what others think of me? St. Antho- 
thin % us'd to hear the Devil often crying out, 
1 © Make Way for the Servant of the Lord: Bebold 
le fo 


W © the beloved of God: Or ſuch like. Ia his 
© Solitude, the Devil diſcover'd himſelf more 
A © plainly to him than he does to us, whoſe 
* Thoughts are involved in the multiplicity 
* of worldly Matters: Yet we may be ſure 
the Devil is in all ſuch Sounds, come they 
from the Mouths of never ſo good Perſons; 
me i we may well have leave to ſay, Get thee be- 
elf: Wc hd me, Satan. O make me watchful and 
1 GlaYe careful of my ſelf, that I be not circumvent- 
vp Med by his Deceits, and the Fraud and Trea- 
Ex © chery of my own ſinful Heart. Ames. 
ught Of And how his Prayers for Humility were 
f Leanſwer'd; and what a happy Progreſs he 
moi made in that heavenly Virtue, the following 
think! Meditation will ſhew. 
hink To adminiſter Arſenic, is no injury to n 
0 Kue Man, that has made Poy ſon his Diet. A lit- 
d wol tie Biſreſpect is no injury to me, who love 
graci my own Abjection; who can, God be bleſ- 
the es ſed, bear a great many Slights and Affronts, 
en half nay, and elight in them too: But how 
my I or on what Ground is it that a Man can 
nter love his own Abjection? It is becauſe I 
J believe theſe Slights and Affronts are ſent 
endatiq on purpoſe by Gad, for the good of my 
re oc Soul: TI take them as Tokens of his Love, 
and therefore I love them. Shou'd He en- 
« Whi | Ha 6 creaſe 


99 


The Exemplary L IHFR 
© creaſe my Eſtate, or cauſe great Preſents 
© and Honours to be given me, I ſhou'd not ſo 
© heartily delight in them, becauſe I ſho'd 
© not ſo ſurely know, that they were ſent out 
© of love, and for the good of my Soul. But all 
things that cauſe my Abjection, Iam fare, 
© are /o; having a natural Tendency to this 
© End, namely, the bettering my Mind. | 
immediately find that they take my Heart 
© off from the World, that they abate my 
Pride, (which is a tickling Pain) and intro- 
© ducea due Eſteem of my ſelf,and that Humi 
© lity, in which conſiſts the Safety of my Soul, 
© and by conſequence, the Joy of my Life. 

Thus did he conquer Pride and Vanity it 
himſelf; and no Man ſeems to have been het- 
ter acquainted with the Remedies that ar: 
moſt proper for that outragious Diftemper ; 
which ſome of his Advices will ſufficiently 
make appear. 

© It you are ſubje& (ſays he) to ſpiritual 
< Pride, go to Prayers to Churches where 
c you are not known; and ſhift Churches 
© that you may not ſeem conftant. But if yo! 
© have ſurmounted this Weakneſs, keep tt 
© the ſame Church where you are known 
© that your Example may edifie Others, as we 
© as the Prayers edifie your ſelf. 

In another Place, he preſcribes this Cur 
for Vanity. | 

© When your fit of Paſſion lies in Vanit 
© converſe not with the Things that make y0 
© think much of your ſelf; Read rather thi 


Write, Hear rather than Speak; Tay” 


C qc 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 
© not of your ſelf, of your Sickneſs, or your 
Health, of your Love or Diflike, of your 
© Way of Living or Humour, or any thing 
© that belongs to you. 

To the fame Purpoſe is the following Me- 
ditation. h TE E. 
© Watch and be ſober, 1 Theſſ. v. 7. Be 
© Sober, be Vigilant, 1 Pet. v. 8. Whatever 
© makes our Minds drunk, is oppoſite to this 
© Sobriety 3 and every thing that makes us 
think unreaſonably, does thus ' intoxicate 
© us, that is, makes us think otherwiſe than 
© ſober Reaſon wou'd diate to us; which 
© 1s the true Notion of Drunkenneſs. Moſt 
* ſorts of Pleaſures do this, but particularly 
* that which we take in the Eſteem of Men. 
* Theſe unhappy Words, 7 and Me, what a 
Ferment do they raiſe in our Blood! How. 
* troubleſome, yet pleaſing ! How unquietly 
© 1mportunate! How fond are we to talk and 
tell Stories of our ſelves! And yet how 
fick does it make our Souls? If we hear our 
* ſelves well ſpoken of, it may perhaps paſs: 
over, and we may recover our Minds. Vet 
* there is danger, that even his will return 
Again to our Thoughts, and perhaps where 
* we are better employ'd. But ſurely I had 
* almoſt as willingly meet the Devil (under 
God's Chain) as theſe Thoughts; that is, 
* the Devil in his ugly and frightful Dreſs, as 
in this (for it is the Devil ſtill) tawdry, 
* pleaſing Diſguiſe. If then there be ſo muck 


danger, from a few Words tranſiently ſpo- 
* ken ; What ſhall we fay, when we put forth 
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© all our Strength for Hours together in Com- 


© pany, to ſhew our Parts, our Reaſon, our 
© Learning, or whatever elſe we pleaſe our 


© ſelves, or may pleaſe others in. What is 


c this bat to bath our ſelves in Poyfon, and let 
© it ſoak into our Blood, and fill all our Veins ! 
© Lord. in the midſt of what Snares do we 
© walk; on what Precipices do we ſtand! It 
© is a Miracle of thy Almighty Goodneſs, that 
© makes it poſſible for Creatures thus beſet, 
© to be ever able to get to Heaven. Nothing 
© leſs than thy Mercy and Power cou'd ſave 
© ys out of them. 

Agreeable to all theſe Meditations, Advi- 
ces and Prayers, was Mr. Bonnells Practice. 
A modeſt unaffected Humility appear'd in his 
Words, his Actions, and very Countenance : 
Not (as he himſelf, in one Place, deſcribes this 
Virtue) an affected Humility, ſuch as deſires to 
be taken notice of; but ſuch a true Humulity, as 
makes us firſt look upon our ſelves as Nothing; and 
then, not ſo much as once reflett, whether others 
take notice of us or no; ſuch a true Humility,that 
diffuſes it ſelf through the whole Body and Soul; 
that influences and impregnates every Mot ion, 
Thought, and Word; that 5 in every Geſture, 
and Look, and all our Deport ment. 

But this Spirit of Humility did in a parti- 
cular Manner, direct and govern his Devoti- 
ons. He ſometimes found, that uſing his Voice 
in private Prayer, was of great Uſe to him, 
to quicken his Zeal, and keep bis Thoughts 
atteative; and he always had his Lodging fo 

contriv'd, that he might uſe his Voice "aun 
; being 
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being heard; and in his Sickneſs, he never (be- 
fore his Marriage) allow'd any one to be con- 
antly ina the Room with him; becauſe the 
Preſence, even of a Servant, reſtrain'd him 
from Praying with his Voice. And after Mar- 
lage, he was not pleas'd when any were pre- 
ſent upon thoſe Occaſions, but She alone, with 
hom he was free from theſe Reſerves. Such 
deep Impreſſions had Humility made in his 
Soul, that no Sickneſs, no Pain, cou'd ia the 
jcaſt get the better of it. 


His Charity to the Poor, tho” very great and 


xtenfive for hisFortune,(asw ill be afterwards 
hewn) yet was always manag'd with the great- 
ft Secrecy and Modeſty imaginable; it being 
is great eudeavour to conceal it as much as 
poſhiblez of which we may be continc'd by the 
ollowingMediration,w herein he enquires,why, 
dy doing our Almsopenly,we have no Reward. 
* The End of Alms,is not ſolely to relieve 
the Poor ; for what was the Widow's Mite 
(which yet wes a great Charity) to this pur- 
poſe ? God needs not our Alms for this end, 
no more than He did the Sacrifices of old, 
to enrich himſelf. All the Beaſts of the Fo- 
reſt are mine, ſaith God. In like manner, 
with one Act of his Will, He cou'tenrich 
(if he thought fit) all the Poor in the World, 
But He requires our Alms, as He did the 
Sacrifices ot old, only as Teſtimonies, or 
Fruits of the inward Graces of our Minds. 
A Sacrifice without Contrition, was a vain 
Oblation; but the Sacrifices of God, are a 
broken Heart. Again, the Poor are as truly 
H 4 dre: 
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© reliev'd by Alms without Charity, as with 
© it ; which ſhews, that the Relief of the 
© Poor, is not primarily intended by God, but 
© a ſincere Deſire of pleaſing Him. Tis then 
© the inward Graces of the Mind, that are 
© rewarded by God; ſuch as true Humility, 
© Contempt of the World, Reliance on God 
© Providence, and ſincere deſire to pleaſe 
cim; which Graces cannot be in the Mind 
© of one that affets to do his Alms openly, 
© For what Humility is there in one that! 
* preedy of Vain-glory? What reliance on 
© God's Providence, in one that thinks to 
© purchaſe Favours from the World, by ſhews 
© of Goodneſs? What Contempt of the 
© World, in one that trafficks with it, and 
hopes for Rewards from it? What ſincere 
© Deſire to pleaſe God, in one that above al 
things ſecks to pleaſe Men? So then, here 
being no Graces to be rewarded, no Reward 
js to be expected. In ſum, outward Ads 
© have the outward Rewards; which, by the 
© eſtabliſn'd Laws of God in Nature, aril: 
* from them, as Trees ſpring from Seeds 
4 but the inward and ſpiritual Acts of the 
c Mind, have ſpiritual and eternal Reward: 
s aſſign'd them by God. 

« Vain-glory is oppoſite, not only to one 

© Grace, but cats out the Life of all Graces i 
+ our Souls. We have great Reaſon there foi 
to watch againſt this Vice with all our care 
« eſpecially in Religious Matters: For if th 
* Light that is in us be Darkneſs, How great 
* that Darkneſs? If the Good we do, be prit 
RE 6 cipall 
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James Bonnell Eſq; 

© cipally deſign'd to pleaſe Men, how void 

© are we of all Goodneſs ? Es | 
He us'd to wiſh there were ſome Church 

in Dublin, wherein the Holy Sacrament were 

Adminiſtred every Lord's Day; for going a- 

bout from Church to Church, (he ſaid) had ſome- 


thing of Oſtentation in it; and twas with diffi- 


culty, that he at laſt conquer'd this Scruple. 
And when he went to Churches,to which he 
was not accuſtomed, he generally choſe the 
moſt private Place, where he might be leaſt 


obſery'd, and leaſt diſturb'd ; and when he 


was ſo happily plac'd, he always continued up- 
on his Knees, at his private Devorions, till 
the Publick Service began. But if he was 
forc'd to be ſatisfy'd with a more publick Seat, 
and there were Company about him. he 
ſhortn'd his private Prayers, that he might 
not be taken notice of; for he avoided being 
ſingular and remarkable in all his Actions, 
much more in thoſe of Religion ; in them he 


aim'd at ſomething greater than Fame, more 


laſting and ſubſtantial than the vain Ap- 
plauſe of Men; even thoſe Praiſes whick are 
endleſs, and that. Honour which never can 
decay. 

But his Opinion of the Secrecy of Reli- 
gious Actions, and his Practice too, the Rea- 
der will beſt learn from hiniſelf, iu the Two 
following Meditations z which are ſtill far- 
ther inſtances of his Humility, and his great 
Watchfulneſs againſt whatever had the leaſt 
Tendency to Vanity. | 

| My 
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My Right Hand (fays he,) is the Grace 
© of God: My Left, my Spiritual Friend. 
© In Ads of Devotion, Faſting and Charity, 
© am to be exceeding Nice, how I let one of 
© theſe know, what the other enables me to 
do. To ſound a Trumpet, and tell all the 
World what you do, is certainly a Mark of 
< a diflolute and unſpiritual Mind, not ambi- 
e tions of Heavenly Rewards, nor ſenſible of 
< ſpiritual Pleaſures. To reveal theſe only 
© to a ſpiritual Friend, may perhaps in ſome 
< Caſes be neceſſary; but if you wou'd be 
< perfe&, ſubject them only to the Eyes of 
c God; He will be your ſufficient Councel- 
< lour, For the Advantages you may reap 
< by revealing them to Men, in any prudent 
< Inſtru&ions or Encouragements, will not 
<. countervail the Hazard you undergo of Self- 
< complacency, in the Opinion another may 
© have in your being Devout, Mortify'd, or 
Charitable; and of loſing your Comfort; 
t the greateſt Enconragement you have to 
c perſiſt in thoſe charming Duties, which 
© wholly loſe their Sweetneſs, when you ia 
© any Meaſure fink into Fleſh and Blood; 
© your Comfort, I ſay, which wholly conſiſts 
© in acquitting your ſelf in Secret, to your 
Heavenly Father, and approving your ſelf 
© to Him. 

The other Meditation is as follows, 

We loſe (ſays he,) ſomething of ſpiritual 
Strength, (as Sampſon did) by diſcovering ſe- 
£ cret Ttanſactions between God and our 
© Souls; for this gives our Conſcience a = p. 

© 11QCE 
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t ſince it tends to magnifie our ſelves, and 
© looks like boaſting of ſecret Favours, which 
© is a Means of leſſening Favours among Men. 
© If what I ſpeak of this ſort tends to magni- 
© file my ſelf, as being a Favourite of God, I 
cannot be too jealous of my ſelf, becauſe 

our Hearts are deceitfnl, and very treache- 

rous; and ſomething of ſecret. Pride will 


ons. If I tell of Raptures and Elevations 
vouchſafed to me in Prayer; of ardent De- 
fires after the holy Communion, and Long- 
ings for Heaven, and the like; I muſt be 
well made indeed, and ſtrongly arm'd with 
the Grace of God within me, if I do all this, 
only for the Edification of my Neighbour, 
and to provoke him to praiſe God on my 
behalf, without any By-defign to recommend 
my ſelf to his Eſteem. 

It is now time to conſiler Mr. Bannell, with 


hall therefore conclude this Part of his Cha- 
ater with the following Prayer. 

© While I walk the Streets, let not my 
Head ſeem full of Buſineſs; but what I de- 
light in, and deſire always: Let Head and 
Heart be full of my Saviour. Take from 
me, O my God, a haughty Gate, a proud 
Look, and ſupercilious Forehead. I conſider 
bow. my Redeemer walk'd the Streets of 
itual N Jeraſalem, how modeſtly and plainly He 
g ſe-Nwas Apparrel'd, how little he coveted to 
our make a Figure, how little to ſee, or be ſeen, 
amp, ö Meek and Humble his Behaviour was, 
ſigce * how 


be apt to ſteal in upon us, in ſuch relati- 


eſpect to other Virtues beſides Humility: I . 


toy 
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© how far from Striving, or Quarrelling, or 
© lifting up his Voice in the Streets. Let my, me. 
© Deportment, O my God, be ſuch as if! : Dat 
< walk'd with Thee then, for Thou doſt vouch- . . © 
© ſafe to walk with me now. | 
One ſo humble as Mr. Bonnell was, con'dff}, Goc 
hardly fail to be Meek and Patient; and ſuch 
he was in a very high Degree. Thoſe who, 
convers'd with him, ſaw a Spirit of Meekneſſl, 
and Gentleneſs in his Words, and Actions, and 
Behaviour: And it cou'd hardly be otherwiſe, 


but that he who was ſo lowly in his owa. Per! 
Eyes, muſt receive Injuries from Men, withfl, Slav 
great Meekneſs; and Corrections from God, perf 
with Submiſſion and Patience. For he very | iace 
juſtly eſteem'd Pride the Parent of moſt of our, Poſſe 
Diſorders, particularly of Anger, ImpatienceY}, the! 
and Revenge. To this purpoſe he expreſſei , Soul 
himſelf in the following Meditation, I. of 
| © have a Notion, that the Sting of allff, fore 
Affliction is Pride; *tis this gives a pungen But | 
cy to every Grievance, and makes it pierce], inſul 
© our Heart. Others bruiſe, but do no ſee, e 
© wound us; they ſit heavy on us withoutY, 1 
© but do not gnaw and fret us within, Lag. and: 
© not perhaps afraid of loſing my Eſtate ; buff, inſup 
© lam afraid of loſing my Value and Reputa ler ic} 
© tion in the World. 1 am not afraid of], Curd 
© Low Condition, but I am afraid of Congl, ly Sy 
* tempt. I am not afraid of Sickneſs an tion 
Death, but I am afraid of ſcornful Pity; I ment, 
am not afraid of a Plague of War, or m © 
* Famine; but I am afraid of an inſulting, Leav. 
* Enemy, and the Tyranny of one that hate, lice; 


c neſÞ eaſes, 


| James Bonnell Ei; 
. e. Upon this Reaſon alſo it is true what 
rie David ays; It is better to fall into the Hands 
i of God, than of Men. For we have no diſpute 
_—_— whether we ſhould humble our ſelves beforg 
God or no; but the Difficulty of doing this 
70 11 to Men, creates us all our uneaſineſs. If 
e Perſons are Impoveriſh'd, or Sick, or ſuffer 
Who. be Relioi 
xneſl from Heaven, they ſeem to have no Re! lei 
* * on, if they are not capable of Conſolation; 
bem but if they groan under the Yoke of an im- 
. perious Man, and are chain'd to him as his 
. Slaves, they muſt have the higheſt top and 
| er perfection of Religion to admit of comfort; 
+ ince the laſt Vice which Religion has to diſ- 
| a poſſeſs and conquer, is Pride. Fob felt all 
daten the Blows of Heaven with an unwounded 
e- * Soul; and the Reaſon is, becauſe the Stroakes 
EF" of Heaven drive us to humble our ſelves be- 
ore God, dethrone Pride, and calm the Soul. 
But the perpetualGratings of an ill-natur'd, 
' inſulting Man, whom you muſt every Day 
ſee, and yet with dread and boiling of Heart; 
this ſtirs up our natural Choler, foments 
' and awakens Pride, and renders our Miſery 
' inſupportable. *Tis the Boiling of the Cho- 
*lerick Humours in our Body, with which 
our Soul is ſo tenderly touch'd, and fo near- 
Con ' ly Sympathiſes 3 that is the Sting of all Affli- 
ſk an} CTion, and cis is Pride. This is the fatal Fer- 
Pity; ment, that no conſideration 3 x4 vcd 
or my God, grant that I may purge out thi 
; lia Leaven, even the Leaven of Pride and Ma- 
r_ lice; and then whatſoever Afflictions, Diſ- 
eaſes, Troubles, befal me, I ſhall 8 
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© Peace with my ſelf, Peace with Men, and, / 
peace with Thee; for the Yoke of my hun. * 
© ble and meek Saviour, does indeed bring apf 
© Reſt and Peace to the Soul. Amen. L 

In another Place, he gives the following. of 
Reaſon, why moſt People reſent Injuries ai. 
the rate they do. 4 

£ We ſtomach (ſays he) Injuries that we th 
© think are done to us; we fling and throw. 
under them: But it is not the Injuſticeſ} , . 
© done us, that we ſo much reſent ; as that li 
© the Pride of our Hearts wakes us think . ol 
© our ſelves ſo Conſiderable, that no Body 
* ought to diſturb our Repoſe. Alas, if we 
© lay it aſide, we ſhall ſee Reaſon enough, 
© why the juſt Providence of God ſhow'd give 
© conſtant Diſturbance to our Repoſe; and 
© that we ſhould not ſtomach, nor be angry 
© at it; but meekly, compoſedly, and thauk- 
fully accept it. 

The ſame Reaſon he aſſigns why ſo man 
are continnally finding Fault with the Publick 
Management of Affairs, as why they reſent 
and ſtomach Injuries done to themſelves. To 
this purpoſe I fiad the following Remark a 
mong his Writings. Neceſſity ſeldom male 
Aden mutiny ſo much as Pride. Becauſe th 
are not honoured by being admitted to the Coun 
cels of others, therefore they diſlike their Meaſure! 
and endeavour to draw others after them. I 
meek and humble Man is rarely a Mutineer, bt 
chooſes rather to ſuffer with others, than be dls 
morous by himſelf. * 


man 
blick 
reſent 


es. To 


ark 4 

make; 
ſe th 
» Coun 
eaſurt! 
A 


ter, 


be aa 


Ant 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


And how conſtantly he endeavonr'd after 
a meek and mortify'd Spirit, will ſtill farther 
appear from the following Meditation. 

© How happy is it to practiſe Mortification 
of Mind and Will! But of all ſuch Mor- 


© tifications 5 thoſe of our own chooſing, are 


nothing comparable to our meekly acceptin 

thoſe which Bod ſends. For ſtil! the af of 
© our own Will in any thing, the better. Now 
© what a Mortiſication is it, to find our ſelves 
* ſighted and difeſteem'd, for thoſe very Acti- 
© ons, Behaviours, and Speeches, which we 
© thought fine, and valu'd our ſelves upon? 
What a Mortification is it to have ſome of 
© our Defects, Infirmities, and Weakneſſes, 
© diſcover'd and made knowa to the World ? 
What a Mortificution is it to be guilty of 
© Indiſcretions and Inadvertencies, which ex- 
© poſe us to Men? And fhall we love and 
delight in theſe ? I'm ſure we have great 
© Reaſon 3 for Refpe& and Eſteem do but 
puff us up with an uneaſie Tympany, and 
© fill us with bloated and undue Fancies of 
© our ſelves ; ſo that when we meet with any 
© Diſreſpe& or Aﬀront, our Breaſts boil, and 
ve are tortur'd with Reſentment, for want 
© of having meek and ſober Thoughts of our 
© ſelves. In both theſe Caſes we make Idols 
© of our ſelves, and our Thoughts run inceſ- 


© ſantly on our ſelves ; in the firſt Caſe, with 


* Pleaſure ; in the laſt, with Diſquiet. Ought 
not a pious Soul ro deſire and Pray earneſt- 
© ly to be freed from theſe Aſſaults, and to 
love any thing that comes to it with a ſea- 

| i ſonable 


12 The Exemplary LIFE of 
© ſonable Relief? St. Baſil pray'd to be freed I Pain 
© from the Head-ach, and then Luſt came; W it. 
© and then he pray'd for the return of his I himf 
Head. ach again. Surely we ought to love. 
© thoſe Mortifications, which keep us free from ſiti 
© the Aſlaults of Pride and Anger, as well as wa 
© any other, Temptation: Aſſaults, which are I ſw. 
< continvally dogging us, and upon every Oc- her 
< caſion ſtarting up to moleſt us. We ought it; 
< to love them, not only as they keep us ſober I uſe 
< minded, and make us think duly and meekly ! I h: 
© of our Selves; but as they are more certain the 
© Marks of God's Favour, than thoſe things ply 
c thatexalt us in the World, and procure us gie 
© Reſpect and Eſteem: For theſe things may ] po 
< doour Minds a great deal of Hurt, but the * But 
© others do them certainly Good. Let us then * Lif, 
accept of ſuch Mortifications, embrace and} to 
© love them, upon account both of God not 
© and our own Souls. And may our gra- you 
© cions God fill all his faithful Servants] © ove 
© with true Meekneſs; and ſuch habitualF* tha; 
< Humility, as may make us love Diſreſpeas}| * C 
c from the World, when He ſends them; but 
© and in all things render us like to our great * whe 

. © Maſter. | © love 

Eo, AS few Men had greater Trials of Pati- whit 

Patience. , ie, from frequent and violent returns 0! 

Sickneſs ; ſo none cou'd bear it with a more 

4 compoſed Spirit, and a more chearful Submiſ 

| ſion to the Will of God. His Papers are ful 

10 of pious Meditations upon the Advantages o. who 

Sufferings; God's End, in afflicting us wy Sha. 

ain 


reed 

me; 

his 

love 

Tom 

I] as 

h are 

Oc- 
»vght 
ſober 
zeekly 
retain 
hings 
re us 
s may 
at the 
s then 
> and 
God 
gra- 
rvants 
bitual 
ſpeRs 
them; 
great 


Pati- 
rns Ol 


2 more 
ubmil 


are full 


ages 0 
s wit 
Pall 


James Bonnell, E.; 


pain; and the Uſe we ought to make of 
it. Thus in one Place he argues with 


himſelf. 


© Showd a Man, lying under an Indiſpo- 
© ſition of Body, fay to his Phyfician, who 
* was alfo his Friend; O my Friend, how 
* ſweet foever your Love has been to me 
© heretofore, I cannot now pleaſe my ſelf in 
git; it gives me no Savour or Reliſh, as it 


© uſed to do; 


| hope you will excuſe me, for 


* I have the ſame Reſpect for you, but not 
the ſame Love. Would not” the other re- 
* ply; Alas! I know you cannot. I have 
given you that, which for the preſent indiſ- 
* poſes you, and makes you unable to do it: 
* But it was, becauſe your Health, or your 
Life, was in Danger. I have indiſpoſed you 
to love me by this Medicine, that I might 
* not be entirely deprived of your Love by 
© your Death. Have Patience, and this will be 
* over, and you will love me again better 
* than ever, 
O my Soul! This is no feigned Caſe, 
* but the real Fruth. Thy true Phyſician 
* who loves thee, and whom thou wouldſt 
hath indiſpos'd thee, by the Phyſick 
* which He hath given thee ; that He might 
* not loſe thee for ever : This will ſoon be 


© love, 


over, and thou ſhalt love him again; either 


here, or hereafter 3 for He knows that this 


js t 


by Deſire, as well as It is his : 


Even his, 


no loved us ſo, that He deſpis'd Glory and 
Shame, Life and Death; that He might fill 
1 


E 


Heaven 
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< Heaven with Lovers, and make us love 
© Him as He hath loved us. | 

The following Meditation, compos'd at 2. 
nother Time,will ſhew what divine Thoughts 
Sickneſs. excited in his Mind; and how he 
improv'd it to the nobleſt Purpoſes ; even 
from thence to contemplate the bitter Pains, 
which our Redeemer ſuffer'd. | 

© Never ſo well do we contemplate what 
© our Saviour ſuffer'd for us, as when we our 
c ſelves are in Pain; what his tender and de. 
© licate Body felt, when it hung not only in 
© unintermitting, but ſtill encreaſing Tor- 
© ments, ſo many Hours on the Croſs, as 
when our Bodies are rack'd with ſome 
© grievous Diſtemper. Who can then but 
© ſay to Him, with the Penitent Thief; | 
© indeed am juſtly in Pain, for I receive the 
© Reward of my Deeds; but this Man bath 
© done nothing amiſs. Nathing indeed amiſ 
© haſt Thou done, O my adorable Redeemer, 
© therefore it is more for Thee to feel Pain 
© one Moment, (to chooſe to feel that for our 


© ſakes, which did not belong to Thee, and to 
© which, Thou wert no ways ſubjeR) than for 
all the Men of the World to be in Tor- nx 
© ments a Million (perhaps an Eternity) of 


© Years. For ſince Eternity of Torments is 
© the natural Conſequence of Sin; it is more 
© for the Son of God to feel Pain ane Mo- 
© ment, (againſt Nature) than for Men to be 
© naturally in Paia for ever. Pain is the Con- 
< ſequent of Sin; as Shadows flow from 
© dark Bodies: But Thou couldſt feel no 

| © Pain, 
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Pain; but by thy own choice: Therefore I 
conceive each Moment of thy Pain, with the 
fame Horror, as I do an Eternity of Tor- 
ment for finful Men: And ſuch we are all, 
without the Fruit of thy Pain. Thou didſt 
indeed bear our Infirmities, and wert bruiſ- 
ed for our Sins. Thou didſt vouchſafe ta 
dtink of our Cup, and partake of our natu- 
ral Miferies; that by thy Stripes we might 
de healed; and ſaved from our natural 
Torments; by thy voluntary Pains. Na 
longer is Pain a Curſe; Thou by feeling 
it, haſt made it bleſſed: No longer is 
hanging on a Tree a Curſe; Thou haſk 
made it to Penitents, a Step to Glory. 
Sanctifie, O gtacious Lord, I beſeech Thee, 
my Pain which I now ſuffer; for by thy 
feeling Pain, Thou haſt ſanctify'd it to all 
thy faithful Servants : Let it make me fear- 
ful of that Wrath which devours to the ne- 
thermoſt Hell; and of thoſe Pains which 
ſhall never end. Let it make me zealous for 
he good of Souls; and labour to ſnatel 
them from everlaſting Burnings, But above 
ll, let the Senſe of what Thou didſt feel, 
nake me undervalue my own Sufferiags, to 
hom Pain and Miſery is uaturally due; and 
ot only let me patiently bear them, but 
cjoice that in this, at leaſt, I am made like 
Into Thee. Amen. 
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What here follows, was written in a ſevere 
t of Sickneſs, in the midſt of our Troubles, 


99. el 


12 


—ape.y 7 4 e445 


' 
1. 
F 


„ „ — 


—— — A 
Ot > SE ON . 
0 * 2 p my N a 1 ny 


: DOB n * 111 — —— * 
„ = N = >. "= 1 — 

K * 8 * * — 2 5 

rr % ESE - 8232 — "WS * „ CE . 

FT —_ _— Pr 7 4 a 8 4 KP 


2 ma 
3 r * 3 IEP 
* : : , -=Y r 


32 e 
4 add * EE 
< "2 CO pop = 
* 
. 0 9 
2 


116 


The Exemplary. T F E of 


© ſit here a Patient of my God's, while He , 
© gives me Phyſick for my Soul. It work 


* heavily with me, and makes me very ſick Supt 
© butIam ſure will have a good Effet, whild, = 


© I bear it meekly and ſubmiſlively, and hun, 
© ble my ſelf under his Hand, for my Offen. On 
© ces; and this will pleaſe Him as well as if, 
© were now exerciſed in moſt devout and ſubY, t 
lime Contemplations. For my God mill, 
© give me this too another time, for my pF, * 
tient bearing my preſent inability to attaig], 5" 
© to them. Amen. 

oO my God, how gracious art. Thou to me 
© in freeing me, by thy Rod upon me, fron 
« fiaful AﬀeRions, now in this perilous Time 
© that nothing may interpoſe between The 
© and my Soul; when nothing can give n 
© Comfort or Peace, but only leave, humbl 
© to draw nigh to Thee: Let me not thin 
© it hard to ſuffer while Thou ſtrikeſt, for thil,  * 
© Chaſtiſements are Fatherly, and full of End, 18 
© of Love and Mercy. Amen. 

Again, when after ſome ſhort Enjoymen 
of Health, he ſaw Sickneſs making its apf. 0 
proaches; tho? the Proſpect of it dampt hid. **** 
a little, yet he ſoon recovered himſelf, and ex, Sea 
1 Nature's Fears, and his own Deſire 

n the following Meditation. 
© I can't avoid ſome dejection of Mind, Ptiti 

© the Apprehenſions of the Return of my D 
* ſtemper, after ſome reſpite from it. T 
© Thoughts of a meagre, ſickly Look; of 
© melancholy Confinement to my Chambe 


of Drugs and Phylick, and caſting - 


w 2 
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* for new Remedies, and being ſhut up from 
* Buſineſs, and the Duties of my Place, ſtrike 
me with a little Terror. But I thank God, 
it is only in my Body; and thoſe Qualities 
* of Vanity and Worldlineſs, which I have 


ile He 
works 
y fick 
While 
hum 


Offen contracted in this ſpurt of Health, while it 


as iff}. hath been new to me,(my Thoughts being 
ad ſubl apt to be ſtrongly carried away by a new 
d will thing) that theſe Fears affect me. Theſe 
my nll Qualities I eſteem my Burden, and ſtrive a- 
2 gainſt them; and wou'd gladly have them 

* mortify'd, tho? they have a ReluQance to 
' that which wou'd oppoſe them, as the return 
of my Illneſs won d. And therefore, as tis 
from them, that I feel my Shock, in the Ap- 
* prehenſion of Illneſs; ſo it is they that 
* draw back, when I wou'd put my ſelf into 
the Hands of God, and reſign my ſelf to his 
t thin Will. But with my Mind, I entirely ſubmit 
for ti to his Pleaſure : The apprehenſions of be- 
of Boll ing in his Hand, give me a perfect readineſs 
to what He ſhall ordain. I ſee Sickneſs at 
* Hand, and I am troubled: I look a little fur- 
ther, and ſee that it is Thou, Lord, that or- 


to me 
5 fro i 
; Time 
n The 
ive m 
humbl 


oymen 


ot in ders it ſo; and | have ſudden Peace, and a 
124 of great Calm. The Ox knows his Owner, and the 
Deſirel Aſs his Maſter's Crib, and the Hand that 


feeds him. Oh! that I may have the Prom- 
lind. I ptitude of theſe Creatures, and know Thee 
my Owner; and own the Hand that diſpo- 
ſes of me! How happy ſhall 1 then be! O 
* off ay to my Soul, when I am terrified and in 
h ** Pain, as Thou didſt to thy Diſciples; It :s J, 
be not afraid, and my Soul ſhall be at eaſe. 
« | | I 3 But 
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But at another time afterwards, he was ſ 
far from being diſturbed at the ProſpeR of 
Sickneſs; that he made it a matter of Jo 
and Thankfulneſs, as the Meditatioa that hen 
follows will ſhew. 

I bleſs Thee, O my God, that I can rejoice 
© in the Thoughts of this approaching Painf © 


“and Sickneſs, which Thou art preparing ti © thi 


© bring upon me, as what, I hope, will be af © gi 
© effetual Means to cure me of all ſinful Af ri: 
fections, and of loving any thing beſide. Ther th 
© How eaſie will the greateſt Torments off © of 
© Pain be, when I can ſee Thee direQingf © the 
© them to this End, which I have ſo long En 
« ftrove and labour'd after. | © wi 
© Lord, Thou wilt help me to perform th 
© difficult Task which Thou haſt given me 
© And tho? thy helping me give me Pain, ye 
© that Pain to my Body fhall be Eaſe ant 
© Pleaſure to my Mind; for by it, I truſt th: 
© J may come to love thy Glory above al 
© things; and to loveall things only in Thee 
© that my Heart and my Soul may be fillet 
© with Thee; and my Mouth may ſpeak con 
c tinvally thy Praiſe. 
© This coarſe upper Garment, in whic 
© Thou haſt clad me, O my God, (by making 
© my continu'd Indiſpoſition to require it) 
© the Ballaſt of my Soul: I will love it, an 
© hleſs Thee for it: It keeps me from Va 
c nities, from affecting Courtſhip, and ſettir 
© up fora Figure in the World. I will ther 
© fore wrap up my ſelf in it and not def 
eto be free from a neceſſiy of uipg it; b 
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, wear it joyfully, as thy Livery, and as a 

„Badge of my being thy Care. Amen. 
Again, he praiſes God for that which few 

in this World do think a Bleſſing, but to too 


many is one of the moſt afflicting Effects of 


Sickneſs. 


© I praiſe Thee, O my Saviour, (ſays he) for 
* theſe pale Looks, this wan Viſage, and for 
giving me ſuch a Face as is not capable to 
© rival Thee, nor rob Thee of any Heart of 


© thy Servants, which 1 fear the naughtineſs 


© of my own Heart, if Thou didſt give me o- 


© ther Looks, wou'd be apt to abuſe to this 


End: I dare not be ſecure of my ſelf; I 


« willingly accuſe my ſelf to Thee, my Lord, 


and rejoice and bleſs Thee in that Thou doſt 
put it out of my Power to be treacherous 


© to Thee. 


In the ſame Place he purſues his Devotions | 


in the following manner. 

* I praiſe Thee, O my God, for making me 
© thy Care, and for this proof of it, that Thou 
art pleas'd to chaſtiſe me with thy fatherly 
© Rod. Two things | humbly beg of Thee, 
that Thou wouldſt pardon thoſe Sins which 
* provoke Thee to deal with me thus contra- 
* ry to thy gracious Nature, and' that Thou 
* wouldſt ſanRifie thy Rod to me, that it may 
be effectual to remove my Sins, that Thou 
© may*ſt remove it without danger of my Soul's 
© returning to folly. Amen. 

Theſe are ſome of Mr. Bonnell's Meditati- 
ons and Prayers of Sickneſs and Pain; nor 
did his Practice at all fall ſhort of them; for 

I 4 | that 
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that Patience which he ſo earneſtly pray 
for, he enjoy'd in a meaſure beyond the great. 
eſt part, even of good Men. When he has been 
in the greateſt Anguiſh, with two very tor- 
menting Diſtempers, (the Gravel and Colick) 
he wou'd often ſay; Thy Will, O God, thy Wil 


be done with me, and upon me © I have no Will of 


my own, and rejoice in doing thy Will. O what 
Mercies are theſe Sufferings, if they be the Way 
God thinks fit to puniſh my Sins here, in order to 
ſpare me hereafter ! How much greater were 
Saviour's Sufferings upon the Crofe ! Did he in. 
dergo ſuch Agenies for my Sins, and ſhall not | 
chearſully ſubmit to, and embrace whatever God 
ſees fit to lay upon me! With much more to 
the {ame purpoſe in every fit of Pain. When 
any Medicine was given him, he would, after 
begging God's Bleſſing, take it; and then 
wou'd uſually ſay ; Ut rs better than I deſerve; 
T bleſs God for it, and for giving me ſuch Aſſiſt 
ances in this Extremity. Oh ! how many of hit 
better Servants want theſe Comforts! Bleſſed be 
his holy Name for giving them to me. 

Nor was he only patient under Bodily 
Pains, but ſubmiſſive to the Will, and ſatis- 
hed with the Wiſdom of God in every Affait 


of Life, under every Diſappointment, Diff-£' 


culty, and Trouble. He conſider'd that God 


gives us different Talents, different Capacities 
and Employments, and will not proportion 
our Reward to the part he gave us to act, but 
our Faithfulneſs in it. To this purpoſe is the 
following Meditation upon 1 Sam. xxx. 24. 
And it was ſo ſrem that Day fer ward, that kt 


made 


ACities 
ortion 
K, but 
is the 
xX. 24. 


hat be like with thoſe that confront the 
— * 1 
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made it a Statute and an Ordinance for Iſrael 
unto this Day, that as his part is that goeth down 
to the Battle, ſo ſhall his part be that tarrieth by 
the Stuff; they ſhall part alike. 

O Bleſſed Son of David, and Captain of 
© our Salvation, under whoſe Banner thy Ser- 


vants fight, and are thy ſworn Soldiers to 


© their Lives End; when I hear ſome ſay, thy 
& Yoke is eaſie, aud thy Burden light, and they 
© ſeem to ſpeak as they think, becauſe they 
© find not much Difficulties in Life, but run 
© on ina happy and even compoſure of Health, 
© and of Buſineſs proportion'd to their 
strength, freed by their Circumſtances from 
violent Temptations, and by thy Favour in 
«© framing them from ſtrong Paſſions, (tho? I 
© own, and exultingly declare with them, that 
thy Yoke is indeed an eaſie Yoke, and thy 


service perfect freedom, and that the keep- 
ing thy Commandments is its own lnfinitely 


* abundant Reward; yet) I conſider that in 
© Warfare all have not the ſame Poſts of 
£ Hardſhip and Danger. Some confront the 
* Enemies, and ſome muſt ſtay by the Stuff. 


s-! What earthly Commander knows how to 


© ſuit theſe parts exactly to his Men? But 
© Thou, O Lord, doſt it with the higheſt de- 
* gree of Wiſdom, and fitneſs to thy ſeveral 
© Soldiers Strength and Abilities. And becauſe 
Thou giveſt each his Burden, according to 
his Might in niceſt Equity, therefore Thou 
© haſt ordain'd it for a perpetual Law to them, 
that thoſe that tarry by the Stuff, ſhall part a- 
Enemy. 
Both 


1 
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© Both ſhare alike in thy Favour, both enjoy is 
© alike thy Love, and both partake alike in © bl 
thy Glory: Only here is the Difference; * w 
© not who have had the hardeſt Poſts, but who ©* 
© have behaved themſelves faithfully in the * fl 
© Poſts they had, whether hard or eaſie, ſhall] * fr 

J «© be —— by Thee. v ſi 

. cc Such was Mr. Bonnell's Humility, fuch was * ov 

—_ his Meekneſs and Patience ; ny to 

4 theſe, was his Mortification and Self-denial;Þ * ſn 

a Grace, which always proceeds from a meek * or 
and lowly Spirit, I ſhall not here ſpeak of his © in 
Mortification in point of Faſting, and the * fir 
reat Severity of his Life; that muſt be re- * of 
erved for another Place. The Mortification * ag 
here meant, and what Mr. Bonne! conſtantly} * by 
labour'd after, was an unconcern'd Indifference} * in 
to the World; to its Profits and Pleaſures; * te: 
to Honour and Fame; and all the other Idols * tit 
of Mankind, His great Endeavour was, to © bl: 
gain the entire Maſtery of his Will and Aﬀe-ſ * Ge 
Qions; and fo to diſcipline and tame them, W 
that they might not grow Stubborn and Re- * tit 
bellious. In order to this, his uſual Practice © ou 
was, to deny himſelf in ſmall matters, to which] © ler 
he found his Inclinations prompted him, that I © bly 
ſo they might be under his Government inf ga 
greater. This Point he had nicely conſider'd; © thi 
and treats of it in ſeveral Places of his Wri- * In 

_ Tings, with his uſual. Piety and Judgment; a © he: 

will appear from one or two Meditations up- 

on this Subject. 6 ſc 
That denying our ſelves in particular 
and little Inſtances of lawful Enjoy ments, 
2 T 
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© js not ( ſays he) a ſuperſtitious and unprofita- 
© ble Exerciſe, appears from hence, that God, 
who is @ bountiful Rewarder of a Cup of cold 
© Water, gives us good Thoughts for it; which 
+ flow into our Minds, with a ſenſibly more 
© freedom and affectingneſs, upon ſuch Occa- 
+ ſion, than at other times. On the contrary, 
our not complying with ſuch a Hint, when 
© we have a Motion to deny our ſelves in 
* ſmall things; but yielding to our Appetite, 
tor Curioſity, and perhaps palliating our do- 
ing ſo, with ſaying, that t is a Trifle, not 
t fit to make a Sacrifice of to God, deprives us 
© of good Thoughts, and hardens our Minds 
$ againſt them; unleſs we recover our ſelves, 
© by being humbled before God, and fortify- 
ing our Reſolution againſt the next Encoun- 
ter. For though this yielding to our Appe- 
© tite, be not a Sin; yet it has ſuch a Reſem- 
* blance and Image of Sin, that no Lover of 


God, but ought to have an averſion to it. 


What is Sin, but giving way to our Appe- 
tites and Inclinations, againſt the Checks of 
* our Conſcience? The head-ſtrong vio- 
* lence of our Wills, carrying away forci- 
© bly our Powers and Faculties, to act a- 
* gainſt our Reaſon and Underſtanding. And 
© this agrees ſo far with Sin, that it is an 
* Inſtance, though in a leffer degree, of the 
© head-ſtrong unrulineſs of our Will, carry- 
ing us on to act, tho? not againſt our Con- 
© ſciences, becauſe the Matter of it is law ful; 
yet agaiaſt the Counſel of our Reaſon, ex- 


nents, * horting us to exerciſe our ſelves in little 
61 F 
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© Self-denials ; that we may have the better, 
© and more habitual Maſtery over our Appe- 
tites; and be able to watch and reſiſt more 
eaſily the firſt Motions of Sin, in which the 
whole Strength of a Chriſtian lies : For 
who is Maſter of himfelf, without a Mira- 
cle, if theſe are once conſented to ? Where- 
fore the holy Pſalmiſt cries out, after he 
© had pray'd God to cleanſe him from ſecret 
© Sins, of infirmity and ſurpriſe; Keep back 
* thy Servant from preſumptuous Sins; from 
« Sins that flow from an ungovernable Will, 
* againſt the preceding Checks of his Con- 
c ſcience, though in never ſo little Inſtances : 
© For ſhould he at all give way to theſe, his 
< Appetites would gain ſuch Maſtery, and his 
Will be ſochain'd to them, (for Will and 
« Appetite are very near a-kin, we hardly 
© know the Line that bounds and diſtioguiſh- 
eth their Natures; only that Wil is a kind 
© of ſpiritual Appetite, and Appetite a ſort of 
© corporeal Will) that he cou'd not hope to be 
© long innocent and free from the great Offence, 
that finiſhing Sin, which bringeth forth 
Death. 

The Meditation that here follows, is vpon 
the ſame Argument, the Benefit of Self- denial 
in things of leſſer Moment, and that are indit- 
ferent in their own Nature. 

© My Soul, you will be apt to ſay, This is 
© an innocent Deſire; why ſhould I put my ſelf 
© to the Trouble of Thwarting it? Were it un- 
* lawful, I hope I ſhould refuſe it, how much Self- 
© denial ſoever it requir'd. God does not require 

6 us 
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* us to make our Life uneaſie, nor to render his 
© Service irkſome and unpleaſant to us. He 
permits us to indulge our ſelves a modeſt free- 
dom in innocent Things: And it is Superſtition 
© to think, He is pleas'd with the Sacrifice of Tri- 
* fles. But fancy that thou heareſt thy God 
* thus ſpeaking to Thee : My Child, I know 
that this is a great Snare; for it is not the 
Matter thou refuſeſt, that is weighed by me; 
* but the Act of Refuſing: I refuſe not the 
Day of ſmall Things; don't thou deſpiſe 
them. But thou art farther advanc'd, as thou 
* thinkeſt ; and wou'dſt fain leave this Leſſon 
to Beginners. But he that advances, with- 
* out laying a good Foundation, will be again 
to begin. He that begins in the middle of 
* a Book of Mathematicks, becauſe the be- 
* glaning is full of plain and evident Axi- 
* oms and Propoſitions, that ſeem to be ſo 
* eaſte as to be of no uſe, will ſoon find the 
Want of theſe firſt Principles; and be glad, 

© with ſhame, to look back on what he de- 
* ſpis'd before. So likewiſe thou, when 
thou findeſt thy ſelf uncapable to conflict 
* with thy Paſſions, and to command thy 
* Thoughts and Inclinations, wilt then too 
late conſider thy Neglect, in not having 
* train'd thy Mind by degrees to Self-derial. 
* If thou gaineſt not the Victory over thy 
© {elf in ſmall Things, how wilt thou be a- 

ble to do it in greater? Set apart then to 


thy ſelf ſome time; and ſay in this time, I 
© will deny my ſelf in every thing I have a 


Mind to; yet do it calmly, without Super- 
: „ ſtition, 


The Exemplary LIFE of 
© ſtition, without Anxiety. This thou wilt 
think perhaps, at firſt, a ſtrange Task 
© Thy inferior Part will repine, and make 
© many Complatats, and thy Body be ſick; 
© at ſuch ſudden Checks and Contradictions. 
© But mind none of theſe, my Son; ſmile at 
© thy fooliſh ſenſitive Part, for it does not 
© underſtand that this is even for irs eternal 
© Benefit: Ina little Time, this very Denial 
* will grow a Pleaſure, becauſe it will have 
© little of Reluctance in it; and the Pleaſure 


of triumphing over thy own Inclinations, 


© will make the remaining Trouble inſenſible. 
© Then thou may'ſt advance to conſider, what 
© things of Moment thou haſt a mind to; and 
© there apply thy Diſcipline, and teach thy 
© Mind to obey; and in general, take this for 
© a certain Rule, To ſuſpect thy ſelf in whatever 
© Thou haſt a ftrong Inclination to. 

Here's the great Point of Self- Denial, to 
© deny our Thoughts, and turn them from 
Objects to which they incline, to others. 
© Our Actions have ſomething grofs and 
< perceptible in them; but our Thoughts 
are refin'd ; not to be obſerv'> but by nice 
© Application. This is the true Source; get 
the Maſtery of theſe, and you command 
© all the reſt. It is in vain to think to de- 
ny our ſelves in Actions, if we can't do it in 
* Thoughts ; nor to command our Paſſions, if 
©'we can't govern our Thoughts. Paſſion 


© lives in the Thoughts, and the Effect of 
© itis, to engage anddetermine our Thoughts; 
© but if we have an habitual Command of 
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theſe, and us'd our ſelves to deny them; 


to turn and wind them as we pleaſe; we 


ſhall eaſily govern our Paſſions too, and a- 


void any Actions we are prompted to by 
them. Why ſhou'd it then ſeem hard to 
© thee, O my Soul, or a Matter worthy to 
be once nam'd; to deny thy ſelf in trivial 
and indifferent Concerns, that thou may'ſt 


gain the Maſtery of thy Will in greater ? 


{ If thou ſtandeſt in the Preſence of a Prince, 


thou haſt loſt all thy Will in theſe things. 
If thou haſt a mind to ſee any thing particu- 
larly in the Room; yet the Will dies 
as ſoon as born; ſo much does a Prince's 
Preſence awe thee. Is not thy Chamber, O 
my Soul, the Preſence-Chamber of Almigh- 
ty God? (O that thou wert more ſenſible, 
and more worthy of ſuch an Honour!) And 
yet here can thy Will live, ſo much as to 
give thee the leaſt ſhock, when thou de- 
nieſt thy ſelf an indifferent thing thoy haſt 
a mind to, that thou may'ſt with the great- 
er Eaſe and Chearfulneſs give up thy ſelf to 
the Will of God. | 

© Herein appears the admirable Wiſdom 
of God. God ſaw that the Contempt of 


outward things, of the Pleaſures of Senſe, 


of Riches, and Glory, and the like, (which 
are the Baits the Devil lays for us, and 
whereby he drowns many Souls in Perditi- 
on,) was neceſſary for Man, in order to 
his being reſtor'd to Bliſs; what courſe 


therefore did the Divine Wiſdom take to 
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© embitter theſe things to Man; and make 
© their Contraries, that is, Chaſtity, Poverty, 
< Humility, Patience, and the Contempt of 
© the World, pleaſing and eaſie? God him- 
© ſelf came down from Heaven, and taking 
c upon Him the Form of a Servant, did by his 
c own Example make this Medicine, (ſo ne. 
© ceſſary to ſick Men, but withal, ſo bitter 
and loathſome,) become ſo pleaſing and 
«© delightful, that good Men now love Faſt- 
© ing, more than worldly Men do Exceſs; 
© Poverty, more than Riches ; and Mortificati- 
on, more than ſenſual Pleaſyres.: 

But as Mr. Bonnell had noble and exalted 
Thoughts of God, and a flaming Love to his 
Maker and Redeemer ; as he was Meek and 
Lowly, Mortify'd and Patient; ſo theſe Divine 
Graces led him to all neceſſary Acts of Devo 
tion. I ſhall therefore now conſider, How he 
diſcharg'd the Duty of Prayer, both Public 
and Private: How conſtant and devout : 
Gueſt he was at the Lord's Table : How re 
ligiouſly he obſerv'd the Lord's-Day, and thi 
Feaſts and Faſts of the Church. 


. „ As to the Duty of Prayer, it was his con 
1 att or ſtant and daily Work, and "moſt delightfu 
W Ducyef Pray- Entertainment; and he diſcharg d ever 
er. © part of it in ſo exact and regular a Way, thi 


0 his private Devotions were not omitted fo 
the ſake of the Prayers of the Church; no 
did any Conſtancy at the former, make hin 
neglect being daily at theſe. His Pradic 
from his Youth, was to begin the Day wit 
God, and conſecrate to Him his earlie 
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make Thoughts, and in hi he perſever'd all his 
verty Life long: For the firſt thing he did in the 
1Þt of Morning, was repeating Pſalms proper for it, 

him- as the Sixty third, the latter part of the Se- 
akiogN venty third, and others: And all his Dreſſing 
by his and Waſhing time he repeated the 103, 116, 
ſo ne-. and 145th Pſalms. In this part of his Devo- 
bitter tions, it was his Deſire that his Wife ſhou'd 

and bear her part: And when they were over, 
Faſt· ¶ he at large offer'd up his own private Pray- 
xceſs ers in his Cloſet. The Evening he conſecra- 
ificati- ted to God, as well as the Morning. His firſt 
Exerciſe (as ſoon as he cou'd get free from 


xaltedf Company) was repeating the Magnificat, and 
to hi} ſome other Hymns of Praiſe; his Wife in theſe 
ek andi ſt il joining with him, Then he uſually re- 
DivingJ tir'd into his Cloſet, and with great exactneſs 


De vo 


examined the State of his Soul; and by Read- 
ow he 


ing and Meditation, put himſelf into a right 
üblich Temper for Prayer; which was then per- 
out form'd in the fulleſt and devouteſt manner. 
ere And he concluded the Day, in the ſame mau- 
nd th ner that he began it; repeating the Fourth, 
and other} Pſalms, while he undreſs'd: And 


s con when ready to ſtep into Bed, he kneel'd down 
ghtfuf and offer'd vp a ſhort Prayer, and then lay 

ever down in Peace. This was his Practice ſo con- 
„ tha ſtantly, that neither the Coldneſs of the Wea» 


ed fo 
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ther, nor any Bodily Indiſpoſition or Weari- 
neſs, made bim neglect it. Mg * 
But it is from him ſelf, the Reader muſt have 
the cleareſt View of the regular Conftancy of 
his private Devotions: For Writing to a 
Religious Friend, with whom he was very 
d + K intimate, 
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intimate, upon the Subject of private Prayer, 
and the moſt advantageous Way of diſcharg- 
ing that Duty, he thus delivers himſelf. 

© The Firlt and the Laſt of the Day, is to 
© me eſſentially neceſſary; and no other 
Time of the Day, cou'd ſupply the Want 
* of theſe. But I will not ſay ſo of others; 
© ſince the Condition of ſome is ſuch, that 
© they. muſt take other times, or can get none 
at all: Uſe and Cuſtom may make other 
© Times of the Day as uſeful to them. But 
ven! have done with the World, and be- 
fore begin with it, is the Time when my 
Mind is fitteſt for religious Exerciſes; and 
© perhaps you will find my Rule neceſlary 
* for your ſelf; not to let even the Prayers 
© of the Church draw you out, unleſs you 
© baye had time firſt to diſcharge your pri 
vate Duties at large at home. I go out with 
© Pleaſure and Confidence, when I have done 
© this; and publick Prayers are then more 
© pleaſing to me. At Nights I muſt get a lit- 
< tig- more Time, to fit ſtill, or Read and 
Write in, as well as Pray. But ſometimes 
it pleaſes God, to call us to a larger Atten- 
© dance on Himſelf, when he makes the 
© World vile in our Eyes; gives Jus clearer 
© Views of our future Hopes, convinces us of 


the End for which we came into the World, 


and of the only thing neceſſary. Happy are 


we indeed, when He calls us to this, and 
gives us leiſure for it. We may be ſure tis 
© toinvigorate and fortify us for ſome farther 
Work, which He has for us to do; or to 


* bring 
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© bring us to conſecrate our Selves, and all 
© our Powers, more entirely to his Service. 
© 'Tis good to give Way to this Call, and to 
© ſteal what time for it we can; and not 
© ſlightly or eaſily to ſuffer our ſelves to be 
* diverted from it; that we may give way to 
© the Grace of God, to have its perfect Work 
© on our Hearts. But this is not to be look'd 
© upon, as a Courſe to be taken up by us; or 
© any Vows or Reſolutions to be made to keep 
© to it, longer than for the preſent Heat; be- 
© cauſe it is not conſiſtent with our civil Du- 
© ties in Humane Life. The Diſciples were 
© not long permitted to ſtay on Mount Tabor, 
© but they muſt go down againto the Multi- 
© tude that waited for them. ; | 
et us then go bravely on in the Way of 


piety, into which our good God has cad us; 
tand remember that we muſt go up Hill, and 


© down. Hill; ſometimes ſee our Journies 
End, and ſometimes loſe ſight of it:: But 
© while he permits us to fee in our Hearts, a 
deſire to do nothing in this World, but 
: pleaſe Him z and not to live, but that we 
migbt live to Him: Let us comfort our 
ſelves ia his COdneſs, and not be diſturbd 
Hat every Diſæxder; and may bis infinite 
Mercy grant as to grow up in his Fear and 
\ Love, to his Heavenly Kingdom _ 

Here, from his Advice to one of his Friends, 
we may learas hh own Practice; and from the 


Information of thoſe, who had the beſt op- 


E. of knowing the Secrets of his 


eart; I can affirm, that the Fervency and 
| | K 2 Humility 
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' Humility of his Devotions, was anſwerable to 


their Conſtancy. His Poſture, was the moſt 
lowly he cou'd contrive ; he not only kneel'd, 
but frequently lay proftrate upon the Floor, 
and had ſuch ſtrong Emotions in his Soul, as 
often expreſs'd themſelves in a Flood of Tears: 
And as to his Poſture, he not only choſe that, 
which was moſt expreſſive of Humility and 
Reverence; but that which came neareft to 
our Saviour's Example in his Prayer before his 
Paſſion; or as he does in one Place very wel 
expreſs it: I put my ſelf into that Poſture, O my 
moſt gracions Saviour, in which Thou didſt endure 
thy dreadful Agony, of which 1 cannot think 
without Horror, becauſe Thou wert the Son of God 
who ſufferedſt it : And becauſe it was my Sins 
that occaſion'd it. 

tn his Family, he had conftant Prayers eve- 


7 Perry Night, and in the Morning too, when he 
3 In bis Fami- was not hindred by Buſineſs, which call'd him 


early abroad, or brovght Company unſeaſon- 
ably to him; ; a Misfortune which he very 
much regretted, Whenever it befel him. And 
he not only pray'd with his Family, but read 
the Scriptures to them; and a good Portion 
of them at a Time, as his Health and Time 
allow'd. This is the more to be taken notice 
of, becauſe tis a moſt neglected, though moſt 
neceſſary Part of Religions Worſhip ; parti- 
cularly among our Gentry, who, either 


through want of Religion, or Evil Shame, 
have turn'd the Worſhip of God quite out of 
their Families; which is attended with this 
fatal Conſequence, that their Servants, and 
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too often their Children, are train'd up in 
ſuch a ſcandalous Neglect of God and Reli- 
gion, as very often ends in their eternal 
Ruin. | | 

But he did not think it enough to ſerve 


I, as 
ears: 
that, 

and 


Was. 
God id private, and pray with his Family conftene 4 


too; he conſider'd beſides all this, the Duty the Prayers 
and Benefits of attending the publick Service the Church. 
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of the Church; which, during the greater 
part of his Life, he did twice every Day; and 
from which ſeldom any thing kept him but 
want of Health. And when the hurry of his 
Buſineſs hindred him from keeping conſtantly 
to one Church, and Hour of publick Prayer, 
he would uſe all his Art, to get Prayers at 
ſome Church or other, tho? not exactly at the 
Time when he moſt deſir'd them; ſuch diffe- 
rent Notions had he of his Duty, from the 
generality of the World ; who will alledge, 
not only Buſineſs, but Trifles, as an Excuſe 
for their Abſence from the Houſe of God ! 

His Behaviour at our publick Prayers was 
ſo devout and grave, ſo intent and com- 
pos'd, as could not but ſtir up the Affections 
of all, who obſerv'd ir. Talking or Sleeping 
in the Houſe of God, was a great Offence to 
him; and when once Prayers began, he took 
no notice of any about him; and was always 
troubled at thoſe unſeaſonable Salutes, where- 
in too many allow themſelves in time of Di- 
vine Service; condemning that Practice, as 
one of the greateſt Indecencies of our Church. 


K 3 It 


134 


The Exemplary LIE E of 


It has been already obſerv'd,.that when he 
came early to Church; and was ſo happy as 
to get a retir'd Place, he continu'd at his pri- 
vate Devotions till the publick Service be. 
gan, or a very little before: And how he 
employ'd thoſe happy Moments of Privacy 
agd Devotion ia the Houſe of God : The 
following Prayer, mention'd as us'd by him 
ig the Church, before Morning Prayer began, 
will ſhew. 3 

< Behold, O Lord, this Portion of thy Fa- 
© mily, whom in this Place Thou haſt ſo of. 
© ten graciouſly viſited, and favour'd; and 
© who have addicted, and given up themſelves 
© to thy Service ; are here met together, in 
c hehalf of our ſelves, and of the reſt of our 
© happy Number; and of all our Chriſtian 
© Brethren, even thy whole Church. We 
© beſeech Thee to unite our Hearts more and 
© more ia thy Self ; that we may have but one 
Heart, and one Mind, as we have but one 
< Deſign, one Aim and Hope. Let us now 
c welcome each other (with Hearts full of 
© Love and Joy) upto thy Preſence, as we 
© hope one Day to welcome each other into 
© thy Preſence in Glory, Let our Civil Re- 
© ſpeas (before thy Service begins) be ſuch 
© hearty and holy Salutations, as the bleſſed 
© Elizabeth gave to the Mother of our Lord: 
© And may we have leave to ſay to each o- 
© ther, Hail, thou that art favour d of God, 
© the Lord is with thee. Behold we come 
© with united Hearts, to beg of Thee, the 
© confirming of thy Grace and Fayour to us; 
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* we edme to preſent our ſelves before thee, 
© with moſt thankful Acknowledgments for 
thy Mercies received; and to adore Thee, 
who haſt ſo graciouſly viſited us. We come 
© humbly to implore of Thee, Strength a- 
© gajnſt our reſpective Temptations and Dif- 
« ficulties in Life; to beſeech Thee to ſupply 
all our Weakneſſes, to make us happily vi- 
© torious againſt all our Corruptions; and 
more than Conquerors, thro' Thee who haſt lov- 
ted us, But, O our bountiful Lord God! 
© if it be ſuch. Joy to meet thoſe whom we 
© love, now in thy Preſence ; what will it be 
to meet Ten Thouſand glorify'd Spirits, 
each of which we ſhall love infinitely mort 
© in thy Kingdom of Glory, than we can de 
© any Creature here! Glory be to Thee, G 
Lord of Glory and of Love, who haſt gi- 
ven us ſuch preſent Pleaſure in thy Service, 
© and ſuch comfortable Hopes of thoſe Eter- 
nal good things which Thon haſt prepar'd 
for them that love Thee. Amen. | he 
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He had the juſteſt Value, and higheſt Vene- B Eſteem 


ration for that great Repoſitory of true De- for the Litur- 
of our Church; for which, gy of ehe 
not in the leaſt abated, by Church. 


rotion, the Liturgy 
his Regard was 
the. great Fervour of his private Prayers. Fo 

tho his Devotion was very Inteuſe, and full 
df Life and Warmth; yet it was Calm and 
Governable, and confin'd withia the ſtricteſt 
bounds of Sobriety and Reaſon. And ſuch 
a ful Apprehienſions had he, of the Preſence 
af God; ſo cautious was he of uttering any 
thing raſh with His Mouth; before his adora- 
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ble Majeſty; that even his private Prayers 
were a well digeſted Form: From which he 
ſometimes vary d, according to the particular 
Wants and Deſires of his Soul; tho' even 
theſe Variations he uſually put in Writing; 
and to that purpoſe, had his Prayers reduc'd 
to Heads, in ſeveral Columns, with Blanks 
for his Additions and Variations; frequently 
Reviewing and Correcting the whole. But 
for all publick Occaſions, for.Congregations 
gather'd in Churches; he eſtcem'd Forms of 
Prayer not only expedient, but neceſſary, 
And ſuch right Notions had he of the Uſe- 
fulaeſs of them, and of that popular, but mi- 
ſtaken Phraſe, of Praying by the Spirit; that | 
ſhall here give the Reader his Thoughts of 
both. in his own Words, | 

© Perhaps ſome of us have been too zea- 
© lous in crying down this Phraſe, of Praying 
< by the Spirit: Tis certain that all good Men 
© have the Spirit of Chriſt inſpiring them with 
© the Temper of Chriſtianity. This Temper 
© breeds ia them good Deſires; and Nature 
< furaiſhes theſe Deſires with fit and ſuitable 


- ©-Expreſſions. It is the Inſpiring us with theſe 


© holy Deſires, flowing from the Temper of 
© Chriſtianity, which is the peculiar Work of 
* the Spirit of God. Thus the Spirit of God ſpeaks 
6 jn us, and makes Interceſſion for us, with 
# thefe holy Deſires, with which it inſpires us; 
and therefore the Expreſſion may be very 
$ well allow'd, that holy Men ſo inſpir'd do 
+ Pray by the Spirit. But as upon an extraor- 
* digary Qccafion, I ſhould not refyſe to jo 
, > .. —_ 
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with a holy Man in ſuch an Extemporary 
prayer; (God forbid I ſhow'd) ſo for ordi- 


© nary Occaſions, fince the Spirit comesand 
© goes, and the moſt Holy Man has not al- 
ways ſuch immediate Influences from it; 1 


ſhould think, that Prayers compos'd by holy 
© Men, ſet apart for that Work, and deſiring 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit to it, ſhould 
have a greater Portion of his Spirit in them, 
than any other conſtant Extemporary Pray- 
ter. And fora Man's private Uſe, the Oc- 
© caſions of his Soul do ſeldofn ſo much vary, 
but that by degrees, and the conſtant Exer- 
© ciſe of this Duty, he muſt come up to a kind 
© of Form, or Way of expreſſing his Needs, 


in the moſk perfect Manner for himſelf, 
from which there need be very little Varia- 


tion for extraordinary Emergencies. And 
* when all the Parts of it are thus ſettled and 
dadjuſted, his Duty obliges him not to omit 
any of theſe Parts; and this is the conſtant 
* Exerciſe of private Devotion, in which a 


* Man with a good Conſcience can't allow 


{ himſelf to fail. | 

Theſe were his Sentiments of the Uſeful- 
neſs of Forms of Prayer, confirm'd by his con- 
ſtantly attending our Church's Service, and 
by his Practice in Private; tho* at the ſame 
time, he cou'd not allow himſelf to be Severe 
in his Cenſures of thoſe who made choice of 
another Way of Worſhip, when he beliey'd 
Conſcience was their Motive. Railing Ac- 


caſations never came out of his Month a- 
painſt any; They were too contrary to the 
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Example of his Great Maſter, and that Humi- 
lity fand Meekneſs which ſhin'd in his Life, 
and appear'd in his Words, and all his Acti- 
ons. He honour'd true Piety wherever he 
ſaw it; and loy'd thoſe, who he believ'd, 
ſetv'd God ſincerely; tho? their Way of Wor- 
ſhip differ'd from his own. None conſider'd 
more the Power of Cuſtom and Education; 
and the Difficulty of reliſhing Modes of Wor- 
ſhip we are Strangers to, till Practice remove 
our Prejudices, and Obſervation and Experi- 
ence reconcile us to them. To this purpoſe, 
he expreſſes himſelfia the following Medita- 
tion. 

Lord, we bleſs Thee for the free Liber- 
© ty of Worſhipping Thee in the Way in 
© which we have been brought up; in the 
Way, in which we have partaken of thy 
© Grace, and receiv'd thy Spirit. It is not 
© in our Power to reconcile our ſelves to a- 
< ny Way of Worſhip (tho? we thought it 
< lawful) at our Pleaſures. The Grace of 
< Devotion is eaſily check'd and ſtopp'd ; and 
© little Informalities have a great Influence 
< and Effect upon the ſpiritual Part of our 
© Minds, by which Devotion is exercis'd: 
c Vet if the Liberty of Worſhipping God in 
© the Way Iam us d to, be taken from me, and 
< another afforded me, which I am not usd 
© to, and judge. lawful, I will endeavour as 
© faſt as I can, to acquaint my Mind with that 
c Way; and in Time, I doubt not, but God 
< will enable me to receive Benefit by it. It 
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is unreaſonable for us to expect, that thoſe 
who make a Conſcience of Serving God 
© with Devotion, but are Strangers to our 
© Methods, ſhould immediately change their 
Way of Worſhip, and heartily cloſe with 
© ours, tho” hetter in it ſelf, and they were 
« ſztisfy*d that there were nothing unlawful 
(in it. Time and Pains muſt work that hap» | 
' py Change. | | 1 
In his Devotions, both Publick and Private, = 
he avoided every thing that had the leaſt Ap» 
pearance of Affectation, or might any way 
miniſter to Vanity; all violent Motions of 
the Body, and unnatural Modulations of the 
Voice. His Behaviour was Grave and Sim- 
ple, Natural and very Plain. And though 
never Man was leſs apt to entertain hard 
houghts of others, yet he could not but ſu- 
ſpet thoſe who were very noiſie in their 
ayers, who affected ſtrange Geſtures of Bo- 
, and a forc'd Tone of Voice. And J believe 
the Reader will excuſe me for delivering his 
udgment of the trae and falſe Signs of Devo» 
jon in his o rds: He will find it ſo 
uſt needs be very ſatis- 
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rational and glear, as 
Im. | i; 
miſtake our ſelves oft-times in Signs The true and 
of Devotion; outward Actions of the Bo- falſe Signs of 
dy may be Signs of Devotion; but we are Devotion. 
to judge aright of them, and give them 
their due Weight. Devotion is to the Soul, 
what Blood is to the Body, which is the 
Life of it: Now the beſt State of the Body 
is, when the Blood moves regularly and 

| . « evenly 
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«© evenly in it; ſo as for us to be leaſt ſenſible, 
© that we have ſuch a thing as moving Blood 
* within us; which is, when it is in its natu- 
© ral Condition, and we are in firm Health, 
We don't think we have moſt Life whey 
© we have convulſive and extraordinary Mo- 
tions in our Bodies; theſe things proceed 
not from the free moving of the Blood, but 
© from the Stoppage of the Blood and Spirits; 
© from which Nature endeavouring to ſet it 
© ſelf free, excites thoſe violent Motions in 
© the Body. Theſe are not Signs of Health 
© but of Sickneſs. In reſpect of our Souls, the And 
© beſt State is, when our Minds in our Devo 
© tions have a compos d and gracious Inter hard] 
© courſe with God, in ſuch Intentneſs, and re 
© colletedneſs of Thought, that we are hard 
© ly ſenſible our ſelves, that we are at ou 
© Devotions. Thus it is when we are in fin ode 
© Health of Mind, our Conſcience right be 
fore God, and our Affections ſanctiffe of ni, 
© and free from incumbrances. It is Wbe ben th 
© we come ſhort of theſe in any reſpect, th 5 
© our Devotion becomes tumultuary, an( ond 
© ſhews it ſelf in outward figns : Bodily Me 
© tions proceed only from the Convulſion 
© of our Devotions, and are ſigns of Ol. | G 
< ſtructions in them, not of their free Pa 
© ſage. The Conflict that ariſes between ou T7 7 
© Fleſh and our Spirit, begets thoſe odd Symp S 


© toms. It is when we find it diflicult to ral dildo 
© yp our Minds to God, hard to keep o decauf 


Thoughts intent and recollected, as V 


* would have them; that we beat our Breaſt 
k vi 
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that we caſt up our Eyes, that, we{move our 
Hands. They are ſigns at beſt, not that we 


Jatl-W* are Devout, but that we wou'd be ſo. Eve- 

alth, ry ſudden Motion of the Head, or Hand, or 

— « Eye, is not a ſign of an orderly, but of a 
0- 


convulfive Devotion; and is the Effect of 


ceedſſ a troubled and diſcompos'd State of Mind. 
bu Not that theſe are always to be cenſur'd : 
ri Sach Troubles are many times our Unhap- 
ſet i pineſs, not our Sin. Thus perhaps it was, 
us u with Hannah, when ſhe pray d unto the Lord 
ealth, in the bitterneſs of her Soul, 1 Sam. i. 10. 
15,0 And Eli obſerving her outward Geſtures, 
De vo particularly the Motion of her Lips, thought 
oy" hardly of her. Our Bleſſed Lord,when he 


oſſer d up his laſt publick Prayer to his Fa- 
ther, the perpetual and moſt gracious Le- 
racy of his Love to his Church, and the 
Model of his continual Interceſſion in Hea- 
ven for us; began it with a fixt lifting up 
of his Eyes to Heaven. When Jeſus had ſpo- 
ken theſe things, he liſted up his Eyes to Heaven, 
and ſaid. Joh. xvit. 1. This cannot be rec- 
kon'd of the ſort we are ſpeaking of; for it 
was only a compos'd ſetting of his Eyes in 
one Poſture. if bis proſtrating himſelf on 
the Ground in his great Agony, be offer'd. 
23 an Inſtance of the other ſort, and it be ar- 
gued from thence, that ſuch violent Moti- 
ons of the Body are not Arguments of a 
diſcompos'd or more imperfe& Devotion, 
becauſe our Lord's Devotion cannot at a- 
ny time be ſuppos'd imperfect: It is not 
neceſſary to ſay any thing to it only tilt, 

' at 
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© that: ſuch diſcompos'd or. imperfe& Dero 
tion, as cou'd be. without Sin, may be ſafely 
* apply'd to our Saviour, in reſpect to hi. poe 
Humane Nature; but in reſpect of us, iti 
certain that ſuch Trouble or DiſtraRion aff, thei 
our bleſſed Saviour underwent, at that 
© time, wou'd neceſſarily make our Devotior 
more imperfe&; though not neceſſarily les 
prevalent with God, when we offer. unte 
Him the beſt Service that we can in the 
* Anguiſh of our Spirits. 

© What has been ſaid of Bodily Motions, ii 
© to be. ſaid alſo. of the Tone of our Voice i 
© Prayer. The vehement Earneſtneſs of thi; 
© is not always a ſign of the Intentneſs of ou 
© Thoughts, or Devotion of our Minds; by 
rather the contrary: A modeſt even ſtam emed 
© Voice, with a chearful Accent, or Modulaſſh, 

tion of our Words, is the natural Expreſſ erde 4 
on of a devout Spirit; much leſs can 1 loo, T 
upon that Voice to have any part in Devotii;. 
on, which runs all in one Tone of a-melan 
choly Dejectedneſs. (I will not call it v 
© ning, becauſe prophane Men, who are re: 
© dy to Scoff at all Religion, have made thi 
© Word too light:) But 'tis:. certain, th 
© Thoughts. of the praying Perſag may be 
© the other End of the World, confiſtent! 
© enough with ſuch a Tane; ſo little necel 
© ſary connexion is there between it and tu 
* Devotion. The Mind of ſuch a. Per ſon pet 
© haps has been Devout, and he is melanchol 
that he is not ſo ſtill ; but. vawilliog, to | 
+ at pains enough to make himſel * 
5 | « ther 
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t there be? any; that take up ſacha Tone 


e ro. purely out of Hypocriſie, I ſhou'd be loth 
afe]y to paſs ſo hard a Cenſure upon them as the 
» hi poet does; unleſs they manifeſtly diſcover 
it preat contrariety to their Devotions, in 


ON 4 


h their Lives and Practices. 
that ; 


otionlo,;ſguis fte ſub Demone prodit, 

y ede mihi, multum Demonis intus Haber. 
unte 

n the 


That great Infirmity of Humane Nature, 
With which the beſt Men are frequently di- 
MS, orb'd, Unattention, and wandring Thoughts in 
ice VF ayer, Mr. Bonnell had very well con derd; 
f thief: himſelf not being entirely free from it. It 
what he often complains of with great Paſ- 
5 buen, and for which he preſcribes the propereſt 
ira Vemedies. His Meditations upon wandring 

agb, in Prayer, are too many to be here 
prev Wiſerted ; yet a few of them I can't paſs o- 
\ 1 1008. They ſhew a Mind ſo deeply affected 
roh the Senſe of its Imperfections; ſo deſi- 
meta to have its Burdens remov'd; yet ſq pas 
it ulla and ſubmiſfive under them; that, they 
re feat need make due Impreſſſons on every 
de ti wut Reader. His Com- 
in, UW Lord, (fays he in one Place) it is but a plaines of le- 
de e Hours ago, that | was triumphing in ing diſturb'd 
ſtent) hy Favour; and in the bleſſed Liberty with wan- 
e nece chou gaveſt me of attending upon Thee. dringeboughts 
and bet have I done ſince, to make my ſelf % g N. 
ſon pet miſerable, and 1ofe all, this Privilege 35 
ancho! it from being 1 to a whole Prayer, reſcribes for 
pi can now ſcarce attend t 


ther 6 ourely 9. 
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© Surely watching unta Prayer, conſiſts in care. 
+ fully avoiding all thoſe things that have too 
© ſtrong an influence on our Minds and Affe. 
* ions, and ate apt too forcibly to take up 
© and engage our Thoughts. But there is no 
© watching againſt Bodily Diſorders, which 
© God thinks fit to ſend upon us, (O thi 
© they may beall in Mercy!) and which make 
© every Trifle harraſs our Thoughts, as mucl 
© as an important Affair. 

© Pity me, O God of all Pity, who putteſ 
© Pity into the Hearts of Men towards on 
© another; and who yetare influenc'd by 
© by ſlender Drops of thy overflowing Oceal 
© of Goodneſs. Fain wou'd my Heart com 
© before Thee; fain wou'd my Thoughts al 
© 'cend to Thee, and ſtay themſelves upo 
© Thee: But like Feathers thrown up into th 
Air, a croſs Wind of earthly DiſtraQior 
© comes and hurries them away, and ſc 
© ters them over all the Earth. If there 
© Pain in Life, ſurely it is to deſire to ſer! 
© Thee, and not to be able. But the Deli 
« ſhall certainly prevail at laſt; for Thou 
© in the Deſire, but the Inability is not fro 
„„ | 
Again, in another Place he thus exprell 
_— x, ne 

© It ſeems an intolerable Burden to me, 
© be thus diſtracted in my Devotions 
© worldly things, and makes me impatic 
_ © till 1 may get mote, out of the Way 
them, by changing my. Employment 
Station in the World, Yet the Thou 
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of this it ſelf is dampt, when I conſider. 


theſe two Things: Firſt, That Bodily In- 
diſpoſitions may make my Head as unfit to 
attend on holy Things, in the midſt of the 
greateſt Leiſure, and moſt ſacred Employ- 
ment, as worldly Buſineſs does now; and 
that even then, Charity will oblige me to 
deſcend to the worldly Matters of my 
Friends: Orphans, Widows, and diſtreſs'd 
Perſons muſt be aſſiſted and reliev'd. Se- 
condly, What ſhall become of the reſt of 
Mankind ; of my Chriſtian Brethren, who 
remain under the ſame Circumſtances tn 
which I am now; and from which they 


can't get free, though perhaps I may ? Muſt 


not they go to Heaven, nor have comfort 
on Earth in the Worſhip and Service of 
God? God forbid! Why then ſhould not 
be content to hear my Burden in Life as 
well as they; and ſtruggle with Difficulties 


in common with them? This is not the 


Place of our Enjoyment, but of our War- 
fire; therefore 1 will humbly prepare my 
ſelf ro the Combat, O my God : And when 
thou ſeeſt me ready to go on to fight, in O- 
bedience to thy Pleaſure ; Thou wilt order 
for me what Thou knoweſt for the Good 
and Comfort of my Soul. 

Thus you ſee that all Mr Bonnel's Advances 


in the Divine Life, did not raiſe him above 
the Infirmities of Humanity, and the Incum- 
brances of Fleſh and Bloed. And this is mat- 
ter of great Peace to the pious but weak Chri- 
ſt ian, who labours under the ſame Difficul- 
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ties, and is apt to be too much dejected when 
aſſaulted by vain and worldly Thoughts in 
Prayer. For theſe are Trials which will ex- 
erciſe the Faith and Patience of the greateſt 
Favourites of God; and from which only 
Heaven will entirely ſet us free. But then if 
we would have Peace of Mind under theſe 
Diſturbances, we muſt not only Pray againſt 
them with Mr. Bonnell's Zeal, but endeavour 
as he did, to prevent or remove them. And 
ſome of the Remedies which he preſcribes for 
this Diſeaſe, are theſe that follow. 

© The happieſt Means of gaining Recolle- 
© ion when we Pray, is to have nothing 
© to do but to Pray. Itis ſo hard to com- 
© poſe our Thoughts, which are apt to fly 
© after every Trifle; and to find innumera- 
© ble Things to take them off from their 
© Duty; that we muſt go to work by Art, 
© and deal with them as we do with irratio- 
© nal Creatures ; ſome of which (as Hawks 
© and Horſes) we Hood-wink, when we 
© wou'd keep them intent on particular Mat- 
© ters. We muſt ſhut all other Buſineſſes out 
from our Minds at that time. We muſt 


© neither have any thing to do our ſelves, nor 


© expoſe our ſelves to be diſturb'd by others. 
We muſt not only enter into our Cloſets, 
© but ſhut our Doors about us. The great 
Art to attain this Happineſs lies in ſaying, 
© I have nothing to do this half Hour, but to wait 
© on my God. For if we determine our ſelves 
© no time, but are in haſt to do ſomething 


* elſe, as ſoon as we haye done our Prayers, 
| wit 


James Bonnell E/q; 
dit is a great Hazard if ever we are recol- 
' lected. This is ſpoken of the orderlyCourſe 
' of our Dovotions, when we have nothing a- 
' miſs in our Bodies or Minds. But if either 
Care, Trouble, or Indiſpoſition, diſtract our 
Thoughts, and make them apt to ramble 
from our Duty, there will be more Pains 
' ſtill requiſite : It is not enough to ſet our 
' ſelves a certain Time, but we muſt lay aſide 
ſo much at large, as will be neceſſary to re- 


cite our Devotions attentively. If when your 


Mind is in a good Frame, a Quarter of an 
Hour is ſufficient for this; you are not to 
think much, if now yoh can be able to do 
it in a whole Hour. That is, if you can 
' recite your Devotions ſo in an Hour, as to 
be able to attend to each Article of them. 
For taking i» the large Intervals, in which 
(in ſuch a Caſe) your Thoughts will be quite 
' loſt, and roving far away from the Matter 
they are about, and in which time you pro- 
ceed nothing at all in your Devotions ; and 

that many times you will be forc'd to re- 

peat that ſame Sentence over and over a- 

gain, before you will be able to acquit your 

ſelf of your Duty, and attend to what you 

lay: Thrice your uſual Time, or more, 

may well be ſuppos'd to be ſpent ; and tis 

well if you come off ſo. From which we 

ſee, that Patience is a Virtue as neceſſary 
ſometimes in Devotion as in Afflictions; 

and the Want of Patience, does as often 

make our Deyotions defective, as the want 

of Recollection. | 
L 2 A: 
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Another Rule to prevent Diſtractions u T 
< Prayer, is to give no way to vain Amuſe. © thi 
© ments out of it. By vain Amuſements, I not 
© mean, thinking of Things that never will © it | 
© be, or perhaps never can be; meer Chimera: ! 
© It is a good Maſtery of our Thoughts, to fer 
© be able to reject theſe immediately, as ſoon © {ev 
© as we reflect that our Minds are buſied 2. © thc 
© bout them: For perhaps, our Minds ma me 
© be pot a good way in them before we tale * pu! 
© notice of it. Tis enough then, when wel] ane 
find it, to caſt them out, and ſay, Away wii is 


© this vain Amuſement : To what purpoſe thi Dr 
Chimera? My do Tl ſpend Time and Thought © ou 
about it, who have ſo many neceſſary Things i ſot 
© take up both? 6 ral 
Again, in another Place, he adviſes thus. I che 
© If thou art troubled with UnattentivencſM ſel 
© and wandring Thoughts in Prayer; confi © vio 
© der whence they ſpring, and that will di ſcovei tre 
© what they are. If they are ſuch, as depend * juſl 
upon any Affection, or Paſſion in thy Heart as! 
© which is not yet mortify'd as it ſhou'd beY M- 
* Then, believe me, they are unclean Birds rer 
© and pollute thy Sacrifice. If they ſpring © fo 
* from any thing that is thy Burden, and * Hc 
© which thou laboureſt to ſuhdue; tis ſtill * nit 
© little better. Be not diſcourag'd, call 80 
them from thee calmly, beg Pardon, ai] © im 
© purſue thy Duty. If they be the Thought Str 
© of Buſineſs, in which thy Afſections are no] © Co 
* concern'd, only that thou art unhappil} mi 
* engag d in an over-multiplicity of Afﬀair} in 


* rid thy Hands by degrees, as faſt as tho 
$2 RN « Cali 
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canſt, that the Waters may ſettle, and thy 
Thoughts be free to wait upon God. Fer 
«© this Diverſion from his Service is evil, but 
not to be help'd till the Buſineſs that feeds 
it be withdrawn. 

<* Laſtly, If the Thoughts be only of indif- 
© ferent, Matters and Trifles, wandring on 
« ſeveral Thiags without coherence, to which 
thou haſt neither Affection nor Engage- 
© ment: Rouze up and awaken thy ſelf; 
put thy Heart into the Preſence of God, 
and lie naked before his Majeſty. For this 
* 1s the Sleepineſs of the Head, and the 
© Drowlineſs of the Senſes. For as in Sleep, 
© our Thoughts run incoherently to and fro; 
© ſo this is a degree of Sleep, and thy Thoughts 
£ ramble proportionably to this degree: But 
© check them, awaken them, and bemoanthy 
© ſelf, and ſay; Pardon, O Lord, the Beha- 
© viour of thy Servant, ſo unſuitable to thy 
© tremendous Majeſty. Thy holy Angels may 
« juſtly have Indignationagaiaſt ſuch a Wretch 
* as lam, that preſume to treat the adorable 
* Majeſty of their Lord with ſo little Reve- 
© rence and Reſpect: While they, who are 
ſo much above me, ſo high in Eminency and 
Honour, yet pay thy infinite Majeſty infi- 
* nitely more awful Homage. Ah! poor 


Soul, what Advantages doſt thou loſe of 


improving thy Soul in Grace! What 
Strength, what ſpiritual Knowledge, what 
* Comfort, what Humility, what Divine Love 
* mighteſt thou have acquired by dwelling 
in the Preſence-of God, and ſitting at his 

L 3 Feet, 
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© Feet in this Time; which thou haſt perfect. 
© Iy loſt in Vanity and Dreaming? Aſſiſt me, 
© O my God, to conquer this Evil alſo, and 
then my Soul ſhall be happy in converſing 
© with Thee. 

| THhall conclude the Account of his Devo. 
tions, with a Copy of his private Prayers, 
which I find among his Papers, which will 
give the Reader a clearer View of Mr. Bon- 
nels Piety, than any thing I am able to ſay of 
it, and which I hope many devout Chriſtians 
will offer up to God with great Comfort in 
their Retirements. 


rn 


in ompos'd a- & Lord my God, Heavenly Father ! Ma- 
out the Tea e 


ker of all Things; judge of all Men, 
© moſt worthy Judge Eternal; Thou arta 
© Righteous Judge, ſtrong and patient, and 
© Thou art provoked every Day; and that 
© by my wretchedneſs. I have finned, what 
c ſhall I do vnto Thee, O Thou preſerver of 
© Men? God be merciful to me a Sinner; 
© Mercy, mercy, O my God, in and through 
© thy dear Son: Accept of that full, per- 
c fect, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation, and 
Satisfaction, which he hath offer'd upon 
* the Croſs, not only for my Sins, but for 
© the Sins of the World, on my behalf, and 
© of thy infinite Mercies make me partaker 
of it. O my moſt gracions Saviour, vouch- 


© ſafe yet to own me before thy Father for 


* Thine, and obtain for me Pardon and For- 
| © givenels 
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«© piveneſs for all my Sins. Accept of me, O 
© moſt merciful Father in Him thy beloved 
© Son, as Thou haſt enabled me humbly to of- 
fer up my ſelf to Thee through Him; and 
grant me Grace to ſerve Thee faithfully, ſin- 
« cerely, uprightly, heartily, all my Days. 
© Fill, O fill my Soul with zeal for thy Glo- 
* ry, and with longings for the Coming of thy 
* Kingdom, that Thou, O moſt gracious 
© Lord Jeſn, may'ſt ſee abundantly of thy 
Seed, and of the Travail of thy Soul, and 
* be comforted over all the Trouble and Sor- 
* row which thou haſt endur'd for our ſakes, 
in bringing forth Salvation to the World 
* that Thou may'ſt be exalted in the Hearts 
* of Men, and that the Kingdom of Sin and 
© Satan may be done away. Encreaſe the 
© Number of thy own Servants, ſtrengthen 
© their Graces, be glorify'd in them, and let 
© their Hearts ever rejoice in Thee. Fill 
© my Soul with ſuch a deep Senſe of thy won 
© derful Love to us, and of thy bitter Suf- 
© ferings for us, as may provoke me, for thy 
« ſake, to love thoſe Souls whom Thou haſt 
© ſo tenderly lov'd, and fo dearly bought 
* and to endeavour to ſpend and be ſpent 
for them. | | 
Lord, have mercy upon us ia theſe ſin- 
© ful Nations: Spare us, good Lord, we 
+ have grievouſly ſinned: Righteous are 
* thy Judgments which Thou haſt brought 
upon us; pardon our crying Sins, which 
* have provok'd them; pardon our unre- 
| 9 « formed 
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formedneſs under them. Pardon, merciful- 
ly pardon the unſuitable Returns we have 
made to thy wonderful Mercies. Be en- 
treated for us, good Lord. Be glorified, 
ifit be thy gracions Will, by our Reforma- 
tion, and not by our Deſtruction. Turn 
all our Hearts to Thee, from the higheſt 
to the loweſt. Turn Thou us, and ſo ſhall 
we be turned; ſend forth a Spirit of Re- 
formation into the midſt of us, and make 
us a holy People. Stir up the Hearts of 
thy Servants whom Thou haſt ſet over us, 
that they may be zealous and happy la- 
ſtruments in thy Hand of Promoting this 
good Work, and may be bleſſed in their 
Deed. Grant ys Princes to Rule in 
Righteouſneſs, and Paſtors after thy own 
Heart. Send forth painful Labourers in- 
to thy Church, and bleſs all that wait 
at thy holy Altar with Soundneſs of 
Doctrine and Piety, and exemplari- 
neſs of Life and Converſation, parti- 
cularly thoſe for whom I am bound ta 


pray. Grant that they may glorifie Thee 


on Earth, and be glorified with Thee ig 
Heaven. 

© Comfort, I implore, all thy poor Ser- 
vants that ſuffer for the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience; viſit them, O gracions 
Lord, in all their Priſons, their Dunge- 
ons, their Gallies, their Baniſhments, their 
Diſtreſſes. Thou knoweſt them, Thou 
ſeeſt them under all: O ſtay their Souls 


t ypon Thee, and let their Lives be pre- 
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cious in thy Sight, and their Deaths right 
dear. Supply abundantly to all their Souls 
the want of thy holy Ordinances, fo richly 
vouchſafed to us, and in thy goed Time de- 
liver them, as Thou haſt ſo wonderfully 
and graciouſly deliver'd us. O that our 
whole Souls may rejoice in Thee, and bleſs 
Thee for theſe thy wonderful Mercies to us; 
O make us faithful to Thee in all our holy 

Vows and Egagements, | 
© Vouchſafe to bleſs thy Servants [ my 
iter and her Husband J with the fear of 
thy holy Name, and with Grace to bring 
vp their Children in thy Fear; O that they 
and theirs may be Thine. Bleſs all my near 
Relations and dear Friends, make them 
thy Servants. Bleſs and reward all my 
gene factors; bleſs all whom I have injur'd 
by Word or Deed, in Soul, Body, Goods, 
or good Name. Of thy infinite Mercy par- 
con theſe my Sins, and remove the evil 
Effects and Influences of my Sins, whereſo- 
ever they have reach'd. Reward a hun- 
dred fold iato the Boſom of all that offer 
up, or have offer'd up Prayers unto thy 
Majeſty ia my behalf ; bleſs them, good 
Lord, and all that belong to them, 
ge gracious to all of us, whom Thou haſt 
admitted at any time together to thy ho- 
ly Table; ſtrengthen our Hearts, O moſt 
gracious Lord Jeſus,in thy Ways; ſtrengrth- 
en us againſt all and each of our /Tempta- 
tions and Difficulties in Life, and make us 
more than Conquerors in thy: Love. ? * 
the 
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© the Thoughts of thy wonderful Love be: 
© yer {ſweet to our Souls, and to my Sou 
© and let us love to meditate thy bitter $1 
* ferings. [LO fit and prepare our Hearts,who 
©* Thou doſt now invite to feaſt with Thee, 
© this holy Time approaching, that our Hear 
© may burn within us, while Thou art pleas 
© to converſe with us, that Thou may} the 
© wvouchſafe to be known to us in Breaking « 
© Bread.) O let us not be of the Worl( 
© as Thou wert not of it; keep us from thi me 
© Evil of it, till Thou ſhalt bring us to th wh 
© ſelf in Peace. | and 
O my Father, O my God, I am in tiff my 
* Hand, and rejoice above all things in bei rab 
ſo; do with me what ſeems good in ti bri 
© Sight; only grant me Pardon for thoſe $i for 
© which continually provoke thy Rod, ani] ane 
© ſantife every ſtroke of it to me; make! 
© effetual to wean my Heart from th 
© World, and from all ſinful Affections, ant 
© root out the Remains of my ſinfully conf, 
© tracted Habits, that I may be pure an bie 
holy before Thee, and unreproveable i thy 
« thy Sight. 
O be gracious to all thy poor Servant dea 
© that are in Miſery and diſtreſs of Mint 
© Body, or Eſtate, all that lye on the Be 
© of Sickneſs, all that want the Comfort 
© that I enjoy: Eaſe them, gracious Lot 
© and relieve them, give them Patience u Boſ 


© der thy Hand, - ſubmiſſion to thy Wi ' thy 
© and a happy Iſſue, in thy good Tim For) 
r 


© out of all their Afflictions; and give n 
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> hee * Heart to aſſiſt and relieve them accord- 
y Soi ing to the Abilities Thou giveſt me, as a 
er du * faithful Steward of thoſe good Things 
uh * haſt entruſted me with for their 
bee uſe. 
e © grant me a thankful Heart for all thy 
ple Mercies; for thy infinite Goodneſs in ma- 
fi th king me thy own Handy-work, and giving 
ling me a Being capable to love Thee! For 
Word all thy Fatherly Tenderneſs to me, Care of 
»m thi me, and gracious Dealings with me in my 
to tl whole Life. For thy wonderful Patience 
| and Forbearance in not cutting me off in 
in tie my Sins, but exerciſing me with thy ado- 
1 bein © rable gracious Providences, to awaken and 
in thil bring off my Soul from Sin and Folly ; 
ſe s © for delivering me out of all my Dangers, 
d, aff} and from all my Fears and Terrors: For 
make i making me thy Care hitherto, and giv- 
\m th ing me the comfortable Hopes that Thou 
is, a doſt and wilt continue me ſo: For cal- 
ly co ling me to rejoice before Thee, for ma- 
re ul kieg me to fit as an acceptable Gueſt at 
ble ii thy Table, treating me as a reconciled 
Friend, giving me the Sacrifice of thy 
dear Son, whom my Sins had ſlain, in 
Token of thy perfect Reconcilement to 
eme, and paſſing by all my Unworthi- 
\mfore}* neſs. For loving us, and that ſo, as to 
Lord give Him, the Son of Love, out of thy 
nce ul Boſom for our Redemption, For finding 
Wild thy Selt a Ranſome for us, which we 
Timd could not have thought of, which we 
ive n * dar'd not to have ask'd.. For that thy 
fin- 
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© inconceivable Love, O moſt graciou; 
Lord Jeſu, Lamb of God, Son of the ſo 
© Father, who takeſt away the Sins of the to 
6 World, which Thou haſt born, and doſt . thy 
© bear to us; which brought Thee from Sor 
© thy Father's Glory to viſit us, to take up- „ 
© on Thee our Nature, to become miſerable an- 
© with us, and to humble thy ſelf to the in 
© loweſt Condition of Men: For all theW* of 
* Good which Thou haſt done, and the EH Ar; 
vil which Thou haſt ſuffered for us in thy * ring 
© Body and in thy Soul. For all that bitter 
© Pain, and Shame, aud Sorrow of thy Sov 
© unto Death: For the Agony and Blooc 
Sweat, and Terrors and Dereliction of 
thy Father, which Thou haſt endured fe 
© and from my Sins, in making Atonement 
£ for them to thy Father's Wrath, whic 
© they had provoked, (O that I may add nt 
more to this fad Weight, but may be faith 
© ful to thy Love for ever.) For tholM* ſel 
© tender Expreſſions of thy Love vouchſ tha 
* ſated to thy Servants and Followers, q goc 
c ſhew us how much Thou loveſt Mankind to! 
© and to provoke our Hearts to Love Thee 
< the tendereſt of Lovers. For thoſe com 
© forting and encouraging Words to then 
c while thy Soul ſo much needed to 
£ comforted. For thoſe kind 1nvitatiot 
to us to pray unto Thee, aad ia thy Name 
for praying for us upon Earth, inter 8 
5 ding for us continually in Heaven. F pra 
< promiſing to viſit us, and to comfort Ot 
* with thy Spirit, and fulfilling thy Woch oth 
J Fea 
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* ſo graciouſly to thy Servants. For promiſing; 
© to prepare Places for us, and to take us to 
thy Self; O fit us for thy Self, and let our 
© Souls long to be with Thee. 

For granting me to be born in thy Church 
and of Religious Parents; for waſhing me 
© in thy Baptiſm, making me a lively Member 
© of thy Body, and inſtructing me in thy Do- 
ctrine of Truth and Holineſs. For permit- 
ting me to love Thee; for bringing me to 
thy Table, and making me rejoice before 
* Thee: For pardoning my Sins, and ſaying 
that Thou art the Propitiation for them, 
and preſentin me to thy Father reconci- 
ed in thy ſelf. For feeding my Soul with 
thy precious Body and Blood, giving me 
* thoſe Pledges of thy Love, and aſſured Con- 
* veyances of Grace, and Strength, and Com- 
fort, and immortal Happineſs with thy 
* ſelf. For ſaying to my Soul ſo graciouſly, 
that Thou woud'ſt not have given me theſe. 
good Things if Thou wert not reconciled, 
to me, that Thou art my Saviour, and wilt 
be my Saviour for ever, and that this thy 
precious Blood ſhall ſave me from the Ter- 
' rors. of the great Day. O pardon my 
* unworthineſs of theſe thy ineſtimable 
Foggy and pardon my Sins agaiaft thy 
Love. ä 

S8anctiſie the Friendſhip which Thou haſt 
granted me with [theſe] thy Servants; 
O that our Prayers may be heard for each 
* other, while our Hearts are united in thy 
Fear and Love, and graciouſly ynite them 

more 


The Exemplary LIFE of 

© moreand more ſo. Strengthen the Hearts 
© of us thy Servants againſt all our Corrupti- 
© ons and Temptations, enable us to con- 
« ſecrate our ſelves faithfully and entirely 
© to thy Service, grant that we may pro- 
© yoke each other to loye and ſerve Thee, 
© and grow up together hefore Thee in thy 
© Fear and Love, to thy Heavenly Kingdom; 
© and by thy infinite Mercies vouchſafe to 
© bring us to rejoice together before Thee 
© for ever. 

© Ont of thy Fulneſs, O moſt gracions 
Lord Jeſy, let me receive Grace for Grace, 
© Humility, Meekneſs, Purity, Holineſs, Re- 
© ſoluteneſs and Conſtancy in Devotion, At- 
© tentiveneſs and recollection of Mind in com- 
© ing before Thee; Patience in waiting up- 
© on Thee, weanedneſs from the World; Re- 
© ſignation to thy holy Will, and Contented- 
© neſs in all Conditions; fincerity and up- 


© rightneſs of Heart before Thee, my God, 


© and towards Thee, my God, and towards 
© all Men, and univerſal Charity. 

© Iadore thy condeſcending Love, O Lord 
© God our Sanctifier, in giving thy Self to 
© thy: Creatures, and vouchſafing to be with 
© thy Church and Servants always; to aſſiſt, 
© ſanAifie, ſtrengthen and comfort us; to 
© carry on and perfect the Work of 


Redemption in each of our Hearts; to 
© Seal us to thy Heavenly Kingdom, to unite 
© us to thy Self, and to each other, by 
© youchſafing to be the Lord and Principal 
Moti- 
ons 


© of all our Life: For thy gracious 


E 
ringi 
ud f 
Thou 
of He 
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ons and holy Inſpirations to me a Wretch ; 
0 pardon my Rebellings agaiaſt Thee, my 
Grievings of Thee ; be not provok'd to 
leave my poor Soul; graciouſly aſſiſt me, 
and make me meekly attentive and readily 
obedient to all thy ſecret Motions, that 
Thou may'ſt conform me in all Things to 
thy holy Will. 
O my God, I praiſe Thee for thy conti- 
ma! Preſervation of me; for thy Father- 
Protection over me (4) [the Night paſt, (a) At Night 
for refreſhing me with comfortable 85 ; and (ay, 
ringing me in Peace to the Light of this Day, Icbe Day paſt, 
ind for all the outward Comforts which nd bringing 
Thou ſurroundeſt me with, for the Meaſure apy 1 
of Health and Strength which Thou giveſt ;; 7 be, 
| ne, and for leave now humbly to Pray Thee. 
> VP” into Thee: O accept of my poor Ser- 


ef ices, pardon the Sinfulneſs of theſe, and 

Wm Wt all my holy Duties: Receive me in- 

ol o thy gracious Protection and Keeping 
J 


) CLehis Day.] Let me be in thy Fear(b)Th;sNight; 
|| the Day long, and ſet Thee before 
ny Face continually: O bleſs me and 
| my dear Friends (c) [this Day eſpeci- (e) ThisNjght 


with hy] with the Bleſſings of thy Children. eſpecially. 
allt. en. Our Father, &c. 8 

1 7 Unareſſing, ſay the 4th Pſalm. 

ke lneeling down before ſtepping into Bed, 

1 Good Lord, pardon my Sins againſt thy 

Moth we: Let me lye down this Night re- 


* concil'd 
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© my Heart with thy Fear and Love, a 
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© conciPd to Thee my God, and in Peace and. = 

© Charity with all the World. 6 ant 
| = 

At Lying down. e " 


Lord, pardon my unworthineſs of th 

© leaſt of all thy Mercies, particularly « 

© theſe comfortable Conveniencies which thi « ( 
© Fatherly Tenderneſs doth provide for 
© Repoſe; ſanQifie them to me, O gracio and 
© Lord, and comfort all that want them 
© all that are now in Pain, Sickneſs, Troubl; 
© Sorrow, and all that labour in the Agor 
© of Death. Grant that I may lye doy 
© with Thee, and riſe up with Thee, at 
© when Il awake up, whether in Life or in Ete 
£ nity, O let me be preſent with Thee. F 


< youchſafe to be the firſt and laſt in al] | 
© Thoughts; that whether Sleeping or V 
© king, Living or Dying, I may be Thi 
O Thou Shepherd of Iſrael, who never lv hu 
© bereſt nor ſleepeſt, vouchſate to watch off Bod 
© me, and keep me this Night, and preſerſiſ 


me from Sin and Danger, and all Illuſe nd 

of the Enemy, for thy infinite Merc my 

© Amen. ſanct 
f 

Waking in the Night. — 


© I adore thy condeſcending Majeſty, 

© my God, who vouchſafeſt thy felt to 
« the Pilate of the Ship, the Chariotee 
* the Chariot, which carries me lying at- 
hes 6 
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© and Peace, through the Seas and Wilder- 
© neſs of this Night: Thou art near to me, 
«and 1 defire to ſpeak to Thee, to bleſs 
Thee, and adore Thee, who art ſo near te 


: me. Amen . 
Waking in the Morning. 


O my God, who haſt vouchſafed to 
carry me through the Seas of this Night, 
and to ſet me down in Peace and Safety 
© on the Shore of this Day, where I wou'd 
© be, among my Acquaintance of the Things 
© of this World; let me not enter into Con- 
( verſation with them, till I have firſt pay'd 
my Humble Homage to Thee, my moſt a- 
* dorable and gracious God. I lift my Heart 
* to Thee. 


Firſt getting out of Bed, kneeling. 


© To Thee, my moſt adorable Preſerver, 


I humbly offer up my preſerved ſelf; my 
Body, my Soul, my Members, my Senſes, 
my Faculties, my Thoughts, my Words, 


my Deſires, my Inclinatioas, my Affections, 
my Actions, to be governed, guided, and 
ſanctified by Thee, and to be made con- 
formable to thy holy Will this Day and al- 


ways. Amen. 


Waſh- 


t 62 
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Waſhing. | 


© Waſh me throughly from my Wicked. 
neſs, and cleanſe me from my Sin. O waſh 
me with thy precious Blood, O moſt gra. 
cious Lord Jeſu, who haſt loved us, and 
waſh'd us from our Sins. Except Thou 
waſh me, I have no part in Thee. Thou 
haſt made me ſenſible that I'ſtand in need 
of thy amazing Condeſcention to be waſt'd 
from the Stains which I daily contract, that 
Thou map'ſt engage me to practiſe daily 
the ſame Condeſcention to my Chriſtian 
Brethren. Amer. 


Kneeling down in the Day time. 


© O my God, to Thee I humbly offer up 
my ſelf, accept of me graciouſly to be Thine 
in thy dear Son. Thou haſt made me what! 
am, and given me what I have; Llive by 
Thee, Othat I may live to Thee. By Thee! 
am this moving Body, and this thinking 
Soul. O that both may pay Homage to 
Thee; Thou upholdeſt and ſuſtaineſt me 
every Moment, I am a living Monument ot 
thy Mercy, O that l may be a living Mouv- 
ment of thy Praiſk: Glory be to Thee, 0 
Lord, moſt High. Amen. | 

Thus did Mr. Bonnell diſcharge the great 


Duty of Prayer, in every part of it, bot 


Publick and Private: 


And as he pray'd wits 


out ceaſing; ſo he was a conſtant and dev on 
| Guek 


cked- 
waſh 

gra- 
„ and 
Thou 
Thou 
need 
aſld 
„ that 
daily 
iſt ian 


er up 
Thine 
hat! 
re by 
hee 
King 
e to 

me 
ent of 
Aon: 
bw U 


great 
both 
with- 
e vont 


Guelt 


James Bonnell, Eſq; 


Gueſt at the Lord's-Table: And therefore I 
now come to ſhew what his Practice was, 
with reſpe& to the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's-Supper. _ 

He was very early touch'd with a lively 
Senſe of his Obligations to commemorate our 
$1viour's Paſſion, in that holy Myſtery ; and 
find from his own Meditations, that as he 
improv'd in Knowledge and Years, his De- 
fires after that divine Feaſt grew ſtronger 
ſtill, For there he found all the endearin 
Comforts of Religion; God's Goodneſs diſ- 
play'd, and His Juſtice ſatisfied : The Con- 
templation of which, gives the trueſt Peace 
and Joy to humble and penitent Minds. 

A great Part of his private Writings con- 
iſt of Meditations preparative to the Sacra- 
ment, or Thankſgivings after it: So that 
for ſeveral Years of his Life, hardly a Week 
paſſed over, but he put down ſome Commu— 
nion Thoughts in Writing; ſome Meditati- 
on or Prayer upon the Love of God to 
Mankind; or ſome part of our Saviour's Life 
or Syfferings ; eſpecially during the late 
Troubles, when he needed the Supports of 
Religion moſt, and ſeems to have enjoy'd 
them in a greater Degree than at other 
Times. | 

After his Settling in Dublin, his conſtant 
Practice, for many Years, was, to Commu- 
nicate twice every Month : Beſide all the 
ſolemn Times, when the Holy Sacrament 1s 
adminiſtred. But ſuch longing Deſires had 
he after that ſacred Memorial of our Savi- 
28 M 2 our's 
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our's Love; that he could not allow him. 
ſelf to want it, whenever it might be had; 
ſo that at laſt, he Receiv'd every Lord's. 
Day. 

Though his Life was a conſtant Prepara- 
tion for the Holy Communion, yet he had 
very ſtrict and particular Re ents in or- 
der to put his Mind into that divine Frame, 
which he judg'd ſo neceſſary for that near 
and ſolemn Approach to God: And theſe 
happy Retirements were employ'd in ſtricdt 
Examinations of his Life, and a ſevere En- 
quiry after his ſmalleſt Failings; and the 
warmeſt Meditations upon the Love of God, 
and bitter Paſſion of onr Bleſſed Saviour. 
And in hrs latter Years, he lamented no— 
thing more, than that his Time was ſo ta- 
ken up with Buſineſs, that his Retirements 
were interrupted ; and conſequently, his 
Thoughts not fo much his own as they us“ 
to he: And particularly, it troubled him 
that he was often forc'd to be late at his 
Office upon Saturdays, leſt his going to the 
Sacrament next Day, might have an ill Effet 
upon his Servants; and tempt them to pre- 
ſame too far, and approach the Lord's-Ta- 
ble without ſufficient Preparation: For tho 
(as he would ſometimes ſay) I teal Minute: 
at my Office, they are not enough to ſatisfi 
my Self, much leſs to give good Example 10 
Others, 

As it was his great Study to prepare him- 
ſelf arighr, for the Holy Sacrament, that fo 


he might come to it with a truly penitent 


Heart, 
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Heart, a lively Faith, and inflam'd Affecti. 
ons; ſo during the whole Adminiſtration, ſo 
intenſe were his Thoughts, ſo earneſt were 
his Prayers, that thoſe who were near, and 
ohſerv'd him, hardly ever beheld him with- 
out Tears; which he conceal'd as much as 
he could, by keeping cloſe in the moſt private 
Corner of the Seat; and he was forc'd to take 
ſome time, to make bis Face fit to appear be- 
tore the Congregation. For tho” a ſorrow- 
ful Countenance does yery well become eve- 
ry devout Communicant ; yet his principal 
and conſtant Practice was, to avoid every 
thing that might make him obſerv'd by o- 
thers, or any way raiſe the CharaQter of his 
piety among Men; reſerving that chiefly to 
the Eye of God. 

When he returg'd from Church, he im- 
mediately retir'd into his Cloſer, and ſpent 
1 conſiderable Time in his own private Pray- 
ers and Praiſes. And as his Wife was ſtill 
his Fellow Commuaicant ; ſo with her be 
pray'd before Dinner, Bleſſing God for that 
bappy Opportunity given them both, of Comme- 
morating aur Saviour s Sufferings, and receiv- 
ing the Pledges of his reconciled Favour ;, and 
Praying for all thoſe who had been Partakers with 
them that Day, of at any other time, of thoſe 
bleſſed Means of Grace, which they had then 
recei vd. | 

That unhappy Controverſie, which di- 
ſtucbs our Church, about the Poſture in 
Receiving the Holy Sacrament, was a great 
Trouble to him : His great Humility did 
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then, in a particular manner, prompt him ti © be 
fall low on his Knees. And in one Place © of 
ſpeaking of the Sacrameut, he thus deliver © co 
his Senſe of that Diſpute, | * ſu 
What need theſe nice Diſputes about] * m1 
6 Poſture in this Holy Exerciſe? We ſit a] * ſui 
© God's Table, tho* we kneelin the Church. © bl 
© The Favour and the Privilege He grant © th 
© us, is that of acceptable Gueſts, who hate w. 
leave to ſit in his Preſence, and at Meat . 
with him. It is our Souls that Sie!? well © w 
may our Bodies be. as they that Serv be 
The Table, which we call the Holy Altar A 
is but a Shelf of Wood: God's Table | . 
a Spiritual Thing; it implies Privilege ly 
and Favour, and Honour, and Freedom: m 
And thoſe that are admitted to this divine 
Feaſt, ſit at his Table, whatever Poſture 
their Bodies be in. Were Chrilt indeed 
on Earth, the Table he ſat at, we ſhoul( 
expect (if we were favour'd) to ſit at too; 
becauſe equality in Poſture is Honour; 
but now He fits not at this outward Tz: 
ble which is before us; Why then ſhoulc 
we ? The Focd which we receive, comes 
not from thence to us, but from Heaven 
We ſit at the Table from whence our Food 
comes. Tis true, on our Table, the hol; 
Elements are impregnated with the Ma 
terials of Life; like the firſt framing of 
living Creature, or Embryo, before it | 
* quickned : But they are quickned wit 
© Spiritual Life, only upon the Faith of eacl 
Receiver, which God hath appointed . 
| : 
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* ſuch, they come to us from a higher Ta- 
© ble: And while we are admitted to ſit at 
* that Table, well may we be content, and 
© well does it become us, to kneel out- 
* wardly in the Church. While we fit 
© with the Church Triumphant, well may we 
© be content to kneel with the Church 
© Militant. 

© © Lord, while my Body kneels outward- 
© ly in thy Houſe, and my Soul fits at thy 
© myſtica}, Table in thy Preſence, through 
© thy great Favour; (for it is Thou, O niy 
* moſt merciful Saviour, haſt been pleas'd to 
bring me, and ſeat me there, elſe how ſhou'd 
© I have dar'd to have appear'd) What is the 
Food Thou wilt give me from this thy 


© Table? It is immortal Love, wrapt up 


in Bread. Surely then this is glorious 
© Bread, which contains ſo infinite a Trea- 
* ſure, and may well be call'd 2h Body, and 
* the Pledge of thy Love. And 1s Immortal 
Love, the myſtical Food of our Souls? O 
* moſt loving Saviour, who wert content to 
* have thy Body broken, that Thou might- 
* eſt nouriſh and ſuſtain us with this precious 
Food; give us ever of this Bread, and be 
it unto us according to thy gracious, 1n- 
* rentions. Amen. | 


M 4 His 


Inftrument, or Means 
* of this divine Quickening. Then they be- 
come tous the Seeds of Glory, and the aſ- 
* ſured Conveyances of Spiritual Nouriſh- 
* ment, and Immortal Happineſs. And as 
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His Meditations upon the Sacrament are Sti 
very numerous, as I have already ſaid; ſo © Ca 
that, inſtead of being inſerted in a Liſe, they Ml © Pr 
would make almoſt a Volume themſelves. AW * dr 
Spirit of Primitive Piety runs through them: I © Re 
And it plainly appears, that the Author of Wl © / / 
them ſpoke from his Heart; and was deeply Il tha 
affected with the Subject about which he © we 
Wrote. I ſhall here give the Reader a Taſte be 
of them; and by theſe few that here follow, i © dee 
he may make a Judgment of the reſt. © Go 

We pray to God, and our Saviour, for © W. 
© Pardon by his Agony and bitter Sufferings ; © and 
© how does this oblige God to pardon us? W* by 
© What Right have we to inſiſt on theſe, and I wit 
© repreſent them before God? Women in-: hat 
© deed expoltulate with their Husbands, by EI © wit 
© the common Pledges of their Love; their £ Str 
© Children, by their mutual Endearments: . that 
© And ſometimes one Friend with another, M* our 
+ by their common Sufferings in the ſame I Dea 
© Cauſe. And it is an Argument prevailing “ Goc 
upon Humane Nature, to yield to what is ſuch 
ſo deſired. But ſtill there muſt be ſome- for 
thing common. We muſt have a Share, and and 
intereſt our ſelves in what we ſo plead by, I Plac 
if we hope to prevail. When therefore “ ned, 
we uſe this ſort of Expoſtulation with God, I noth 
as the ſtrongeſt and higheſt Argument to Bod 
obtain what we deſire, there muſt be ous ' 
© ſomething common in what we plead by, cann 
© or the * — loſeth its Force. Becauſe I Cont 
c the Son of God endur'd bitter Sufferings, give 
+ What thea? What is that to us, if = are : had 
= N wa S oatrale ll 
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© Strangers to theſe Sufferings ? It is like the 
© Caſe our Saviour himſelf puts; Thou haſt 
© Propheſy'd in our Streets, we have eaten and 
© drank in thy Preſence, To whom he will 
© Reply, What then? Te are Strangers to me, 
© I know you not. So that it is not enough, 
that the Son of God hath ſuffered for us; 
© we muſt have a common Share in it, and 
© be mutual Sufferers with him, and then in- 
© deed we have leave to expoſtulate with 
God by his Sufferings, and ſhall prevail - 
We have a kind of Right to mention them, 
and God will graciouſly be wrought upon 
© by it. But how fhall we be mutual Sufferers 
' with Him? By laying to Heart what He 
* hath Suffer'd for us; by being wounded 
© with his Wounds, and bruiſed with his 
Strokes; by having the Reproaches of them 
that reproached Him fall on us; by having 
© our Souls ſorrowful with his Soul, even unto 
© Death ; by trembling at the Wrath of 
© God due to our Sins, which caus'd Him- 
* ſuch Amazement, in making Atonement 
* for them. Let us go to Mount Calvary, 
* and endeavour to put our ſelves in his 
© Place. We are they, Lord, who have ſin- 
© ned, let us ſuffer the Pains, Thou haſt done 
© nothing amiſs, why then ſhould thy Holy 
Body ſuffer theſe Tortures ? Thy Righte- 


* ous Soul feel this Anguiſh ? But ſince we 


* cannot bring Thee down, nor exchange 
© Conditions with Thee, O that we could 
© give Thee one Moments Eaſe! O that we 
had not ſo ſinn'd, as to procure theſe thy 
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© Tortures! O Wretches that we are! tofff tt 
© have brought this Load upon Thee! See th 


O my Soul, what thou haſt done! They © w 


© have brought thy greateſt Friend, the Be © my 


loved of God, his only Son, the everlaſt. «© ſu 


ing Prince, to this ſad Condition? Cant « th 
© thou ſee it without trembling ? Canſt tho © th 
© ſee it and live? It would be grief extra m 
« ordinary, only to ſee Him in this Condi © M 
tion; what Heart cou'd not be moved aff © dy 
© it, that knows who it is that Suffers ? Bu © of 
© to be thy ſelf the guilty Cauſe of it, ought © an 


' © eſt thou not to wiſh, that the like Pain TI 


© might fall on Thee, and that thou migktelW © vn 
* ſuffer with him a little, to cover thy Con 
© fuſion! For this Confuſion to an ingen 
© ous Soul, that truly ſtood by our Lord i 
© this Condition, wou'd certainly be a Tor 


ment ſo great, that one wou'd almoſt wil © ;þ; 
© to hang ona Croſs, to divert it by a ne © Co 
© Pain. O my Redeemer, if knowing whiff © an; 
© I now know, I had ſtood by thy Croſs, oui 
hope the Confuſion of my Soul wou'd be no © yp 
* thing leſs than what I have here deſcribqF Co 
Since then, I believe Thee to have ſuffer Pr. 
© all this, as much as if 1 had ſtaod by They © $yf 
© and that Thou art pleas'd to repreſen © pe; 
thy Sufferings often again to us, and to I © thy 
© ſer forth as evidently Crucified among u 1 
O ſtrengthen my Imagination and wit 
Faith, from myſtical Repreſentation Q O 
© Bread and Wine, broken and poured ov suf 


* to paſsto thy real Sufferings, and take 1 tha 
ſome of thoſe Affections, ſome degree 
etl 
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that Confuſion (if, alas! I cannot take up 
© the whole of it) which I ſhou'd be ſeiz'd 
© with at thy actual Crucifixion : Then 
© may I have leave, O my Saviour, Having 
* ſuffered with Thee, to plead with thy Fa- 
© ther by thy Sufferings. By the Agony of 


© thy Soul, when Thou didſt make Atone- 
ment for Sins, pardon my Sins, and have 
© Mercy on me. Wherefore didſt Thou en- 
* dure that Agony, but to obtain Remiſſion 
* of Sins; that Thou mighteſt diſtribute, 
© and give it to thoſe that humbly gry unto 
Thee for it; that Thou might'ſt give Gifts 
© unto Men of the Trophies purchasd with 
* thy Blood? My Soul is wounded by thy 
Agony; O let me partake of the Fruits of 
it. David's Law was, That thoſethat ſtay d 
* by the Stuff, ſhould ſhare with thoſe that took 
* the Spoil: Lord, who is able to bear Thee 
Company in thy grievous Conflict? Weak 
© and Faint we muſt be left behind: But 
* our Soul goes along with Thee, is bound 
up with Thine, and is wholly fill'd with 
* Concern for Thee. O let us partake of the 


Fruit of thy Labours, of the Iſſues of thy 


* Sufferings. Thou haſt obtain'd Pardon and 
peace; O beſtow ſome ſhare of it upon 
* thy Servants. 
© Let me go on, O my Lord, to ſuffer 
© with Thee, while I livein this ſinaing World. 
* Ovouchſate to let me have a Share in thy 
* Sufferings, and ſpeak Peace to my Soul; 
that I may paſs my Days in an bumble 
5 Confi- 
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our Saviour's bitter Paſſion; the Comme- 


© between thy wonderful Love to thy Church, 
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© Confidence here, and rejoice with Thee © of 
© one Day hereafter, in forgetting both 


| © rin 

© Fhine, and my Miſery and Trouble. 4. . bei 
g 5 © me 
At another Time he offer'd up the follow- . peas 


ing Prayer, with reſpect to every Part of © Ma; 
: A * and 
morating of which, is the principal End of. ing 

oly Communion. «Re. 
* — by Saviour, O my God! By thy y- Th 
© ing proftrate on the Earth in a cold Night; . 110 
and thy Soul's being exceeding ſorrowful, « By 
< even unto Death: By thy grievous Agony, . 1 
in which Thou didſt Sweat drops of Blood, I. 8 
| * Dex 
< and the Infirmity of thy Humane Nature, . nos 
© which drew back at the Apprehenſion of YI, ful! 
© thoſe Sufferings which Thou wert to paſs 


Aug 1 
© through for us: By thy thrice mn up —4 
< ſtrong Cries to thy Father, to remove from . By 1 


* Thee that bitrer Cup, if it had been his ©Þ 
c Wil. and been poſſible for his juſtice, TA 
< otherwiſe to be ſatisfied: By thy firm * 
© Reſolution which Thou didſt take up, to Han 
go through that great Work for our ſakes; 


And by thy meek Reſigning thy Self to thy 


{ » 
inro | 


| „ia th 
« Father's Will, and ready concurring with. if T. 
his wonderful Love to us, in deſigning to By t 


perfect our Redemption, by thy Sorrows: = 
C By thy being betray'd by thy own Diſci- © Wor 
ple, and ſuffering that ſinful Wretch to 82 
Kiſs thy bleſſed Lips: By thy being ap- Sham 
* prehended, rudely Bound, hurried away "ge 
* asa Malefactor: By thy being r 
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' of all thy Diſciples, and none of them da- 
© ring to own, or ſtand by Thee: By thy 
© being inſulted over, and treated as the 
© meaneſt Slave, without Reſpect or Pity, 
and carry'd to and fro from Magiſtrate to 
* Magiſtrate 3 from Tribunal to Tribunal, 
* and every where falſly Accuſed : By thy be- 
ing Buffeted and Spit upon, Mock'd and 
* Reviled : By thy being Crown'd with 
* Thorns, rudely preſs'd down on thy ſa- 
cred Head, and entring into thy Temples : 
By thy being Array'd in a mock Habit, 
and a Reed put into thy Hand, inſtead of 
da Scepter: By thy being Sentenc'd to 
* Death as a Criminal, and Condemn'd 
to the Vileſt, moſt Painful and Reproach- 


. ful Kind of Death: By thy being Scourg'd 


Aby mercileſs Hands; the Plowers plowigg 


upon thy Back, and making long Furrows: 


By thy being loaded with a heavy Croſs: 
By thy being ſtripp'd of thy Cloaths, and 
' faſten'd to it with Nails, ſtruck through 
the moſt tender and nervous Parts, thy 


KF Hands and thy Feet; ſo that the Iron entred 


into thy very Soul: By thy being Crucified 
ia the mjdſt between two Malefactors, as 
dit Thou hadſt been the greateſt of them: 

Ey thy being rear'd up on the Croſs, and 


N ' the Weight of thy Body hanging on four 
' Wounds: 


By thy being expos'd Naked 
to the View of the World, bearing the 
Shame, as well as the Torment of my Sin : 
By thy precious Blood iſſuing out of thy 


Wounds, and forming a Laver for my Sins, 


Land 
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© Anguiſh of thy Soul, not to be expreſs 


The Exemplary LIFE E of 

© and of the whole World: By the Feve- J. be! 
© riſh Heat of thy whole Body, occaſion'd II, beit 
© by the Extremity of thy Pains: By thy thy 
© Tongne's cleaving to the Roof of thy "of t! 
© Mouth, and having Vinegar given Thee of it 
© when Thou wert Thirſty, thy Soul in the ' of t 
mean time more vehemently thirſting after I beir 
© eur Salvation: By thy having refus'd the I rabl 
© Wine, and Myrrh, which was given Thee Its Þ 
© to ſtupifie thy Senſes, becauſe Thou woud't N of p 
feel all the Pain of thy Crucifixion for us, I mid 
© inits greateſt Sharpneſs, without the leaſt Soul 
© Mitigation : By the tender Regard which || * B) 
Thou hadſt in the midſt of thy violent thy < 
© Pains, for thy holy Mother, and beloved vorr 
© Diſciple: By the Sword which pierced] guiſh 
© through her Soul, and the Sorrow which /, a 
* wounded his Spirit, and the extream Af. for n 
© flition which overwhelm'd them both, to 

© behold Thee ſuffering : By the gracious © Fo 
* Comforts vonchſafed the Penitent Thief for u 
© in the midſt of thy own Diſtreſs: By theſſſ ave 


© in beholding the Wrath of thy Father, fo 
© hotly flaming againſt ns, for thoſe Sins of 
ours which Thou didſt bear in thy own Bod 
© on the Tree; and that too under ſo great 
© Weakneſs of Body, that both made Thee ct 
© out, My God, my God, why haſt Thou forſa 
© kenme | By thy voluntary giving up thi 
© Ghoſt, (when Thou mighteſt have brought 
© down thy Self from the Croſs, and that n | 
© Man cou'd take away thy Life from Thee my SL 
that the Work of our Redemption mig) laſt ſc 
* 


£ 
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eve. be finiſh'd by Thee: By thy bleſſed Side 
on'd . bei piercd with a Spear, entring into 
th thy Heart, and letting out the laſt Remains 
thy of thy Blood; that Thou mighteſt ſhed all 
Thee Nof it for us, and give full Proof to the World, 
1 the of thy being truly Dead: By thy Soul's 
after being ſeparated from thy Body, (that deſi- 
the Table Union being violently Diſſolv'd) and 
Thee its paſſing into the State of the Dead, and 
ud't N of perfect Separation; and ſanctify ing that 
Yr us, middle State to thy Servants, for their 
teat Souls to reſt in till the Reſurrection. 
rhich By all theſe ſeveral Sorts and Degrees of 
olent thy Suffering: By all this bitter Pain, and 
Loved | Sorrow, and Shame, and Agony, and An- 
erced}] gviſh, which Thou didſt endure in thy Bo- 
Thich © dy, and in thy Soul, for miſerable Men, and 
Af. for me a miſerable Wretch. W 
th, to Hlave mercy upon me! 
1cious}} © For wherefore didſt Thou ſuffer all this 
Thief for us, and for me, but that Thou mighteſt 
thel have mercy upon me? My Sins, O Lord, 
reſyd,f have occaſion'd all this to Thee; for leſs 
er, ſoff than this wou'd not have Aton'd them. 
Sins off Tho' in reſpe& of Thee, who wert the Suf- 
+ Bodil ferer, O Thou Eternal Son of God, theſe 
great thy Sufferings are ſufficient to atone innume- 
ee ci ſable Worlds: Yet ſince Thou didſt ſuffer 
forſal them for me, I beſeech Thee, by the Re- 
vp thay membrance of all their Bitterneſs, to have 
rough] mercy upon me: Thou didſt ſuffer the 
that u Shame, and the Pain, and the Sorrow due to 
Thee y Sins; O pardon thoſe Sins which Thou 
mig haſt ſo dearly aton'd for. 
6 


. © Since 
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© Since then, O my Saviour, Thou com. 
© mandeſt me to commemorate theſe thy 
© Sorrows, and to Do this in Remembrance of 
© Thee; Amen. 1 will do it in Remem- 
© brance that I have wounded, and griey'd, 
© and bruis'd Thee: In Remembrance that. 
© I have made Thee behold the Wrath of, ſec 
« thy Father, and ſeparated thy precious, 
© Blood from thy Body, which Thou prepa- the 
© reſt to give my Soul. But at the ſame, *4© 
© time, the Thoughts of thy wonderful Love, 
© in the midſt of thy Pains and Sorrows,muſtY, and 
© yield my Soulunſpeakable Delight: Where, "P 
«© fore, while lam griev'd with thy Grief, I. 
© will Feaſt my ſelf in the Pleaſures and Tri. 
© umphs of thy Love. I will partake of thy 
© Torments, and alſo of thy Joys, which thy}, 35. 
© Love did yield in the midſt of thy Ago, Wi 
© nies. 

I ſhall add only one Sacramental MeditaFJ 
tion more; which ſhews how his Thought: 
and Time were uſually employ'd after the 
Communion; being compos'd upon his re 
turn Home from that Heavenly Feaſt. Ah 

© The Glory of my God with his Head, Thou 
© venly Hoſt, fill'd the Place; God the Fa 
© ther, Son, aad Holy Ghoſt, were all there 
© beholding and acceptiag their little Flock 
© The Angels were plgas'd to take knowledge 
© of theſe Candidates for Heaven, that the) 
© might be acquainted with them, when the) 
© ſhou'd arrive in their happy Manſions 
© My Saviour impregnated the conſecrate( 


Elements, and in a manner embody'd bin Praiſe 
c le 
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t ſelf there; yet ſtill remaining where he 
© was, filling Heaven and Earth, but more 
© particularly our Chancel, ſaying to us, and 
to me an undeſerving Gueſt ; Ton are all my 
% Friends, and worthy, whatever your Sins be, 
e through my Sufferings. I receiv'd my Bleſ- 
hy of * ſed Zaviour into my Heart, nay the whole 
Trinity; for the Unity of the Father, and 
the Power of the Spirit, accompany'd the 
ſacred Action: But, O my Soul, let not 
* what is paſt content Thee: Thirſt more 
' and more after thy Dear Lord, and give 
* up thy ſelf entirely to Him; let there be 
no Reſerve ; but in Body, Mind, and Spi- 
rit, deſire to be made a fit Receptacle 
for Him. And let all that belongs to thee, 
be His; in entire Reſignation of it to the 
© Will of God, and reſolving to part with 
* what is convenient, for the Relief of his 
poor Members. 
8 © How bleſſed an Inſtitution is this, O my 
F* adorable Saviour! What could have been 
* found out comparable to it to quicken us 
in Holineſs! How does it actuate all our 
"Thoughts, and ſet all our Powers awork ! 
How does it entertain our Minds, and fill 
our Souls! Like the Diſciples going to 
Emmaus, our Hearts burn within us, and are 
full of amazing Wonder at thy rich Mercy! 
Before I come to thy holy Table, Trifles 
divert my Mind, and engage my Thoughts; 
but when I come from thence, my Heart 
=cratcQ is all Joy and Wonder, all Adoration and 
» pin Praiſe; all Sacrifice and Reſignation 3 Cou- 
« le N rage 
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© rage and Reſolution. How is my Saviour 
© to be Ador'd for this wiſe and gracious 
© Inſtitution, who has provided ſo effectu- 
© ally for his faithful Servants, to the Worlds 
© end! Be Thon ever Ador'd, O merciful 
© Jeſn, O my God, and my Lord! For thy 
© wonderful Deſigns of Love and Mercy to 

© the Sons of Men. Armen. 
He was R- From the Preceeding Account of Mr. Ben. 
ligicus obſer- nell's Conſtancy and Behaviour at the Holy 
ver of rhe Szerament of the Lord's Supper, the Reader 
Lord -D. will of himſelf conclude, that he was a Re- 
ligious Obſerver of the Lord's-Day; and ſach 
he was in a very ſtrict manner, giving it en- 
tirely up fo the Service of God, and Exerci- 
ſes of Religion. He had Private and Fami- 
ly Devotions ſvited to the Day; and all his 
Preſſing time he employ'd in Repeating 
Pſalms, which had moſt Relation to the Bu- 
ſineſs of it, as the 84th, 116th, 118th, and 
1224, and others, as his time allow'd him. 
He expreſꝰ d a great Diſlike to the Practice 
of ſome Families, in making the Lord's-day 
a Day of publick Feaſting and Entertain 
ment; inſomuch that moſt of their Servant 
are depriv'd of the Benefits of it, being te 
them, neither a Day of Reſt nor Devotion 
To this pyrpoſe, I find the following Remark 
of his upon David's refuſing to Drink the 
Water of Bethlehem, which Three of hi: 
mighty Men had hazarded their Lives tt 
bring him, 2 Sam. xxill. 17. Js not this th 
Blood of the Men that went in Jeopardy of thei 
Lives, therefore bg would trot Arink it. = 
I) 
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ſays he to himſelf, goeſt to Church, and enjoyeſt 
the Ordinance of God : Thy Servant ſtays at home 
to dreſs thee periſhing Food. How knoweſt thou 
but it is to the Feopardy of her Eternal Life ? 
Fear to Eat of that Meat which coſts ſo dear. 
This Practice he remedy'd in his own Fami- 
ly as much as he could, without turning the 
Day entirely into a Faſt. He, generally up- 
on the Lord's- Day, had no Company but his 
own Family; that ſo no Reſerves might hin- 
der him from entertaining them with Reli- 
gious Diſcourſe. But if other Company were 
with him, he would be talking to his Ser- 
vants about the Sermon, and bring in ſome 
religious Subject to be diſcours'd of ; and if 
Abroad, he us'd the ſame Method, but with 
his uſual Modeſty and Caution. 

The Lord's-Day Evenings, he choſe to 
ſpend alone, or in ſuch Company where Re- 
ligion might be the only Entertainment. 
But the Rarity of ſuch Company, made him 
at laſt reſolve to viſit none upon that. Day 
but the Sick, or the Afflicted; and to de- 
cline receiving Viſits as much as poſſible; 
deſiring to converſe only with God and his 
own Thoughts, till it was time to call his Fa- 
mily together. Then he Examin'd his Ser- 
vants, and inſtructed them in the great 
Principles and Duties of Religion. Then he 
uſually read to them ſome plain pious 
Book for about an Hour together; then one 
or more Chapters in the Bible, and ſo went 
to Prayers; concluding the Day with his o- 
ther Devotions; only large Additions of 

N 2 Prayers, 
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Prayers and Praiſes proper to it. Thus did * ir 
he anſwer, in his Practice, the End of the © in 
Inſtitution of the Lord's Day, making ita D 
truly Chriſtian Sabbath; a Day, not ſo © tc 
much of Reſt as Religion, and a happy bl 
Type of that Eternal Sabbath which the th 
Saints enjoy in Heaven; who reſt for ever © d. 
from their Labours, yet are for ever em- © in 
ploy'd in the Work of Thankſgiving and © Li 
Praiſe. © an 

I ſhall here add his Judgment of the neceſ. *© 24) 
ſity of obſerving the Lord's-Day, and keeping © Le 
it ſtrictly Holy. © wi 

The Lord Bleſſed the Seventh Day, to the © ſe 
© Purpoſes of Piety and ſpiritual Benefit off] © of 
< his Servants; yea, and it ſhall be Bleſſed. * W 
© This is not a Branch of the Ceremonial Law; ga 
© for from the Beginning of the World, the © wi 
© Lord hath eſtabliſh'd a Bleſſing upon the © as 
© Seventh Day, making it a Mark and Cha- © in 
© raſteriſtick of his Servants from the reſt offs * Th 
© the World, who take no notice of a Seventh 
© Day; an outward Sign of his everlafting 
© Covenant with them from the Begianiti 
to the End of the World. He hath fan 
© Aifigd a ſeventh Part of our Time to him 
© ſelf, and as He heretofore ſanctifi'd th 
© Temple, as a Type of our Emmanuel, 0 
© our Saviour's Manhood; and gave great 
© Privileges to the Prayers that were offer“ 
© up to Him init, or towards it; ſo hat 
* he ſanAified every Seventh Day of ou va! 
© Time, as a Type of that Eternal Day ol the 
© Holineſs, and of Reſt, which we ſhall enjo} 
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in the Preſence and Company of our Lord 
© in Heaven. Fear not then, my Soul, the 
© Day is bleſſed; whatever thou offereſt up 
© to thy God on this Day, ſhall have a dou- 
© ble Acceptance; and whatever good thing 
© thou deſireſt on this Day, ſhall have a ſpee- 
© dy Anſwer. This is the acceptable Time, 
© in which God will hear Thee; this is the 
© Lord's own Day which He hath Bleſſed, 
© and in which He will bleſs thee. Only 
© take heed, that thou keep the Covenant of the 
© Lord, and ſanttifie this his Day. (For moſt 
© wiſe Reaſons He hath appointed it, as Eſ- 
« ſentjal and neceſſary to the Improvement 
© of our Souls. For whoſo looks into the 
World, and ſees how Men are apt to be en- 
© pap'd to it, and forget their eternal Home; 
© will ſoon thiak, that one Day in Seven is 
© as little as can be, to revive and maintaia 
© in their Souls, a true Senſe of Thiags.) 
© Then will thy God bring thee to his holy Moun-Verſe 7. 
© tain, and make thee joyful in his Houſe of 
© Prayer , thy Burnt-Offerings and thy Sacrifi- 
© ces ſhall be accepted on his Holy Altar. Thy 
© Devotions, and thy Services ſhall be ac- 
© cepted that Day (more eſpecially) in his 
© Sight, through the Mediator of tie Cove- 
© nant, the Lord Jeſus. Amen. 

ln another Place he ſpeaks to the ſame 
Purpoſe. 

The Chriſtian Church aſſum'd the Feſtj- 
© vals of the Jews, as rightly belonging to 
© them : For the things which they were 
N 3 kept 


Iſa. lvi. 6. 


182 


. 
c 
c 


E NR GK A AK ane ae ae aA 6 


. 


c 
c 
. 


The Exemplary LIFE of 


kept in Remembrance of, were fulfill'd in 
our Saviour; and therefore the ſame Feſti. 
vals were to be kept by Chriſtians, in 
Remembrance of this Fulfilling. Thus the 
Paſſover was the Type of our Saviour's 
Suffering, and transferr'd to our Eaſter ; 
The Feaſt of Tabernacles, to Chriſtmas, in 
Remembrance of God's having pitched his 
Tabernacle among Men. And ſo the Sab- 
bath transferr*d from an outward to a ſpi- 
ritual Reſt, in Remembrance of Chriſt's 
having perfected the Work of our Redem- 
ption, and our Reſt from Sin procur'd 
thereby: So that we are not to look up- 
on it as a Jewiſh, but a Chriſtian Feſtival ; 
for to do otherwiſe, is blam'd by the A- 
poſtle, and Parallel'd with ſetting up of 
Circumciſion. 

*The Jews obſerv'd the Sabbath for a 
long time, only as a Day of Reſt, and not 
of Holy Exerciſes. The Chriſtians at firſt, 
did meet in the Night of the Lord's-Day 
becauſe of Privacy; and ſeveral of them 
were Slaves, who cou'd get no other time; 
ia the Morning, thoſe that could went 
to their Repoſe, the other to their La- 
bours. 
© The Laws of our Church and Land, are 
not ſo ftrit in forbidding Work, as re- 
quiring Aſſembling to the Worſhip of God. 
And for the reſt of the Day, we are parti- 
culariy directed to Acts of Charity; and no 
doubt ſuch innocent Relaxation is lawful, 
bas 
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e as does not take us off from that ſerious 
© Temper of Mind we ought to maintain. 

© It ſeems impoſſible for Men to be ſav'd, 
without ſanctifying one Day in ſeren; I 
« mean in the ordinary Courſe of Living. 
£ Leſs than this, will not keep their Minds 
© above Sin and the World. And thea all 
© Viſits and idle Chat is to be avoided, and 
© we ought to be altogether alone, or in 
Company and Converſation that may Edi- 
£ fie, and we are to conſider, that the Lord's- 
© Day isnot only a Remembrance of what is 
© paſt, but a Type of the Eternal Sabbath 
© in Heaven; and therefore ought to be 
* ſpent in ſuch Exerciſes (bating Acts of 
© Charity and the Neceſſities of our Mor- 
tal State) as we hope to be employ'd in 
£ there. i 

And as he kept the Lord's. Day moſt ſtrict- . ,3:-veM 
ly Holy, ſo he was a Religious Obſerver of h Feaſts af 
the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, giving Faſtsef be 
them up to Devotions proper to them, as Churci. 
much as his Engagements in the World wou'd 
allow ; to Humiliation and Repentance, if 
Days of Sorrow; to Praiſes, if Days of Joy. 
And what he thought of our Feſtivals, and 
how he obſerv'd them, the Two following 
Meditations will ſhew. if 
© Solibus eſtivis non conſule computat Annum, gr Mat- 
© was the Character of the happy Man of chew's-Da 
© old. But our Happineſs is of another 1685. 1 


1 


© ſort, and our Computation different. O 
happy Soul! when the Offices of Religion 
© do meaſure out to thee the Time and the 

N 4 © Year 
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© Year; and Devotion in its decent Dreſ;, 
© is thy Kalendar; when as thou doſt re- 
© ceive with pleaſure the Fruits of each Sea. 
© ſon, which the Bounty of thy God cauſeth 
© the Earth to bring forth to thee; the Sun 
© and Heaven yielding ſucceſſively their grate- 
© ful Changes, ſo thou may'ſt meaſure out 
© thy Time with ſuitable variety of Praiſe 
© and Devotion; aſpiring in each Seaſon 
© after ſome new Grace in return, till thou 
© haſt run the Circle of them all with the 
© Year, and ſumm'd up thy Gain at laſt in 
* a happy Eternity. Happy Soul! to whom 
© each new Week is welcome, and known 
© not by the Almanack, or the outward Face 
© of the Year, but by the Grace it propoſes 
© to thy Meditation and Practice in its 
Collect, while thou doſt join with the whole 
* Church, in making this Theme thy Study 
© and thy Care ; When each Month is known 
© to thee, not by the old Heathen Name 
it bears, but the bleſſed Saints it Comme- 
morates, welcoming with Joy their holy 
Feſtivals. O happy Souls who unite in 
this bleſſed Study! May my Soul enter 
into your Secrets, and dwell with you in 
this ſacred Exerciſe! May I ever rejoice 
in this orderly Revolution of Time, ever 
be with you, the Children of the Kingdom, 
the Favourites of Heaven, the Delights of 
my Soul, and Heirs of Eteraity, in all the 
happy Periods of this Revolution; and 
© thus emplay'd, through the Mercies of aur 


good God, may we roul inſenſibly on from 
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Grace to Glory, from Time to Eternity, 


and from Commemorating the Saints here, 
* to enjoying our Lord and them for ever 
© hereafter. Amen. 

The other Meditation I ſhall inſert, is 
upon the Feſtival of our Saviour's Nativity, 
and thoſe holy Days which attend it. 

© Lord, Thou haſt made this bleſſed Feſti- 
© val ſeem to us, as the forty Days af- 
© ter thy Reſurrection did to thy Diſciples ; 
© when every Day thou didſt preſent thy 
© ſelf to them, ſometimes in one Form, ſome- - 
© times in another, now to this Company, 
$ now to that; reviving their Hearts by 
© Turgs, and chearing them with thy graci- 
© ous Preſence; and filling their Souls with 
Joy and Comfort. So art thou nog plea- 
$ ſed to be continually as it were, ming 
© to and fro among us; ſometimes viſiting 
us in thy Worſhip, ſometimes ia thy Word, 
* ſometimes in thy Sacraments, ſometimes 
© in this Aſſembly, ſometimes in that; and 
* in all Places doſt Thou meet us at e- 
very Turn: Like a gracious Maſter of a 
© Feaſt, that goes to and fro among his many 
© Gueſts, to ſee that all be ſerv'd, all a- 
bound, and none want; ordering one 
© while Wine, another while Muſick, ano- 
ther while choicer Meſſes, and calling up- 
don all to be Welcome, and make good 
* Chear. So graciouſly buſie and kind haſt 
Thou been amongſt us in this holy Time. 
* Doſt Thou not fulfil thy Word, that Thy 
* Delight is with the Children of Men? O let 

2308; © our 
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© our Delight be with Thee, while Thou art from 
© thus graciouſly pleas'd to be with us. LetERepe! 
c us ſlip no opportunity of meeting Thee, He 
© where ever Thou art pleas'd to be preſentſ lone 
< in thy holy Ordinances. Find a Way, good 
© Lord, to preſent thy ſelf to the Souls 0 
© thy poor Servants, who enjoy not theſe 
© bleſſed Opportunities at this Time; who! 
< ſee nothing of the Feſtivity of this happ 
< Seaſon; break into their Souls by the im 
© mediate Working of thy Spirit, and let 
them rejoice with Thee alone, ſince the) 
cannot with the Gladneſs of thy People 
© Let their inward Joy be ſo much the great 
cer, as they are depriv'd of means of out But 
< wardly expreſſing it. and 1 
It were eaſie to add many other of Mr. Ba Thouy 
nell's Med itations upon our Feſtivals, eſpeciſhew. 


ally the greater Feſtivals, ſet apart more inf] *© B 
mediately to commemorate our Bleſſed Sari The 
our: All which holy Times he obſerv'F our 
with a moſt religious Care and Zeal, hifi caus 


Thoughts being wholly taken up in Conten pro\ 
plating the ſeveral Parts which our Lord at and 
ed upon Earth, and are then parcicularlf] theſ 
Commemorated. But I muſt not let thi] tion: 
Work {well too much upon my Hands, an 
Mall therefore paſs on to other Inſtances oF Sent 
his Piety. Man 
"FEI He had very early reſoly'd to keep Faſtin} his £ 
gf = Days, and to his laſt, continued a ſtri& O that 
7 ” 1 ſerver of the ſtated Faſts of the Church be 
| Couch, and hardly ever, in any Period of Life, w: 
| diverted by Buſineſs, Company, or * . 
| * 
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from making Friday a Day of Humiliation, 
Repentance, and religious Sorrow. 

He endeavoured to ſpend his Faſting Days 
alone, and wholly to give them up to Religi- 
ous Exerciſes and Contemplations; his chief 
Study, being to affe& his Mind with the moſt 
tender Senſe of our Saviour's bitter Suffer- 
ings ; ſtrictly to review and examine his Life, 
and earneſtly to bewail his ſmalleſt Fallings. 
His uſual, Practice on Fridays was about Noon 


ict Ol 
urch 
fe, w. 
r Car 
" "Fro 


to repeat the Fifty Firſt P/alm Kneeling, 


with ſeveral Prayers taken out of the Com- 


mination Office, beſides others of his own 
Com poſing. 

But his manner of obſerving Faſt Days, 
and what then principally employ'd his 
Thovghts, the following Meditation will 


Yſhew. 


© Behold in your Faſt Day you find Pleaſure. 


The Exerciſe of a Faſt Day, is to conſider 


* our Saviour's Sorrows, and our Sins that 
* caus'd them: To conſider God's Wrath 
' provok'd, and the Univerſe diſordered, 
and putting on Mourning by them. All 
* theſe are ſerious and afflicting Conſidera- 


tions; but no Man can admit of afflicting 


* Conſiderations, who has at the ſame time 
* Sentiments of Pleaſure. The Nature of 
Man is fo fram'd, that his Thoughts follow 
his Sentiments. He muſt be in Pain himſelf 
that can think of painful Things; he muſt 
* be ſorrowful, that can frame an Idea of 
' forrowful Things. When any thing pleaſes 
us, we are altogether indiſpos'd to mink 
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© of diſpleaſing Matters. Therefore it is, 
© that God ſo much provides againſt, and ex- 
© cludes Pleaſure on our Faſt Days. 

O infinite Love! O unmeaſurable 
© Goodneſs! O Eternal Son of God! Grant 
© me Grace, not to ſeek to pleaſe my ſelf 
cin a World in which my Sins made Thee 2 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with 
« Grief, and then ſuffer the moſt ignomini- 
© ous Death. gd 

Having thus confidered Mr. Bannells Piety, 
with reſpect to the great Duty of Prayer, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's- Supper, the Lord's. 
Day, with the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church; 
I fhall now mention ſome other Duties 
which he diſcharg'd with the ſame Exacneſ; 
and Care. | —_ 

Nothing gave him greater Joy, than any 
Propoſal or Endeavour to promote the Ho- 
nour and Service of God, and ſuppreſs Im- 
morality and Profaneneſs; and ſome of hi 
moſt ſenſible Afflictions, proceeded from 
that coldneſs and indifferency he obſerv'd 


in moſt People, in the great Concerns of 


Religion and another World. He was on: 
of thoſe who mourn'd in Secret for ou 
publick Sins, and by his powerful Prayers 
contributed not a little to avert publick 
Judgments from us, or ſhorten their conti 
nuance. las, he would often ſay to his Ia 
timate and Religious Friends, what will thi 
turn to! Where will it end! The true Spirit 0 


Piety ſeems more and more wearing out of thi 
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Nor was this religious Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, and Sorrow for the reigning 
Impieties of the World, only the Effects of 
Age, and more confirm'd Habits of Piety. 
The following Meditation compos'd at Lon- 
don, in the Twenty Seventh Year of his Age, 
will ſhew the contrary. 

© O my God! For the contradiction of Sin- 
© ners, when will it have an end! How 
© long ſhall I live among thoſe that are 
© Enemies to Righteouſneſs, to Thee, thy 
© Word, my Soul, and their own! And 
© yet I live-in a Land where thy Religion 
© is Eſtabliſſd and Profeſs'd : thy Death, 
O dear Jeſu, granted and own'd. My Soul 
is weary of the Blaſphemies of Atheiſts, 
© of the horrid Oaths and Imprecations of 


© Profane, and fly Objections of malicious 


While we hope to be ſav'd by 


Sinners. 


thy Death, why do we not all Rejoice 


in it; and alike Believing it, alike make 
© our Diſcourſe of? O that with one Con- 
* ſent on thy Day, the Mouths of all the 


people of this Land, might be fill'd with 


* thy Praiſes and wonderful Works! That 
© whereſoever we could go, we might paſs 
© but from one Diſcourſe of Thee to another ; 
© that it might be Natural among us, from 
© the Greateſt to the Leaſt, familiarly to 
© converſe of Thee and thy Laws; and with 
© one Heart, and with one Mouth, make 
* mention of thy Name; and all join in 


ov ning the miraculous Hiſtory of thy Pro- 


' vidence, and Works of Old; and the 
Life 
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© Life and Death of our adorable Redeemer, 
© in the Fulneſs of Time. But who may 
© hope for this in the midſt of our Pro- 
© faneneſs! Is it not enough for me, to de- 
< fire that there may be among us, a ſele& 
Number of thoſe who fear the Lord? 
And therefore Two Things, Lord, I hum- 
© bly crave; Let there never fail in theſe 


© Lands, ſuch an Ele& Number, as have not 


© bow'd their Knees to Sin, nor bent their 
© Minds to Atheiſm and Profaneneſs. 
c next, let it be thy bleſſed Will to caſt my 
© Lot among them, and make me one of 
© that happy Number; let me ſpend my 
© Days with them ; and among them let my 
© Life end; and when I come abroad into 
© the World, let their Spirit follow and ad 
© me, that I may continue. uniformly the 
© ſame Man in all Places. Let not the Over- 
flowing of Ungodlineſs be able to extin- 
© guiſh my Devotion, nor cauſe me to com- 
© ply with, or approve of their wicked Pra- 
© Etices. In Concluſion, O that all the Peo- 
© ple of theſe Lands, were the Lord's Peo- 
© ple; that thy Will may be done by all up- 
© on Earth, as it is by all in Heaven! That 
© where-ever we come, we might find every 
© Heart filld with thy Love, and every 
Mouth with thy Praiſe, eſpecially on thy 
© Day! Accept, O Lord, of my unworthy 
Prayers; and anſwer them ſo far as is good 
in thy ſight ; but vouchſafe to leave a Bleſ- 
ng upon thy Servant. 
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The Religious Societies which began in Is 4 great 


| : Promoter of 
Dublin about the Year 1693, gave him * the Religious 


Comfort and Joy 3 he not only approv'd o 
that. pious Deſign, but did very much en- 
courage and promote it. He pleaded their 


> MCauſe, writ Letters in their Defence, and 
. was one of their moſt diligent and prudent 


Directors. He conſider'd very well the A- 
buſes, to which, by length of Time, decay of 
Leal, and the Neglects of thoſe who are 
principally concern'd to Overſee and Govern 
them, thoſe Societies might be liable; but 
he found they did preſent Good, and that 
made him Rejoice; and he us'd to argue, 
That the Poſſibility of a Thing's being abus d, 
is no Reaſon to decline the Uſe of it. He was 
likewiſe a zealous Promoter of the Societies 
tor Reformation of Manners; who apply them- 


Jelves to the Suppreſſing of Profaneneſs and 


Vice; he was always preſent at their Meet- 
ings, laid their Deſign truly to Heart, and 
thought much of it; he contributed liberal- 
ly towards its neceſſary Charge, and con- 
ſtantly pray'd for their Succeſs. And all 
who wiſh well to them, or their Cauſe, are 
ſenſible, how uſeful a Friend they have loſt, 
by Mr. BonnelPs Death; tho? he, no doubt, 


enjoys the Reward of his indefatigable Zeal, 


in ſo glorious an Undertaking. 

Agreeable to his Zeal for the Religious 
Societies, and all Publick Undertakings 
which might ſerve the Intereſts of Piety, 
were his private Endeavours to promote it 
la all he convers'd with ; but he chiefly ap. 
ply'd 
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pty'd himſelf to young People, and took 2 


particular Pleaſure in Forming their tender} ly | 
Minds to the Love of God and Religion; upon 
he catch'd at all Occaſions of ſuggeſting good 
Thoughts to them; and encourag'd, dired. © th: 


ed, and even reprov'd them with ſuch Ten- to 


derneſs, Concern, and Addreſs, as firſt to Set 
gain upon their Affections himſelf, and then, Ma 
ſo to improve the Power he had with them, of, 
as to make them in love with their Duty, to lar 
excite ſtrong Deſires after Holineſs in their} Dit 
Hearts, and to arm them with firm Reſo- Le 
lutions of adhering to it. * ting 

And as he induſttiouſly embrac'd all Op- Pre 
portunities of gaining Proſelytes to Piety, Nl ſelf 
he ſtudy'd to make Religion the Subject off ſuc 
his conſtant Converſation ; and talk'd of no- 


thing elſe with Pleaſure. He had a peculiar Ha 


Art of engaging Company, upon ſuch Sub- Pre 
jets; and manag'd his part of ſuch Diſcourſe, Sine 
with that Modeſty and Prudence, that there 
appear'd nothing of Artifice or Deſign; no- : beft 
thing that aim'dat magnifying himſelf, or raiſ. ly | 
ing his own Character: But when he ſpake is t! 
of Religion, it was with a natural Eaſineſs, dec! 
with Calmneſs and Humility; and never for 
ſour'd ſuch Converſation with uncharitablef, '* m 
Reflections upon others, who either differ d. *2 © 
from him in Opinion, or fell ſhort of him in, Vet! 
Practice. 

But his judgment of religious Converſa- 
tion, chiefly as to the manner of it, and with 
what Modeſty and Caution he manag'd iq; 
bimſelf, the following Letter will Ae 
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ly ſhew, written to a Religious Friend 
upon that Subject. 
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* I think I cannot better employ this Day, 5-. Perer's 


© than in taking the Leiſure it affords me, Day, 1693. 


to entertain my ſelf with my dear Fellow- 
© Servant of our great Maſter, in ſome ſuch 
Matters, as we ſhould perhaps be Talking 
© of, if we were together : There is particu- 
{ larly one Thing, that I have ſtarted in 
* Diſcourſe, which I intended, when I got 
* Leiſure, to ſpeak of more at large in Wri- 
* ting 5 and that was, about outward Ex- 
{ preſſions of Piety. I confeſs, as to my 
* ſelf, I have been always reſerv'd in them; 
* ſuch 1 mean as were eaſily - imitable by 
* Perſons of any ſort; as lifting up the 
Hands and Eyes, godly Words, and Ex- 


preſſions of Endearment concerning God. 


Since I have converſed with you, I have ſpo- 
ken more of theſe Things than ever I did 


before; but I have comply'd with it on- 
:c ly towards you. Now the Caſe, I think, 


* is this : It is our Duty, on fit Occaſions, to 
declare our ſelves publickly for God, and 
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© attain to; ſuch as a gracious Countenance, | 
© an humble Mien, an unaffected Modeſty, « , 
© and a chearful and ſincere Frankneſs ine 
© Declaring that we are the Servants offf « , 7 
© God, aud devoted to Him; or ſpeaking] « & 
© Words drawn from the Soul of Piety « an- 
© which amount to ſach a Declaration as i 
© thoſe of the Apoltle; Tf any Man love nuf c go 
© the Lord Jeſus, let him be accurſed. But: im 
then thefe Words muſt not be borrowedy «c 4, 
© from others, or even from Scripture it bu 
© ſelf, but originally our own ; for any onq the 
© may ſpeak good Sentences by roat. Ther c By! 
dare ſome Expreſſions, that tend not ſo much « the 
© to ſhew a Devotedneſs to God, or Reſolutiy « 90 
ons or Deſires to ſerve Him, as our Near ter 
© nefs to Him. Theſe are carefully to be 21. jud 
© yoided ; for they tend too much to heightY ſuc 
© en a good Opinion of our ſelves; are apF: G0 
© to move Envy or Cenſure; and may hapyY ee 
pen in ſome meaſure to deprive us of tha; tal 
« Nearneſs, by caſting a little Damp upo 
© our Conſciences, and cauſing God to with 
* draw his Favours; ſuch are, Accounts 0 
© Tranſports and Elevations that God give 
© us in his Service; and very endearing Ex 
c preſſions in mentioning of God; as, m 
« deareſt Lord, my ſweet Jeſus, my los 
© ing Father, inſtead of faying only God « ;þjs 
* which I have heard fome Per ſons uſe upolF « Co. 
© too ordinary Occaſions, when one cou ſel 
« not wel N that they had a preſenſ £0 
* hvely Senſe and fceling at their HealYc my 


of what they ſpoke, anſwerable to UF 657 
© heightY* 
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© heighth of the Words: For none can have 
a Senſe in their Hearts, adequate to ſuch 
Words as theſe, but it will put them into 
© a Tranſport, which will either expreſs it 
6 ſelf in a Flood of Tears, or in Silence; 
and hinder them from readily going on 
© with other Talk. There are other Expreſ- 
ſions, which are the Language of our Hearts 
immediately to God himſelf: And it is ill 
to uſe our ſelves to ſpeak or write theſe, 
but when our Hearts indeed go along with 
© them, and have jatercourſe with God. 
* But it is hard to ſuppoſe, when we uſe 
them too frequently, our Hearts can always 
go along with them: And this gives mat- 
* ter of Offence to good People, and is a Pre- 
* judice to our Selves: For if we uſe to ſpeak. 
© ſuch Words as ought to be ſpoke only to 
© God himſelf, without ſpeaking them in- 
© deed to Him with our Hearts, it will cer- 
* tainly indiſpoſe our Hearts to ſpeak to 
© Him in thoſe Words when we would. Be- 
© cauſe we ſhall get a Way of ſpeaking ſuch 
things by roar, and not be able to diſcern, 
* when indeed we ſpeak to God, and when 
© we dour. | 
My converſing with you, has put me 
© upon ſpeaking and writing more things of 
this ſort than I did before, except in my 
* Cloſer, or in my private Papers; in whic 
© I ſeldom allow'd my ſelf to uſe any Expreſ- 
* ſton, but what proceeded immediately from 
* my Heart; or to ſay, hy God, inſtead of 
God, unleſs my Heart bojPd witha Fulneſs 
O 2 to 
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to expreſs it ſelf in thoſe Terms; ſo that 
I truſt thoſe Papers are the Tranſcript of 
my Heart, But I can't ſay ſo of all I have 
writ to you: Indeed I can't tax my ſelf 
with any thing in particular to the contra- 
© ry; but having writ ſo much, I have a fear 
upon me, that ſomething may have been 
{aid rather to the Occaſion, than from the 
© preſent Senſe or Feeling of my Mind. Tho 
© I do not cenſure you for this Language, be- 
© lieving it to procced from your Zeal, and 
* the lively Seuſe you have of God; yet this 
Caution againſt it will not be amiſs in the 
* Courſe of your Life. 

It were eaſie to add other Inſtances of Mr. 
Bonnel”s Piety, and to enlarge upon theſe: 
But I muſt proceed to conſider him with re- 
fpe& to the Duties we owe to our ſelves, 
and our Neighbour, as well as thoſe we owe 
to God. 

As to the Duties we owe to our Selves, | 
have ſhew'd how he diſcharg'd ſome of them, 


OE LT. 


A 


ſp Purics we owe by what I have ſaid of his Humility and 
our Selves. Meekneſs, Mortification and Self-denial 


Theſe being Duties, which, in many Inſtan— 
ces of Action, have an immediate Reference 
to our ſelves; as in others, they have to God 
and our Neighbour. But the general Duty 
which we are to perform to our Selves, and 
which comprehends all others under it, is a 
due Regulation and Government of our Paſli- 
ons and Affections; and none could keep a 


ſtricter watch over theſe than Mr. Bonnell did: 


He conhder'd humane Nature with great 
| Appli- 
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Application, and particularly, how our Paſ- 
fons act within us, what feeds and inflames 
them; and how they are to be check'd and 
ſubdu'd, made governable and calm. To 
this purpoſe he ſpeaks in one Place. 
© Paſſions of the Mind, are like a running 
© Gont; it is the ſame morbifick Matter 
« that ſhews it ſelf ſometimes in the Knee, 
then in the Elbow; that cauſes Giddi- 
* neſs in the Head, Sickneſs in the Stomach, 
and Colicks in the Bowels: It is the 
© ſame morbifick Matter in the Soul, (ir- 
regular Paſhons, and unmortified Affecti- 
* ons) that ſhews it ſelf ſometimes in Love, 
* ſometimes in Averſion; then in Envy, 
then in Ambition; ſometimes it is love 
* of Eſteem, ſometimes of Beauty; ſome- 
times of Riches and Grandure, and abun- 
* dance of like Variety. Seldom above one 
* of theſe is predominant at a time, and then 
* the Party is free from others; and all 
commonly is as the Bodily Temper varies. 
* Theſe come and go by Fits unaccountably ; 
* but while the Root of the Matter lives ia 
* our Hearts, we are ſtill under the Power 
* of the Diſeaſe ; which we nouriſh by things 
that are pleaſing ; as we do the Gont or 
* Scurvy, by Meats that pleaſe our Palate. 
We ſeldom contract or encreaſe theſe Di- 
ſtempers by cating of Rhubarb or Alves; 
but by high Sauces and delicious Meats. 
* We indulge our pleaſing Paſſions, and they 
* bring us under the Smart of the more pain- 
* ful ones. Ceaſe to deſire, (ſays Seneca) and 
| Q 3 © you 
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© you will ceaſe to fear. Who, ſhall deliver us th 
from the Body of this Death? Thy Croſs, “cu 
O bleſſed Saviour, is a ſufficient Reme- © Pe 
dy to all: For who can allow them- is 
© ſelves to Love, or be overmuch pleasd F © Al 
© with their Fellow-Creatpres, who ſtand JF © pl: 
© under the Shadow of this direful Tree? I Kt 
Had nat the bleſſed Virgin, and the beloy'd ] W 
© Diſciple, ſomething elſe to thiak of while I * ſet 
they ſtood there, than gratifying their if 
Minds in worldly Amours? But we are 
© not always to ſtand there; it is not requir d 
© of us. Yes, while we are ia this World, & © El 
© in which our Lord ſuffered, we are always © to 
© to be there more or leſs; becauſe we zre © ot! 


* thoſe Affections, ſrom which he dy'd to] * it « 
« ſet us free: And to be moſt there, © we 
© when we fiad our ſelves in moſt Dau-! Hi 
ger of being pleas'd. For if we keep our © ve 
« {elves from being pleas'd, God hath com- Pl. 
* manded Nature to keep us from being diſ- 894 
< pleas'd. If we mortify for his ſake, thoſeY at 
© Aﬀections which are pleaſing to us, he will 
certainly deliver us from thoſe that only 
< brigg Torment. And they that are Chriſt's 
have cruciſi d the Fleſh, with its Affe Gian: 
© and Liſts, 5 

To the ſame Purpoſe, in another Place, he 
expreſſes himſelf thus. 

What a Round do Paſſions make in on 
© miſerable Souls; we fight againſt a de 
© tuitory Enemy, which ſhifts and changes a5 
* often as we agreſs it, As the Humour p 

| 3 


75 4 
roſs, 
eme- 
he M- 
eas d 
ſtand 
'ree ? 
loy'd 
while 
their 
e are 
quir d 
orld, 
Ways 
e are 


James Bonnell Eſq; 


the Body circulate about, ſo Paſſions cir. 
* culate with them. It is with us as with 
* Perſons in a Rheumatiſm, when the Pain 
© is in their Shoulders, they prepare their 
Applications; but before they can well ap- 
* ply them, the Pain is moy'd dowa to their 
* Rahees, and thence again to their Hands. 
* When we get free from Luſt, the Humour 
* ſettles in our Heart, and turns to Love; 
* if we get reſpite from this, it flies into 
* our Head, and perplexes us with Vani- 
* ty, conceit of our Selves, and Love of 
* Eſteem of others. Perhaps thence it turns 
* to Pride and Souring, with the mixture of 
* other Humours, becomes Anger, Peeviſh- 
* neſs, Enyy, Reyenge, or Malice, till at laſt 
* it comes back where it began. Thus while 
* we ſeek to apply Remedies to Paſſion, the 
* Humour circulates, and the Paſſion tra- 
* vels along with it, and ſtarts up in a new 
© Place, and in a new Guiſe. 

O Lord, who haſt inſtructed us to ſtrike 
dat the Root of all, by a true Mortificatiog 
of our Selyes; help me to watch the Moti- 
© ons of this ſubtle Enemy, and to declare 
War againſt it wherever it appears. Help 
© meta give it no reſt, as it gives me little. 
«© Strengthen my Will, that it may be proof 
to its ſollicitations in every Shape, faithful 
* to thy Love in all Encounters, and Victo- 
* rious through thy Grace under all Oppo- 
© ſitions. 

© If I converſe with Politicians, and Men 
* of Buſineſs, it makes me worldly z if with 

| O 4 © Men 
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© Men of Learning and Wit, it makes me 
© vain; if with fair Perſons, I am in danger 
© of being Senſual ; if with Great ones, of 
* being Proud. O my Gad, how many Snares 
are ſcatter'd in all my Ways? What need 
© have | to take care of my Self within, ſince 
© it is impoſſible to prevent Occaſions of E- 
vil without? All theſe are the Occaſions of 
© our Warfare, but Thou haſt made thy 
© Grace ſufficient for them all. 

There are many other Meditations among 
his Writings, of the Nature and Power of 
our Paſſions, and the Methods of Governing 
them; which ſhew, that he kept ſo ſevere 
an Eye over them, that he not only conquer- 
ed his greater Corruptions, but purſued his 
leſſer Failings with a moſt active Zeal; and 
being never ſatisfy'd with his preſent At- 
tainments in Religion, went on continually 
from one degree of Piety to another, till all 
ended at laſt in Glory. | 

The Conſequence of his Victory over his 
; Paſſions and De ſires, his Humility, and Meek- 
4 neſs, and Deadneſs to the World, was tho- 
rough Contentment of Mind with his Fortune 
= . „and Eſtate. He had too juſt Sentiments of 
Sn 5/ Cue. this World, not to be above the ſordid 
| reuſneſs, Sin of Covetouſneſs, which he knew. only 
1 in Notion; as 1 might prove from ma- 

ny of his Meditations againſt it, of which 

I ſhall infert only two, which are. as fol- 
Jows. : 

© Take heed and beware of Covetouſneſs.: 

Aan liveth not by Bread alone, but by every 

© Wor 
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* Word that procedeth out of the Mouth of God. 
Bread, the Staff of Life, will not ſuſtain a 
© Man without God's Bleſſing ; much leſs 
* will Riches, which make themſelves Wings 
© and flie away. Take heed, my Soul, of ſay- 
ing, this Gain, or that Sum, will furniſh thee 
* with a Competency, or Snhfiſteace. This is 
too like the fooliſh Hovſholder's Calculati- 
* on, Soul, thou haſt Goods laid up for many 
© Years. Conſider that Riches avail nothing 
in themſelves, to procure the End Men he pe 
for by them, being ſo eaſily loſt or bliſted ; 
and that without a Stock of theſe, God can 
© make ſufficient Proviſion for thee from 
* Day to Day: This Thought will keep 
* thee from being too Intent on worldly 
* Advantages, and make thee more indiffe- 
* rent to Gain, and by conſequence, more 
* diſpos'd to Charity. 1 £ 
© Take heed of thinking to lay in for a 
* Siege againſt Providence, and to fence thy 
* ſelf againſt Him by abundance of outward 
* Proviſion : Rather throw down thy Walls, 
* and caſt thy ſelf naked on his Mercy; and 
He will be thy more ſure Defence, He will 
© be to thee inſtead of Walls and Bulwarks. 
© Obſerve thy good Humours, take thy 
* ſelf in the Fits of Charity. Art thou diſ- 
* pos'd at any time to give largely? Do it 
out of hand, leſt the Grace of God with- 
* draws, and thou groweſt cool in thy good 
* Purpoſes. No Man ever repented of his 
Charity, tho' it might ſeem to have been in 
* Exceſs, Be it never fo large, aſſure thy 
„ « ſelf 
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© ſelf thou wilt rejoice in having dane it; 
© even at a time when thou haſt not Heart 
or Grace enqugh to do it, were it then to 
© do. | 

© And why ſhould'ſt thou deſire Pofſeſſions 
© in this World? Sometimes thou art able 
to flight them, and ſometimes thau for-Y * 4 
* getteſt thy ſelf, and thigkeſt them fine 
© Things Why ſhould'ſt thou have Foot- 
ing here? Look up to Heaven, ſee if that 
© Abode (to which thou haſt a Title, as to an 
© laheritance, when for God's ſake thoy doſt 
© deſpiſe this Earth,) be not more Glorious 
© than the moſt magaificent, earthly Structure. 
God hath not thought fit thay ſhould'| he 


thy Heart upon them? God has made thee 
© looſe to the World; Keep thy {elf ſo, and 
© think his Providence à better Proviſion, 
c than any Fuud of Riches thou canſt heap up 
£ or ſave. | 

© And then for Poſterity, remember, that 
© notwithſtanding Abraham's numeraus Pro 
c geny, They are not all Iſrael, which ar 
© (born) of Iſrael; neither becauſe they are the 
© Seed of Abraham, are they all Children : But 
they are the true Children of Abrabam 
who fallow his Faich; and ſuch, even out 
of Stones, were rais'd up to Him. So that 
© *tjs no matter for a worldly Succeſlion 


vet 
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template the State of the other World; 
* and forget theſe tranſitory things below. 
Our Converſatian, our Citizenſhip is in 
© Heaven ; let us mind the Cuſtoms of ouy 
Country, and not be conform'd fo the vain 
© Faſhions of this World. | 

And do Thou, O God, who inſpireſt 
© the Hearts of thy Servants with Grace to 
* ſcek_ Thee, and draweſt them after Thee, 
ſtay up m Soul upon thy Self; keep it a- 
* boye the World; let it converſe with that 
* heavegly Country which Thon haſt reveal'd 
* tg it, aud grow more and ,more acquainted 
With its pleſſed Cuſtoms ; that it may be- 
come a natural Denizon of it, by breathing 
* the Air, ſpeaking the Language, and having 
Vall its Faculties influenc'd by the Spirit and 


Genios of that happy Seat. Let me with 


„great uawilliggneſs deſcend to the Con- 
* cerns of this World, left I grow familia- 
* riz'd to it, and forget my own Country; 
* which yet is not mine, but as Thou, my God, 
* art pleas'd to make it fo. Thou who haſt 
Adopted me into it, art only able to keep 
me a Living Member of it; let not my 
* Ugworthiaeſs make Thee repent of the 
* Favour Thou haſt granted me; perfect 
* thy awn Mercy, and Jet me not live but 
* to glorifie thy Clemency : And that for 
the ſake of the Bleſſed King of thoſe Hea- 
 venly Manſions ; who being the Life and 
Light of the whale Region, fills all the 
* blefſed Inhabitants of it with Joy, and 
' Peace, and Love, and Wonder, and ne- 

hs 
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ver ceaſing Praiſes z the Lamb who was 
© Slain for us, and purchas'd us with his 
© Blood, the Son of thy Love, the Lord je- 
© ſus Chriſt. Amen. 

Here follows the other Mfeditation In 
the ſame Argument. 

© I have often dreamt to here found ortat 
© Riches, or to have been in much Trouble, 
© when yet I have known my ſelf to have 
© been in a Dream, and have ſaid to my 
< ſelf, Tho' I hug theſe Treaſures never ſo 
8 much, l ſhall not be able to keep them, 
© they will vaniſh before Morning, and 1 ſhall 
© awaken without them. So alſo when 1 have 
© been in Fear and much Trouble, I have 
© faid to my ſelf, Come, let me ſtrive to awa- 
© ken out of this troubleſome ' Dream, and 
© have awoke upon it; but then it has been 
© a miſerable Deluſion, and a'grievous Trou- 
„ble; when I have thought all real, and 
£ have not known it to be a Dream, then my 
sleep has been profound indeed. 

What is this World, O my Soul, is it 
© any more than a Dream? Thou art hap- 
« py when thou canſt know it ſo, then thy 
* Senſes are awake. But ſadly art thou im- 
< merſt in Senſe, When thou takeſt it for a 

© reality, thy carnal Slumber is then too pro- 
© found. Are not our true 'Senſes as much 
* oppreſt with the Clog of this Body of Sin, 
© as our vital Senſes are by Sleep? Can it 
© he other than a Dream, when we are ſub- 

© jet to ſo many thouſand Deluſions in our 
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forgetfulneſs of our true awakened State 


in another World ? Sin, O Sin, is a pro- 
found Sleep, and Grace brings ſome De- 


grees of Awakednefs, to let us know that 


| here we are but in a Dream, and ſee but 
duskiſhly and in Part. The more ſenſu- 
al I am, the more wretchedly 1 ſleep and 
forget my ſelf, and all things but thoſe 
deluding phantoms about me, which I take 
' for Realities. When I look about me, and 
ſee the Fields adorn'd with Flowers, and 
the Trees with Leaves, and fine Houſes 
built of laſting Fabrick, I pretend to Rea- 
' ſon, and ſay, Are all theſe Things nothing ? 
Tis true, they are ſomething, but nothing 
to thee. Alas, what is one Generation of 
Men, or thy ſhorter Span of Life; God in 
' his Wiſdom has provided theſe things 
for a proportionable End, even for many 
Generations and Series 'of Inhabitants, 
' which he has brought, and ſtill deſigns to 
We have but a 


certain; we muſt leave them to our Suo- 
ceſſors, and be accountable for the Uſe, 


They are Things of durable Continuance; 


and what Proportion do they bear to thy 


ö Moment of Time which thou haſt to ſpend 


' among them? None at all, and fo they 
* are nothing to thee. They are not made 


for thee, but for many Succeſſions of 
Mankind; thou art only to view them, and 


* paſs away. But have I then no proper- 
» ty 
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ty nor Inheritance any where ? Yes, look 
up and thou ſhalt ſee thy Portion among 
the Saints; lifr up thy Eyes to Heaven, 
there is thy Treaſure laid up ſecurely for 
thee, there is thy Home, there thy Being. 
Look down on this World, and know al- 
ſuredly that it is but a Dream at beſt ;, ſee 
1: it has not all the Properties of a Dream: 
Ot all the Riches which we hvg, of all the 
Pleaſures we enjoy, we Can carry no more 
out of it, than froma Dream; the good 
Man knows this, and therefore deſpiſes 
them; the Sinner is drown'd in Slumber, 
and therefore inſatiably embraces them. 
And ot all the Evils we ſuffer, none can 
purſue us out of this World; we ſhall a- 
waken in our Roſie Bed of Bliſsful Securi- 
ty and Reſt, and find all the dreadful 
Phantoms vaniſht with our mortal Sleep. 
The good Man knows this, and regards 
them not; Ignorance oppreiles the Sinner, 
and therefore he lives in perpetual Terror, 
and is overwhelm'd with Trouble; O Lit 
up thine Eyes to the Hills, from whence cometh 
thy Help; look up to the Top of the Rock, 
and behold thy Bed of Reſt : Long to a- 
waken there, and be preſent with thy God, 
that the Night may paſs away, and the 
Day of eterual Happineſs ſhine upon thee. 
This is not thy Home, nor can all the Ma- 
lice of Devils (thoſe Rulers of Darkneſs 
and dominegring Tyrants of the Night 
keep thee here long among their Terrors 
and more dangerous Allurements. 
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© Keep thy ſelf awake, O my Soul, in 
this thy Dream; dare to look up to Hea- 
( yen, and ſay, There is my Iaheritance, my 
Treaſure, my Home, Let neither Terrors 
' fright thee, nor Allurements charm thee; 
to think this World any thing, or forget 
thy native Country. O my dear God, let 
down a Ray of Heavenly Light, a Beam of 
thy Divine Glory, and enlighten the dark 
Corners of my Heart, that with Patience 
and Forbearance I may ſpend the Remain- 
der of this mortal Dream; and tho? ſeeing 
© Thee but as 1a a Glaſs and darkly, I may ne- 
ver forget my Condition, or look upon 
© this World as more than it is, (at leaſt 
* my Share and Span in it) till Shadows de- 
part, and the Light of Glory ariſe full 
upon me; that ſo with full awakedneſs [ 
© may ſee Thee whom my Soul loveth, even 
© as Thon art. And in the mean Time, may 
© think nothing too much to do, too hard 
to ſuffer, or too dear to part with for thy 
© ſake, and the Hopes of thy Love in my 
© dear Saviour. Amen. 

Thus did he arm himſelf againſt all co- 
retous Suggeſtions, by proper Arguments 
and devout Prayers ; and both had their due 
Effect; for he was entirely ſatisfied with his 
Condition, and ever firmly rely'd upon Pro- 
vidence for his Support: And not only was 
he content with his own State, but that of 
others alſo; unleſs of the Poor and Neceſ- 
fitons, whom he ſtudy'd to Comfort and 
Relieye. But the Sia of Envy found no 
room 
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room in his Soul; and thoſe who knew him 23? 
beſt can witneſs, how far he was from be⸗ Selve 
traying any Diſcontent at the Proſperous 
Condition of others; at their encreaſing in 
Fortune, Honour, or Fame. For he knew eur ! 
that the only Happy, were the Religious 
and the Good: And their Graces were the 
Subject of his Praiſes, but never the Oc- ſeſſio 
caſions of his Envy. 

1 In the Duties of Temperance and Chaſti- Mem 

N = = ty, he was nicely ſtrict, and religiouſly 

rity. ſevere, and kept the oppoſite Vices at the 

greateſt Diſtance. He employ'd his Time 
too uſefully at Home, to allow any of it 

4 to thoſe Places, which are the uſual Scenes o 

4 Intemperance and Folly. He conſider'd thit 

h Abſtinence was one of the moſt effequalF' 

Inſtruments of Divine Grace, to reſtrain” Pr 
and ſubdue our Paſſions and Deſires ; and Panic 
that it ought to be a Chriſtian's great Study en 
and Care, to govern and calm, not exaf- 
perate and inflame them. His Converſati- 
on was nicely pure and modeſt, and never 

1 ſally'd with an Expreſſion which could raiſe meant 

F a fooliſh Thought; but all was tranſacted 

{4 according to the ſevereſt Rules of Decency or Gr; 

fl and Religion. 
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towards God, Sober and Temperate our 
Selves, but Uſeful to the World. It ſecures 
our Hands from Violence and Blood ; our 
Tongues from Falſhood and Slander; and 
our Hearts from Fraud and Cruelty; it 
renders us Faithful in every Truſt ; Firm 
to every Promiſe ; Sincere in all our Pro- 
feſſions; Peaceable in our Stations ; Chari- 
table to the Needy, and the moſt valuable 
Members of Society. Without theſe happy 
Effects of Religion, *tis Superſtitious and 
Falſe, Hypocritical and Vain. But Mr. 
Bonnel's Piety, when examin'd by this, or 
any Other Teſt, will appear to be True, 
Genuine, and Sincere. 
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None cou'd be more Exact in every part n, 7uftice 
of Juſtice. He had many Opportunities of and Integrity. 


improving his Fortune, and met with Tem- 
ptations,which few, but himſelf, wou'd have 
reſiſted. But tho” he diſpatch'd all, who 


bad Buſineſs with him, in the moſt obliging 
: manner, and with great readineſs; yet he 


never knew what Gratuity or Reward 
meant; confining his Gains entirely to his 
Salary, and never allowing the Importunity 
or Gratitude of any, to force Pecuniary Ac- 
kuowledgementsupon him. And when at one 
time, Three Pieces of broad Gold, and a 
Guinea or Two at another, were left upon 
his Table, by Perſons whom he had highly 
oblig'd 3 he gave the Money all away, a- 
mong thoſe who had formerly been Officers 
In the Cuſtom- Houſe, and were then in Want; 
and acquainted his Friends with his Reaſons 


P for 
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for being ſo ſcrupulous. © He own'd he had 
© done Services to many, in getting thei 
© Buſineſs diſpatch'd, which ſtrictly deſery 
© ed conſiderable Rewards; but ſhou'd he 
© allow himſelf to take them, he did not 
© know how far ſuch a Practice might prove 
< a Snare to him; might tempt him to be 
© unfaithful in his Office, and byaſs him 
© from his Duty: And that therefore the 
© ſureſt Way to be protected from all Bri 
© bery, was to keep it at a Diſtance ; and 
© never allow himſelf to take any ThingMoor a 
but juſt what the King allow'd him; leſtF And 
© any approaches to that Sin, however co-r Jul 
* ver'd with ſpeciousPretences, might give Fo 
an Advantage to Satan, to betray him in-Wmmi 
© to it. And he told his Friends farther WM Tru: 
© that the Reaſon of this Declaration was,Ways d 
© that his Principle might be in ſome mea- Tender 
© ſure known; that ſo he might be betterWis Cha 
© arm*d againſt Gifts and Preſents 3 and Nor 
© neither tempted to accept, nor put tofiicter 
the Trouble of denying them. le rar 
Theſe were his Principles and Practices, tion; 
built upon the ſolid Foundations of JuſticeÞſempe! 
and Picty, and that noble Faith which over-Mic D. 
cometh the World. None ever complain'd aver. 
who had Buſine ſs with him, that Money wagFr as u 
neceſlary to procure diſpatch, or that Diffnce a 
culties wereimpos'd upon them, which Pre ent up 
ſents (another Name for Bribes) remov'd at hi 
How different was his Behaviour from tha tightly 
which is complain'd of as too common inſt ric 
the World, and how few are proof againſtſqg eye 
| Tempta- 
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Temptations, which he not only conquer'd, 
ut deſpis'd ? Were all who are employ'd 
n Offices of Truſt, acted by his Fidelity and 
ontempt of unlawful Gain, we ſhou'd not 
ear ſo many Complaints as we do, of the 
Publick's being defrauded; juſt and honeſt 
zuſes would not miſcarry through the Po- 
erty, nor unjuſt ones ſucceed through the 
ealth and Power of thoſe who maintain 
hem; but Juſtice would flow in regular 
hannels, and be equally diſpers'd to the 
oor and Rich. 


e had 
thei 
eſery 
d he 
d not 
prove 
to be 
$ him 
e the 
] Bri 
5 and 
"hing 
z lei 


211 


And ſo well was Mr. Bonnell's Character Orphans fre- 
er co- r Juſtice and Integrity Eſtabliſh'd, that quently com- 


t giveſſſc Fortunes of Orphans, were frequently mitted to 


m in- Pmmitted to his Management and Care: b 


rtherM Truſt which he never declin'd, and al- 
was, ays diſcharg'd with a moſt conſcientious 
mea-Menderneſs; which is a great Inſtance of 
detterWis Charity, as well as Juſtice. 

andi Nor was his Juſtice to Mens Fortunes, 
ut toFricter than to their Character and Fame. 
le rarely touch'd ſo nice a Thing as Repu- 
mon; and did it always with a Chriſtian 
uſticetemper, and tender Hand. But nothing 
over · Pe Detraction was obſerv'd in his freeſt 
ain'd Yonverſation. He excus'd Mens Failings, as 
y wagFr as was reconcileable with Chriſtian Pru- 
DifhFace and Sincerity ; and put the beſt Com- 
Pre ent upon every Action it cou'd bear: And 
10v'd tat he could not juſtifie, he would paſs 
n thatFÞyhtly over. Not hut that he was above 
on nat ridiculous Complaiſance of Applaud- 
gainſtſhe every Perſon, and every Adion, how 
npta- P 2 worth- 


Tices, 
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His Charity 


To Mien, 
Souls. 
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worthleſs ſoever the one or the other mig ich ! 
be: He was bleſſed with too diſcerning ation 
Genius for ſuch good- natur'd Folly. Yet, Me con 
the other Hand, none made greater Allo nd R. 
ances for Humane Nature; for the vario ng ge 
Tempers and Educations of Men; and Wierks 
was ſeldom ſo ſevere on any as himſelf. Hhich 
Converſation was not ſour'd with conſta@6;14ic 
and melancholy Complaints of the Impifher'q 1 
ties of the Age, and Railing at thoſe freud 
doms of Life, which, tho" he did not prifpcn x 
ctiſe himſelf, yet he would not condemn F The 
Crimes, in thoſe who us'd them. And as tlifen, f 
is a Temper very excellent in it ſelf; ſinhant x 
it proceeds from that Charity, which hoprſhoſe, 
believeth, and endureth all Things: So it Piſcon 
the more to be valued, becauſe the Want yay © 
it has been complain'd of, in Men of veſhiing 
ſtri& Lives: Some religious Severities, pork 
haps, diſpoſing Men to Melancholy, and haKeadin 
Thoughts of thoſe who don't deny therhare E 
ſelves every Liberty they have a diſlike There ve 
But with Mr. Bonnell, it was quite oth4iſcon; 
wiſe; he rejoiced when he could ſpeak very gr 
of any: And when he was forc'd to diſher'd h 
commend, *twas always done with Conceſpent; 
and Regret. ; , Willing 

Equal to his Juſtice, was his Charity, wbiq im, fi 
like that of Heaven, rejoic'd in doing G0 rity a 
to All. He had a true Concern for the SoFern: 
of Men: He contemplated ſo conſtantth;gon. 
the amazing Love of our Saviour to M: ttemp 
kind, with his bitter Sufferings to redeſſhat w 
their Souls; that he was acted _— 
- eg 
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Degree of his infinite Love, and burn'd 


nigihrith his heavenly Flame. No Man in his 
ning tation, could take more Pains, to give all 
Yet, fie convers'd with a true Reliſh of Piety 


nd Religion. He was continually diſper- 
vari0ins good Books among young People, his 
lerks, and Servants, and poor Families ; 
Which he ſeconded with ſuch conſtant In- 
ructions, upon all fitting Occaſions, deli- 
er'd with ſuch Kindneſs and Concern, as 
ould not fail of making great Impreſſions 
pon many of them. 
The ſame divine Charity to the Souls of To the Affi 
en, ſhew'd it ſelf, in his great and con- ,, , ; 
ant Endeavours, to direct and comfort 
hoſe, who labour'd under Troubles and 
Diſcontents of Mind. He had a very happy 
Vay of Calming uneaſie Thoughts, and qui- 
ting diſturb'd Conſciences. And in no 
Work did he employ himſelf with greater 
teadineſs or Succeſs. For ſome Years, his 
pare Hours, eſpecially upon the Lord's-Day, 
ere very much given to the Scrupulous and 
Wiſconſolate ; with whom, what he ſaid had 
ery great Weight; not only becauſe he deli- 
er'd himſelf with great Clearneſs and Judg- 
oncefnent; but alſo becauſe they were always 
illing to be convinc'd and perſuaded by 
im, from the Opinion they had of his Sin- 
erity and Kindneſs ; for he treated afflicted 
ie Soſferſons with great Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion. He firſt felt their Pains, before he 
rtempted their Cure; and wept with them, 
at with him they might afterwards re- 
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Duty of Re- 
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joice. And the ſame Charity often engage 
him, in compoſing Quarrels and Diſpute, 
among Relations and Friends. Moſt wh 
knew him, deſir'd his Aſſiſtance in thoſe 
Caſes, often leaving their Differences to hi, 
Determination alone: The moſt oppoſite 
Intereſts and Tempers agreeing in this, tha 
there could be no partial Proceedings where 
he was concern'd. 


Hi: Manage- His Management of the Duty of Repro 


is another Inſtance of his Charity to Men 
Souls. He hardly ever omitted to reprove 
where he ſaw it neceſſary; which ſhews 
conſidering how hard a Duty Reproof is, e 
ſpecially to one of his great Modeſty, that; 
Zeal for God, had gain'd the entire Aſce 
dant of his Soul, and conquer'd, even hi 
natural Temper. But as he ſeldom neglect 
ed to reprove, when *twas fit for him to d. 
it; ſo he had a peculiar Happineſs in th 
Way and Manner of Reproving : He did i 
ia ſuch a prudent obliging Way, as to gait 
more Friends by his Reproofs, than man; 
do by their Flatteries: His Rebukes wer 
always deliver'd with that Addreſs and Con 
cern, that force of Argument and perſua 
five Eloquence, as he ſeldom fail'd of makin 
the Man his Convert, but was ſure of hi 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. And I have bee 
aſſur'd by his Friends, particularly a grea 
Man, who had a long and intimate Ac 
quaintance with him; that they have wo 
dred to ſee paſſionate and proud Men e 


dure ſuch home and cutting Reproaches 
deliver 
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deliver'd with ſuch plainneſs from him, 
without the leaſt Return of Reſentment : 
And that his Method of Reproving was ſo 
particular and uncommon, that *tis impoſſi- 
ble for any, who did not ſee it often, and 


the ftrange Effects it produced, to have any 


juſt Notion of it. Such force there is in 
prudent and well manag'd Zeal; fo diffe- 
rent, both in Value and Succeſs, from the 
inſolent Reproofs of the Violent and Haugh- 
ty; which only expoſe ſuch fooliſh Refor- 
mers, and harden Sinners in their Crimes. 
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But his Charity was not ſo entirely con- i, charity 
fin'd to Mens Souls, as to negle& their Bo- 1% the Poor. 


dies; great was his Concern for both : And 
by his Bounty to the one, he often made 


way for Succeſs to his charitable Endeavours 


on the other. By the exacteſt Computation 
his moſt intimate Friends, who were beſt ac- 


quainted both with his Fortune and Charity, 
could make ; he gave away the eighth Part 
of his yearly Income to the Poor. 
ſome Years, when Objects were numerous, 
he ſav'd nothing at all. 
ſufficiently ſhew, what a Chriſtian Feeling 
he had, of the Sufferings and Neceſſities of 
the Poor; and there ate ſeveral Meditations 
in them, to move us to compaſſionate and 
relieve them. 


And 


His private Papers 


And in one Place he prays for 
Charity ia this manner : Give me Faith, that 


will make me dare to be Charitable, without 
fear of Wanting my ſelf, by what I lend, or 
give away : that will make me freely commit all 
| P 4 my 
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my worldly Concerns to God, and truſt him with H 
my Fortune, my Reputation, and Life it ſelf © th 
That ſo I may ſee my ſelf his Care; and under th 
the Conduct of his Providence, ordering and lit 
over-ruling my whole Life, and every Circum- * 12 
ſtance of it. 
He never heard of any in Want, but he Re 
generovſly reliev'd them; and frequently © I. 
deſir'd his Friends to find out for him poor © is 
Houſe-keepers, and ſuch as were aſham'd to] Ce 
beg; for ſuch he eſteem'd the fitteſt Ob. © 
jects of his Charity. And to ſeveral, he gave n 
yearly Penſions ; that they might not only © be 
be comforted with preſent Relief, but theF © th 
Proſpe& of future Supply: And left In- 
ſtructions in his Will for the Continuance © I. 
of thoſe Penſions; and ordered a conſideta- II 
ble Sum of Money to be laid out in Charity] B. 
for ever. nell's 
Nay, his Bounty to the Poor was ſo great, and 
and built on ſuch right Principles, that nei: few, 
ther his being of a ſickly Conſtitution, and or 1 
conſequently needing more to ſupport him /over 
than it he had been healthy, nor yet the Ap-¶ ſecut 
prehenſions of loſing his Employment in the ken 
late King James's Reign, were the leaſt Re- knoy 
ſtraints upon his Charity, as may appear by ture 
the following Meditation, written in the injur 
Year 1688, and during a fit of Sickneſs. mucl 
© My God, I am unworthy of the leaſt of of N 

© all thy Mercies, much more of theſe com- and 
© fortable Conveniencies which thy Fatherly he h. 
* Tendernefs provides for my Repole, while other 
+ thou thinkeſt fit to lay thy Hand upon me-Y firiv: 

© How 
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How doſt thou affli& us in meaſure ? Shall 
then the Conſideration of my Sicklineſs, 
© that I cannot ſhift ſo well, nor live on ſo 
© little as I might do if I were well, diſcou- 
© rage me from imparting of what I now 
have, to thoſe that need it, (tho? I have 
© Reaſon to fear the Loſs of all I have,) when 
© I ſee how tender thy Goodneſs and Care 
© is in Providing for me according to the 
Condition thou putteſt me in; and that 
© Thou doſt not lay on us many Troubles, 
© nor at any time more than we are able to 
© bear: It ſhall not hinder me, O Lord, by 
* the Aid of thy Grace; but as I have freely 
* receiv'd, ſo will J freely give; and do 
© Thou deal with me as ſeemeth good to 
© Thee. Amen. 

But ſo Great, ſo Generous was Mr. Bon- 
nell's Charity, as to extend even to Injuries 
and Enemies; inſomuch that, 1 believe, 
few, ever more fully obey'd the Command, 
or imitated the Example of our Lord, in 
loving his Enemies, and praying for his Per- 
ſecutors. When he heard that any had ſpo- 
ken reflectingly of him, he was hardly ever 
known to reſent it. And tho' humane Na- 
ture is hardly ever more proyok'd, than by 
injurious or reproachful Words; yet ſo 
much had Grace with him got the Maſtery 
of Nature, that the Uſe he made of Slanders 
and Reflections, was, to examine himſelt, AF 
he had never been guilty of Detraction towards 
others; or at leaſt heard them cenſur d, wirhout 
ftriving to juſtifie them: If he had, * 5 

bop'd 


His Charity 
to Enemies, | 
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hop'd what he then ſuffered, was all the Puniſh- c 
ment God deſion'd him for it : if ſo, he chear- © m 
fully embraced it. © 
And when, immediately after the late Re- © m 
volution, an Attempt was made to deprive tb 
him of his Employment; a Gentleman hav- © ct 
ing made great Iatereſt for it; and when © w 
things were brought to that paſs, that both * 
he and his Friends look'd upon the Em- © te 
ployment as loſt ; yet he was rarely known © ar 
to ſpeak an angry Word againſt his Supplan- © x1 
ter. And when others, who were concern'd © th 


for Mr. Bonnell, would expreſs themſelves © be 
with ſome heat againſt that Gentleman; he © th 
commonly pleaded for him, and ſaid every g. 
thing that could be offer'd in his Favour. © fl 
Thoſe Deſigns indeed miſcarried, but Mr. © tþ 
BonnelPs Charity was ſtil] the ſame. And how © by 
little ſuch an Attempt diſcompos'd him, the 81 
following Meditation, compos'd upon that tt 
particular Occaſion, will ſhew. ca 
O my God, I have often ſolemnly offer'd 41 
c up to Thee my Place; Thou now takeſt A 
© meat my Word: Ought I not to rejoice ſelf 
and be fatisfied, that Thou accepteſt of a- and 
© ny thing from me? For me now to be ſent 
any way troubled or repine at it, would tion 
© be a Ciildiſh Act between Man and Man; 0 
c much more, ſinful, between a Creature and 1 
£ its God. I bleſs Thee for the entice Rea- 148 
© dineſs which Thou haſt put into me here- © th 
© tofore to offer it up to Thee: For tif © x 
gives me now the greateſt Comfort, in thy Y * th 
© taking it from me. © pf 
How 
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c How happy am I, in having diſengag'd 
my ſelf from the World before this Diffi- 
culty! How gracious has my God been to 
me, in having led me to it by the Hand; 
that 1 might be light and free from all In- 
cumbrances, to follow his bleſſed Will 
without uneaſineſs! I thought to have 
paſt out of the World, into a nearer At- 
tendance on thy Service, with Eaſe, Joy, 
and Triumph. Thy Wiſdom hath over- 
ruled my fooliſh Meaſures: Thou haſt 
thought fit, that this Change ſhould not 
be without ſome Hardſhip. But ſhould I 
think worſe of it for that? Are not the 
greateſt Things brought about by Con- 
flicts? To ſilence all the reſt, was not 
the Redemption of the World brought a- 
bout by the bitter Agony of thy dear Son ? 
Shall I be afraid to follow his Steps, or 
© think it leſs leads to a glorious Iſſue, be- 
© cauſe Thou leadeſt me to it through 
© Trouble? | 

And what Pains he took to arm him- 
ſelf with this divine Charity to Enemies ; 
and what his Thoughts of Injuries and Re- 
ſeatments were, the two following Medita- 
tions will convince us. | 

O my God, I am thy Creature; and if 1690. 
© I may have leave to ſay, Thou art my 
God; All is well, and I am Happy. Two 
© things I have always dreaded, Diſgrace and 
© Enemies; leſt I ſhonld not be able to bear 
© the One, or forgive the Other. How 
great is thy Goodneſs to me, in leſſening 
OW © the 
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© the Dread of both! He is happy, not who 
© enjoys Eaſe, but who can bear Uneaſineſs. 
© A Biſhop of general Eſteem and Repute, 
© who could bear being Whipt in the pub- 
© lick Streets, on an unjuſt Accuſation, and 
© not loſe his Countenance, would be the 
© happieſt Man alive. For if ſuch a thing 
were done, we muſt ſuppoſe the higher 
© Powers to be ſet againſt him; and the 
© Faction fo ſtrong, that none dar'd to pity 
© him, or appear for him: But tho' he were 
© Faultleſs, yet all ſhould look upon him as 
© criminal enough, in being the Object of 
© the Government's Diſpleaſure. A Pro- 
phet among the Fews was as Venerable as 
a Biſhop can be among us; eſpecially ſuch 
a Prophet as our Bleſſed Saviour, who went 
about doing good: Of whom the People 
cry'd out, Never Man ſpake as he did; and 
who, by the Fulneſs of his Grace and 
Truth, ſhin'd with the Glory of the Son 
of God. Can we figure a greater Igno- 
miny, than for him to be Scourg'd? We 
know how reproachful that is among «s 
now : But we know not how much more 
ſo it was among them, ſince it was the Pu- 


none. He bore Scourgings and Reproach- 
es without Murmurs and Complaints; and 
his Grace can produce the ſame Effects in 
me. | 
© As to Enemies; he is a great Man who 
can ſpeak to them with indifference, with- 
out diſturbance or change of W 
; 5 ot 
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© Not from a Court Diſſimulation, but from 
© a Conſideration that theſe are more imme- 
© diate Inſtruments (perhaps than our 
© Friends) of Good to us; and that God is 
© nearer behind theſe, when we converſe with 
© them, than behind many of our Friends. 
© God's Preſence is ſaid to be, where he moſt 
© manifeſts himſelf : Now he manifeſts him- 
© ſelf more certainly in his Corrections, 
than in his Favours. 

The other Meditation is as follows. 

© How eaſie is it for a Child of God, that 
© has his Portion and Inheritance in Heaven, 
© to pray for his Enemies? For he ſaith, this 
© Perſon injures me in thoſe things that are 
in no Eſteem with me: He injures me in 
* Trifles, and things of no Value: But even 
* of theſe Trifles, he endangers the Eter- 
nal Ruine of his Soul. And ſhall I not pi- 
© ty him for this; and beſeech my God to 
© pity his Folly; and ſave him from thoſe 
things which are nothing to me, but may 
* prove infinitely prejudicial to him ? Father, 
* forgive them, for they know not what they do, 
* ſays our Saviour. They knew that they 
© took away the Life of an innocent Man: 
* They took away his Reputation, his Com- 
© fort, and his Eaſe: But beſides that, they 
© Crucify'd the Lord of Glory; they knew 
not that they ruin'd themſelves, in thoſe 
things that were little valued by Him. 
* They ohink to be reveng'd on me, and to do 
me 4 great Injury : But Father forgive them, 


* for 
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© for they know not that they do no Injury to 
3 © me, but dll Injuries to themſelves. 
, Charity I ſhall add only one Inſtance more of Mr. 
Wo :h!ſe who BonnelPs Charity, which falls in naturally af- 
er ter what went before; and that is, his Cha- 
= Ni rity to thoſe of different Perſuaſions in Reli- 
=— gion. He throughly conſider'd the Educa- 
| tions and Capacities of Men, their various 
Ways of thinking and expreſling their 
Thoughts, and judg'd it unreaſonable that 
all Mankind ſhould be oblig'd to think and 
ſpeak juſt as we do. Tho? no Man was firm- 
er to the Proteſtant Religion Eſtabliſh'd a- 
mong us, and more truly zealous to ſupport 
and enlarge it; yet Force and Violence he 
eſteem'd the unfitteſt Means in the World 
to attain that End. And heutterly con- 
demr'd all Perſecutions for Religion, and 
Violence to Mens Conſciences. Thus in one 
Place, after conſidering the many Wars and 
Revolutions, which almoſt every Forty Years 
have happen'd in Jreland ; he aſſigns this 
as one Re ſon of theſe fatal Confuſions; that 
we are a mixt People, of different Nations 
and Religions, and have very little Love or 
Regard for one another; and thus con- 
cludes. 

There is no way poſlible to prevent 
© the Forty Years periodical Revolution of 
© Commotions in this Country, but by ma- 
© king all in it, one People, and of one Re- 
$ ligion. How ſball this be? By Force? God 
© forbid ! This is a Sieve that winnows 


out the Good, and ſaves only the Bad; be- 
« caule 
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© cauſe the Good will be deſtroy'd by it, and 
the Bad only brought over. It is a pretty 
© Device for lazy Chriſtians to make uſe of, 
to convert the World: Such as care not 
© to be at the Pains of good Living, or pi- 
© ous Preaching, ſet the Temporal Power, 
© and rude Soldiers on work, to bring o- 
© ver People to their Folds, that they may 
© enjoy the Glory of having greater Num- 
bers: Or being Men altogether worldly- 
© minded, and of ſecular Deſigns, they de- 
© fire greater Numbers on their ſide, to 
© ſtrengthen their worldly Intereſt, and ſe- 
cure their Cauſe and Party. 

His Charity was ſo Generous and Noble, 


that it effectually ſecur'd him from all Nar- 


row neſs of Temper, and Moroſeneſs of Be- 
haviour, towards thoſe who differ'd from 
him in Opinion. He us'd frequently to ſay, 
that moſt Differences among Chriſtians were 
chiefly ia Words; and that their Sentiments 
were much nearer than their Expreſſions : 
And he had always Inſtances at hand to prove 
this: Aud compar'd the Quarrels of Par- 
ties among Chriſtians, to Engagements that 
happen in Armies; when they fall foul on 
their Friends, thinking that they are Ene- 
mies: But the Animoſity ceaſes, when the 
Diſcovery is made; which ſhall be the Hap- 
pineſs of good Men in Heaven, whatever 
Heats and Miſtakes may be among them 
here, And what charitable Thoughts he had 
of good Men, tho? of different Perſuaſions, 
will appear from what follows. 

| Were 
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© Were the Circulation of the Blood as 
© much diſputable in Phyſick, as Purgatory, 
© Tranſubſtantiation, and many other things 
© are in Divinity; and did ſome Doctors 
© build their Practice upon the Stagnation of 
© the Blood, and others upon the Circula- 
© ting of it: Would not each ſide of theſe 
© cry down the Practice of the other, as 
© founded upon a mortal Error; (ſince both 
< ſides of a Contradiction can never be true) 
© and by conſequence, that they who take 
© the wrong ſide, muſt needs Murder the 
© Bodies of Men? On the contrary, we ſhou'd 
© find them both upon the Matter equally 
© ſacceſsful in their Practice; becauſe the 
© force of Phyſick depends not ſo much 
© upon Speculation, and Hypotheſes, as Ob- 
© ſervation and Practice. In like manner, 
© in Divinity, it is eaſie for Men to give 
© plauſible Arguments for any thing, and 
© which they themſelves will call Demon- 
« ſtration; and to aſſert that the erring 
Side, or the Side that differs from them, 
© muſt needs ruine the Sonls of Men. 
© Whereas we find that Error has not fo 
great an Influence upon Peoples Lives, as 
© they would make us believe ; but that up- 
© on the Matter, theſe differing Parties are | 
© equally ſucceſsful in the Practice of Piety : 
© (that is to ſay, there are good Men of all 
© Parties in the Chriſtian Church, except 
© ſuch as deny the very Fundamentals 
© of Religion) Church-men and Diſſenters, 
© Arminians and Calviniſts, have ry 
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© duc'd very pions Men; and that, becauſe 
the regulating Mens Lives and Actions 
does not depend ſo much upon their Under- 
* ſtandings, as upon their Wills and Affe- 
ctions; not ſo much on Speculation, as 
* on Exerciſe and Practice. God knows 
* how to excuſe theſe Errors of our Judg- 
ment, provided we keep a good Conſci- 
© ence, and take care to follow it. | 

The Diviſions which prevail among Chri- 
ſtians, he heartily bewaild : He ſaw how 
much of Paſſion and worldly Intereſt there was 
ia them; and how deſtructive they are to 
Piety and Charity. But then he confider'd, 
that Charity oblig'd him to look upon all 
Chriſtians, as his Brethren; as Children of 
the ſame Father, and Members of the ſame 
Family to which he belong'd; and conſe- 
quently, that he muſt not hate nor perſe- 
cute any of them: That he ought to lament 
their Diviſions, and do all that in him hy, 
to heal their Breaches, and cure their Ani- 
moſities; but ſtill, they had a right to his 
Charity, and to his Prayers. 

But Mr. Bonnell always expreſſes his own 
Senſe in the fitteſt Words, and in the clear- 
eſt manner. And this being a matter of 
great Moment, *tis to be hop'd, that the 
Judgment of one ſo eminent for Piety and 
Charity, will have its juſt Weight with every 
conſidering Reader. 

© Chriſtian Religion (ſays he) is but one: 
© The Belief of one Trinity in Uaity, and 
the Redemption of the World, by the In- 
Q. carnation 
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© carnation and Paſſion of the Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt ; and a Life anſwerable to this Be- 
© lief. This is the Ground and Subſtance 
© of it. But becauſe God has thought fit, 
for the Humbling of Men, to leave their 
Minds ſabje& to Error, (the Error of 
the Judgment not being Sin, but of the 
Will,) there have ariſen ſeveral differences 
among the Profeſſors of this one Religi- 
on; each endeavouring what they can (as 
is natural to Men, fond of their own 
productions) to raiſe the Merit of their 
© Differences; and to pretend them to be 
of more Eſſentialneſs, and Weight in Reli- 
gion, than indeed they are. Evil-minded 
© and Politick Men, knowing the Eagerneſs 
© of Mankind in Points of Religion, whet on 
© this Zeal to promote their worldly De- 
« ſions. The matter ſpreading, and many 
being engag'd in it, who have no Reli- 
gion at all, cry up theſe Differences as 
the Teſts and Soul of Religion. Thus 
the World runs into Factions, and good 
* Men ſilently wonder, and grieve. They 
© are ſenſible, that none of all theſe Diffe- 
© rences are Religion; and that the Zeal 
© of Abetting them, is nothing elſe but world. 
© ly Faction; that pious Men may abound 
© in their own Senſe, and may differ from 
© others in Matters of Judgment, (which 
are not inconſiſtent with the abovementi- 
* on'd Subſtance of Religion,) while with 
< Modeſty, Humility, and Submiſſion, they 
© keep them to themſelves. Thus all Pro- 
„ feflors 
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| feſſors of this one Religion may unite ; 
(4nd all true ones do unite in the Bond 
of Charity. But thoſe that inſiſt on thoſe 
Differences, with ſuch Zeal as they ſhould 
do on the Subſtance, have either no Reli- 
17 or almoſt none at all. Hence it is we 
a o often hear; Of what Religion are you ? 
As if there were ſeveral Religions in the 
Chriſtian World. In Sum, the Queſtion 
' ought not to be, Of what Religion ? But, 
f what Faction? They that run their 
Differences high, and inſiſt on them more 
than on the Subſtance, in which all true 
* Chriſtians agree; let them pretend what 
they will, are not Religious, but Fattions ; 
that is, have not Spiritual, but World- 
'ly Deſigns to ſerve; worldly Paſſions 
' to gratiſie. | 

In another Place, upon the ſame Subject, he 
expreſſes himſelf as follows. 

© There has been no Age of the Church, 
in which the Devil has not found means to 
bring in ſome Matter of Diviſion ; taking 
' occalion by Mens imperfe& Judgments,cor- 
'rupt Humours, Factiouſneſs, Irreligiouſ- 
' neſs, and worldly Deſigns. And in every 
Age, the Diviſion on foot ſeems weighty, 
and of great Importance, however light it 
Abe in it ſelf. And the Reaſon is, becauſe 
' this World is interwoven with it; world- 
' ly Profits, Advantages, and Honours, and 
1 Heats and Animoſities ariſing from 
* thence. 
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© But when theſe are ceas'd, an after. 
C P. to conſider the Differences in 
© cold Blood, and freedom from thoſe 
© cular Things that accompany'd them in : e 
© Times when they were on Foot; f 9 — 
© can't but admire at the Nee 0 _ 
© Men; and wonder what it was wee put — 
© them into ſuch Heats about fuch Tri 4 * 
The Reaſon plainly is, that worldly de- ON 
ſigning Men, knowing that 3 ou. 
mates Mens Zeal ſo much, as what re on oy 
to Religion, n 4 * 

Jotions of it: For Inſtance: 1.8 
c a the Governing, Part of a State, = ; = 
© a Mind to make more Room for t cir *. 
Friends, by excluding others from nk rak 42 
© Or, on the other Hand, if Men —_ m.. — 
bition to make themſelves Popular, an dy * 
* difference be ſow'd by the Devil (w * 1 
© the Sower of Tares) among the 9 8 
* hoth theſe Parties ſhall eſpouſe the oppo * 1 
© Part of this Difference; and endeavour r 
* rin down their Adverſaries, ** " 1 
Matter run ſo high in the Notion o a oy 
© Vulgar, as if Heaven and Damnation : jade 
© pended on it. Heretofore, the Church = 
communicated Infants, as thinking it - 1 
ceſſary to Salvation; now it * J pole 
Would it not be a ſad Thing, that * my 
© ſhculd be drawn in this 2 1. Seel 
either ſide? And yet how often is « * ao 
upon much leſs? How high did — ha * 
deſtinarian and Arminian wreath 1 
* but lately. And yet how flight _ 
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< ſeem now ? And how very idle, that Men 
© ſhonld fall out about what none of them 
© underſtand ? 

And what Mr. Bonnell's Principle and Pra- 
ctice was, with reſpe& to the Diviſions of 
the Church; we may learn from what in a- 
nother Place he ſays upon that Argument ; 
and which ſtill more fully proves the great- 
neſs of his Charity. 

A wiſeand good Man, whoſe Lot ſhould 
© be to dwell in a Place, where the People 
© were all bandy'd againft one another in 
© ſeveral Factions, being Families al} pro- 
© ceeding from one Stock, and all ally'd to 
© him; would make it his Buſineſs to car- 
* ry himſelf as indiffereatly between them 
© as he could; heartily grieving at their 
< Breach of Friendſhip, and pitying their 
* Animoſities : But being all his Relations, 
© he would, wherever he came, endeavour 
to ſow Peace among the differing Parties; 
dhe would eſpouſe none of their Intereſts, 
nor engage ia any of their Quarrels. But 
if he heard that Branch of the Family, which 
* was nearly related to him, with whom he 
* liv'd, and who, in his Opini.a, had the 
* juſteſt Cauſe, and moſt Right on their ſide : 
© If he heard that, I ſay, villify'd :and unjuſt- 
ly reproach'd, he would generouſly inter- 
* pole, and offer ſome 1noffenſive Apologies, 
© perhaps with fit Reprehenſions to the Ag- 
© greſſors. The Church of Chriſt is one 
* Body, but miſerably broken into ſeveral 
Factions, ſpringing from different Cauſes, 
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© according to the different Paſſions or In- 
© tereſts of Men. A wiſe and ſober Chri- 
© ſtian reckons himſelf truly ally'd to all, pi- 
© ties and grieves at their unhappy Diffe- 
© rences, and is very unwilling to make 
© himſelf a Party in their Quarrels, which 
© worldly and ill-minded Men on each ſide 
© have rais'd, or at leaſt fomented. He car- 
© ries himſelf indifferently among them, and 
© as one unconcern'd in their Childiſh Diſ- 
* putes. But if the Intereſt and Honour o 
© that Church, whereof he was born, and 
© livesa Member, be nearly concern'd ; he 
© interpoſes with the Gravity and Authority 
© of a Father : He reprehends and vindi- 
© cates, as one above the Contention, and net 
© as a Party but a Judge. 

I {hall conclude this Head of his Charity, 
with his own Deſcription of it: And never 
any knew it better, or practis'd it more. 

© Oh! What is this excellent Gift of Char:- 
© ty; without which, whoſoever Liveth, is 
© counted Dead before Thee ; or even gives 
his Body in Martyrdom for Thee, gains 
nothing? [It is even the whole Ornament 
© ofa Chriſtian Mind ; the Complex of Spi- 
© ritual Graces: It is to be Meek under 
* Injuries, and tenderly Compaſtonate to 
the Miſerable. It is to rejoice in the 
+ Good of all Men, and have a mean Opi— 
nion of our ſelves, our own Abilities and 
© Deſerts. *Tis to hate no Man; to treat 
none outragiouſly or bitterly. ?Tis to 
f be mere concern'd for the Good of o- 
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* thers, than our own Praiſe; never to be 
© tranfported in an undue Meaſure 3 never 
© to be captious, nor apt to take any thing 
© amiſs3 to mourn for every thing that is 
© Sin, and take exceeding Pleaſure in the 
© Good that any do ; to be difficult in En- 
© tertatining bad rts, and forward in 
© believing Good; unwilling to deſpair of 
© any, and to undervalue our own Pains to 
« procure their Benefit. . 

© This is to have the ame Mind hich 
© was in our Bleſſed Saviour, and reſemble 
* Him, as a Child reſembles his Parent. In 
* ſuch He is pleas'd, is ſatisfy'd and comfort- 
ed, over all the Troubles He has undergone 
* for our ſakes. Theſe only can be pleaſing 
* to Him, and thought worthy by Him to 
bear his Name. Whatever other good is 
done, (if any can be, without this Tem- 
per) is never own'd nor accepted by Him. 


Dear Jeſus, let me think on this Leſſon, 
* till Thou haſt graciouſly taught it my Soul; 
© that I may have the Honour to be like 


© Thee, whom I own for the Joy of my 
Heart, and the Delight and Support of my 
© Life. Amen. 


ty'd to diſcharge 
ſhip. And this we may juſtly reckon one of 
Mr. Bonnells Excellencies; that he was a 
molt ſincere, faithful, and zealous Friend; 
had all thoſe Qualities, which cou'd render 


his Friendſhip deſirable ; Firmneſs and Re- 
ſolution, 
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ſolution, Sincerity and Openneſs, Prudence 
and Candour, Generoſity and Love. He de- 
clin'd no Trouble nor Hazards to ſerve his 
Friends. He aſſiſted, he advis'd them in 
all their Difficulties and Doubts, and con- 
ſtantly pray'd for them. And he had one 
Property of a true Friend, very rarely to be 
met with, (becauſe true Friendſhip is ſo) 
which was, always to deal plainly with his 
Friends, and tell them what he diſlik'd in 
their Conduct: But this he did not in a 
haughty imperious Way, but with the pru- 
dent Endearments and Tenderneſs, as well 
as Sincerity ofa Friend; in ſuch a manner, 
as by his Reprooſs to oblige them, and fix them 
faſter to his Friendſhip. 

He was not long in this Kingdom before 
his Friendſhip was very much coveted ; and 
ſtill as he became more known, it was deſir'd 
the more. He was intimately acquainted 
with many of our Biſhops; but his chief 
Friends among them were, Doctor Dopping, 
late Lord Biſhop of Meath ; and Doctor Fo- 
ley, late Lord Biſhop of Down and Connor, 
who made Mr. Bonnell one of his Executors : 
The Deaths of theſe eminent Prelates he 
truly lamented, but much more for the 
Church's ſake than his own. Such were 
likewiſe Doctor MWetenbal, the preſent Lord 
Biſhop of XKilmore and Ardagh ; and Doctor 
King, Lord Biſhop of Derry: Their Lord- 
ſhips maintained a conſtant and moſt inti- 
mate Correſpondence with him: they con- 
ſulted him in moſt of their Affairs, w 

paid 
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paid a very great Deference to his Judgment; 
and ſtill ſpeak of his Virtues with a particu- 
lar Pleaſure. 

Among the Gentry, his Friendſhip was 
courted By moſt, who were ſo happy as to 
have any opportunity of doing it, and had 
a right reliſh of Learning cr Piety : But 
with ſome he contracted a great Iutimacy 
particularly the Honourable Sir * Robert King 
Baronet ; who has a particular Veneration 
for Mr. Bonnells Memory, ſpeaks of him 
with the greateſt delight, and ever ſince 
his Death has expreſſed longing Deſires of 
ſeeing his Life publiſh'd. To whom I ſhall 
only add, John Bulkley, and Jobn Reading, Eſqs; 


late of the City of Dablin; who, as with. 


Mr. Bonnell, they were comely in their Lives, 
ſo in their Deaths they were very little Divi- 
ded ; it having pleas'd God to take them both 
to himſelf in a ſhort time after Mr. Bonnell: 
So that, in leſs than three Months, the City 


of Dublin was deprived of three Gentlemen, 


who were eminent Patterns of Piety and 
Goodneſs. 

Many of the Phyſicians of Dublin were 
likewife his intimate Friends, which they 
would never have been, had they not been 
as Eminent for their Piety, as their Abili- 
ties in their own Profeſſion; and his Ac- 
quaintance was deſir'd, and Friendſhip court- 
ed by the moſt Conſiderable of the Clergy for 
Piety and Learning; ſeveral of whom ad- 
vis'd with him in their Difficulties and 
Doubts ; particularly where any Man's Con- 
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ſcience was concern'd; and always paid a 
great Regard to his Judgment. 
And indeed,fo well was the Character of his 


Excellencies confirm'd among us, ſo gene- 
rally was he known, eſteem'd, and lov'd in 
Ireland; ſo inoffenſive was his Life, ſo free 


from Cenſure or Blame; that | believe no 


private Man was ever more lamented. All 


Profeſſions joined in Teſtifying their Concern 
at his Death. It was look'd upon as a general 
Loſs; and many who had never Perſonally 
known him, bewail'd it. 

If we conſider Mr. Bonnell with reſpect to 


* Behaviourhis ſeveral Relations, we ſhall find him an ex- 


o his ſeveral 


cellent Pattern in every Duty ariſing from 
them. As he had been bleſſed with Religi- 
ous Parents, ſo he ever acknowledg'd his 
Obligations to their pious Care. They be- 
gan betimes to form his Mind to Religion: 
And as their Endeavours were ſo bleſsd 
from Above, that they made him a ſincere 
Servant to God; ſo of conſequence, a Duti- 
ful Son to themſelves, Thus, in one Place, 
he ſpeaks of his Parents, ſome Years before 
his Marriage. 

© My chiefeſt Benefactreſs on Earth, is my 
© Mother ; She hath brought me to Heaven : 
And bleſſed be the Memory of my Father, 
* which hath influenc'd my Life. I have no 
Children to bequeath theſe Bleſſings to, let 
them deſcend upon all the faithful Chil- 
© dren of Abraham; and diffuſe themſelves 
* the more, for not being confin'd to a ſingle 
Line, till after many Deſcents, they ſhall 
© come 
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© come at laſt, to meet themſelves at the 
great Day of Jubilee. O all ye that love 
God, this is my Legacy : The Bleſſing de- 
* ſcended on me from my Father and Mother, 
© I leave among you. 


If we conſider Mr. Bonnell either as a Son Goyernonrs, 


of the Church, or a Subject of the State; 
he had all thoſe Qualities, which, were the 

univerſal, would render our Church and 
Country Flouriſhing and Happy. He pur- 
ſu'd no private Deſigns, had no Ambition 
to gratifie, fell in with none of our Parties: 
and was not only free from Faction, but all 
Suſpicion of it. He offer'd up his daily Pray- 
ers for all our Governours, both Spiritual and 
Temporal; and was very rarely knowa 
to condema their Actions, or cenſure their 
very Faults. And in all Caſes of Difficulty 
and Doubt, with relation to Government, he 
ſtill begg'd Direction from Above, That his 
Mind might be inlighten'd, and his Conſcience 


guided by the Divine Spirit; and that God would 
Inſtruct him, and all his true Servants, to Fudge 


righteous Judgment. 


If we conſider him as a Husband, no Man Wife, 


ever expreſs'd more Tenderneſs and real 
Love. He ever found ſome new Way to 
ſhew his Kindneſs, ſome peculiar Methods of 
Obliging. In every Illneſs of his Wife's, 
he ſenſibly ſuffer'd with her; and whenever 
ia his Sickneſs ſhe gave him any Aſſiſtance, 
he always made freſh and kind Acknow- 
ledgments of her Care: And what was more, 
he 1aſtruQed, he aſſiſted her for Heaven, 
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calling daily upon her to join in Prayers and | 


Praiſes to God with him. 


His Servants he treated with the ſame Ci- 


vility, as if they had ſerv'd him out of good 
Will, and not for Maintenance and Reward. 


And when they were Sick, he behav'd him- 


ſelf to them, rather as a Father, than a Ma- 
ſter; omitting no Expence nor Care which 


were neceſſary for their Recovery; And not 


only providing for their Bodies, both in 
Health and Sickneſs, but being a faithful In- 


ſtructor and Monitor to their Souls. And thoſe 


who had been his Parents Servants, or at- 
tended him in his Childhood, and at School, 
were ever after the Objects of his charitable 
Kindneſs: He ſupported them when in 
Want, aud took Care of their Children when 
they could do nothing for them. 

In a Word, all his Friends and Relations, 
all who deſired, or any way needed his Help, 
he ſtudy'd to Aſliſt and Relieve ; treating 
them with the moſt obliging Civility; com- 
torting them when in Affliction or Trouble; 
reproving them when in Sin; and ſupplying 
them when in Want: And all this, without 
any other View or Deſign, than the conſci- 
entious Diſcharge of his own Duty; and that 
by all the Services he was able to do them, he 
might engage them in the Service of his great 
Maſter, and make them his Fellow-Candidates 
for Heaven. 

I have thus given a Faithful, tho' Imper- 


felt Repreſentation of Mr. Bonnell's Virtues ; 


and am perſwaded, that the Picture bears 
ſome 
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ſome Reſemblance to its Original, whatever 
its particular Defects may be; which are the 
fewer, that ſo much of it is the Work of 
his own maſterly Hand. And no doubt the 
Whole will fufficiently convince us, That 
his Piety and Goodneſs were of a Strain very 
rarely to be met with ; and that the more 
we make him our Rule and Pattern, both in 
Religious and Civil Life, the nearer we ſhall 
come to Perfection. 


Womb, and to have had his firſt Dawnings 
of Reaſon inlightned by Grace. He made 
early and quick Improvements in Knowledge 
and Learning, greater in Religion and Piety. 
He began his Journey to Heaven in the 
Morning of Life, and remembred his Creator 
in the Days of his very Childhood. He had 


Noble and Generous Thoughts of God, 


join'd with the humbleſt, Ioweſt Thoughts 
of himſelf; and a moſt inflam'd Love to 
our Bleſſed Saviour, And by theſe Princi- 
ples were his Life and Actions influenc'd and 
govern'd : For in God he plac'd his Confi- 
dence and Truft; to God he reſign'd him- 
ſelf, his Concerns, and very Deſires. With 
the loweſt Humility he ſubmitted to his 
Will, and with unparalle'd Patience bore 
his Corrections. In Silence he underwent 
Pain and Anguiſh, or, if he ſpake, 'twas all 
Prayers and Praiſes. His Devotions had their 
daily Returns with the San; nor was it more 
con- 
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conſtant in its Courſe than They : Prayet 
was the Entertainment of his Health, and 
Support of his Sickneſs, his greateſt Delight 
and Joy. He ſaw clearly through the Vanity 
of Life, and wiſely conſider'd, how ſhort- 
liv'd and unſatisfying all its Pleaſures are; 
and therefore propos'd to himſelf a nobler 
End; and, by an active Faith, Iook'd beyond 
the Grave. There he ſaw Joys which can 
never fail; upon which he entirely fix'd his 
Heart, and all the Bent of his Deſires ; and 
continued conſtant at every Duty, which 
might help him forward towards the happy 
Manſions of Eternal Pleaſures. 

In his Converſation, there was an eaſie 
Cheerfulneſs, mix'd with A Religious Gra- 
vity, ſomething that commanded and pleas'd 
at once: And in all his Actions, in his Meen 
and Behaviour, there appear'd an humble 


Modeſty, a natural Openneſs and Sincerity : 


Nothing that was dark or deſigning, aſſu- 
ming or vain, poſitive or moroſe; but all 
Plainneſs, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs. He la- 
bour'd with great Application to bring his 
Paſſions to a ready Submiſſion to the DiRates 
of Grace and Reaſon ; and by the happy Me- 
thods he us'd, gain'd a mighty Conqueſt over 
them. He fix'd them upon proper Objects, 
and kept them within narrow Bounds: Or, 
if he ever allowed them greater Liberty, it 
was when, warmed by an active Zeal, he endea- 
vour'd the Advancement of Piety, and the 
Suppreſſion of Vice. 
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With reſpect to the other Duties of the 


1 Chriſtian Life, his Juſtice was unſhaken, his 
Integrity unſuſpected. Intereſt loſt all Powet 


where Duty was concern'd ; and he was aſ- 
ſaulted by it, as a Rock is by the Sea, its 


Waves are broken, but the Rock ſtands 


firm and unmov'd. His Hands were never 
ſullied with diſputable Gain, nor his Heart 
infected with any kind of Fraud. Slander 
and Detraction bore no part in his Con- 
verſation ; and he put the beſt Conſtructions 
upon Actions they were capable of bear- 
ing. 

He had a true Chriſtian Concern for the 
Souls and Bodies of Men, and did all that 
in him lay to fupply the Wants of both. He 
was Zealous for the Church whereof he was 
a Member, yet charitable to thoſe who 
differ'd from him: And his very Enemies 
ſhar'd in his Love, his Compaſſion, and his 
Prayers. It was his daily Study to be uſeful 
tothe World, and to do Good to Mankind ; 
and he never rejoiced more, than when Pro- 
vidence gave him an Opportunity of Com- 
forting any in Diltreſs, or Relieving any 
in Want. 

As to his Relations, there could not be 
a more dutiful obliging Son, a more tender 
and indulgent Husband, a more faithful 
and zealous Friend; making his Friends 
Concerns, in the kindeſt manner, his own ; 
ſharing in their Sorrows and Joys, and de- 
clining no Pains to do them Good in their 
Fortunes, their Characters, and Souls. Our 
Go- 
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Governours could not deſire a better Subject, 


nor our Church a better Member ; ſubmitting 
to her Authority, waiting upon her Service; 
and reverencing her Laws, and adorning all 
by a Heavenly Example. i | 

And tho? he always ſtudy'd to be little 
known, yet ſuch Excellencies could not be 
hid; he was known, and juſtly valu'd; he 
was honour'd by the Bad, and beloy'd by 
the Good of every Perſuaſion. He was re- 
garded by the Great, and conſulted by the 
Wiſe. A general Love attended him in his 
Life, and as general Sorrow waited on him to 
his Grave. 


to all competent Judges to determine, if he 
was not a truly great fan, according to all 
juſt Notions of Greatneſs, which can never 
be ſeparated from Piety and Goodneſs ? And 
whether many, who are reckon'd Heroes in 


the Records of Time, don't fall ſhort of him 
in many Inſtances of ſubſtantial Virtue. | 
For wherein did their Greatneſs princi- | 
J Deligh 


pally conſiſt, but in raiſing a Duſt, and 
making a Noiſe in the World ? In command- 
ing Armies, and laying Countries waſte ? 
In committing AQs of Violence and Cruelty, 


and doing much Miſchief to Mankind? 


W hereas his Principles led him on to make 
All rejoice, but None mourn ; to do Men 


Good in their valvable Concerns, in their | 


Fortunes, their Bodies, but chiefly in their 
Souls. He ſtudy'd to tranſcribe in his Life, 
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Ia the imitable Perfe&ions of God; and to 
be truly Great, by reſembling, as much as poſ- 


ſible, that infinite Fountain of Greatneſs and 
Goodneſs. | 

And from the fame Account of Mr. Bon- 
els Piety, and the ſeveral Inſtances given 
of his Virtues, we may ſee how glorious 
Chriſtianity appears, when it duly influences 
our Lives, and governs our Actions: when 
it ſmooths our native Roughneſs, and ſoftens 
us into Love and good Nature, Humi- 
lity and Meekneſs, Gentleneſs and Charity: 
Whea it enlightens the Head with exalted 


Thoughts of God, and warms the Heart with 
J his Love and Fear: When it opens our 
Mouths in Prayers and Praiſes, our Hands 

to the Poor, and our Doors to Strangers : 


When it plants a firm Faith in the Soul, 
which is fruitful in producing all Graces and 
When it arms us with ſteady 
Juſtice and Truth, unſhaken Conſtancy, and 
invincible Patience: When it exalts us a- 
bove the World; gives ns juſt Sentiments of 


Jits Vanity, and ſtrong Deſires after unſeen 


Delights: When it enlarges our Proſpect 


I beyond the Grave, and preſents the ſpiritn- 


al World to our View, and fills us with 
enlivening Hopes of being for ever Happy 
there: When theſe Hopes ſo powerfully 


act upon our Souls, that we can be unconcern'd 


Spectators of humane Greatneſs, and deſire 
filently and calmly to paſs thro” this World: 
Ina Word, when Chriſtianity makes us live, 


0 


converſe, and act here, as this great * 
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of Piety before us did: It is then that it 
ſhines with an irreſiſtible Beauty, and ra- 


viſhes all, who attentively behold it, with its 
Charms. | 


May we not likewiſe learn from what has 


been ſaid of Mr. Bonnell's ſtrict Life, and 


conſtant Diſcharge of every religious Duty; Ines © 


that Religion is no impoſſible Work, when | righteo 
And that the . 7 
Difficulties of Piety, and Preſſures of tem- Iliness:; 
poral Affairs, are no reaſonable Excuſe for 1-ſoif 
neglecting the Duties of it, For here we I Piun 


have an Inſtance of one, who reconciled a a 


we in earneſt ſet about it: 


only Scenes of true Devotion: For what is 
that, but putting our Candle under a Buſhel, 


and not letting it ſhine before Men ? Whereas | 


Mr. Bonnell,like Enoch, walked with God amidſt 
the Throng of daily Buſineſs; the private 
Cares of a Family, and the conſcientious Diſ- 


charge of a weighty Employment. Let this 
then ſilence our Complaints of Religion, and 


turn them all againſt our ſelves, and make 
us own, that we want not Time to ſerve God, 
but Zeal; and that we have not too much 
Buſineſs, but too little Grace. 


From 
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World 
made It 


with tt 
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J make 1 
Life of Religion and Buſineſs together; Who noo | 
omitted no Office of civil Life, nor Act of Boaſtin 
Devotion; who liv'd in the midſt of temporal 
Affairs, yet had his Converſation in Heaven. 
Here we may ſee what miſtaken Notions they 


have, who think a Wilderneſs or a Cell, the Ry 
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From the foregoing Life may we not 


J farther learn, what little Ground there 
is for ſpiritual Pride and Vanity in the 


World? Here we ſee a Perſon, Who 


J made it his conſtant Study to deny Ungod- 
Jlineſs and worldly Luſts,and to live ſoberly, 
Jrighteouſly and Godly; yet did all this 
Jvith the profoundeſt Humility and Low- 
Ilineſs; none could have meaner Thoughts 
Jof himſelf; none could he farther from 
Ideſpiſing others: Let this Conſideration 
JI make us, who fall vaſtly ſhort of him in 
Inany Inſtances of Goodneſs, inſtead of 
J Boaſting of our Righteouſneſs, or TFruſt- 
Jiog in it, as the proud Phariſee did, uſe 


the humble Language of the Publican, and 


Jay, God be merciful to us Sinners! 


And is it not for the Honour of the Re- 


J 'orm'd Religion, that it can give ſuch an In- 


ſtance (and bleſſed be God, that many others 


can be given likewiſe, ) of all that ſtri& 


ſevere Piety which the Romaniſts pretend to, 
as only to be found in their Religious Hon- 
ſes? Sure I am, that were the Lives of their 
moſt celebrated Saints, compar'd with this 
Gentleman's Character, (if they can be cal- 
led Lives, which are ſo full of Fable, ) a ma- 
nifeſt difference would ſoon appear. Here 
all that Strictneſs in Reality, to which many 
of them were only Pretenders: But withal, 
2 Piety that was rational and ſober ; prudent 
and intelligible ; meek aud charitable ; uſe- 
ful to the World, and charming ia it ſelf : 
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A Piety, that was not clouded by Melancho- 
ly, nor diſturb'd with Superſtition, 


fiaſm, and other fooliſh Paſſions: A) Piety, — 
bring 
and deſigning; but was temper'd/ with the immo 
at 
oy, Peace, Long ſuſfering, Goodneſs, 


and Faith, which are the genuine Fruits of 
: be, dic 


that was not ſupercilious and proud 


Aeekneſs and Lowlineſs of Chriſt : 


Love and 7 


the Spirit of God. 


Her L 


and F 


Muft it not alſo be matter of great Joy 
to the Church of England, to fee all its 
Principles and Laws, ſo truly tranſcribed | 


in the Life of one of its excellent Sons? JL. 
Here is all that generous Piety, that unbound- this ſe 


ed Charity and Love, which are ſo remark- 


able in our Church. Here is Religion in its 


native Beauty, and moſt charming Dreſs; 


as it bears the greateſt Reſemblance to its 
J Pleaſu 


divine Founder; and has molt of God, and 


Chriſt, and Heaven 1n it. 
behold a Church of England Man, who has 


And would we 


—_—_ 
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all the Accompliſhments She can give him; 


who has fully 


imbib'd her Doctrine, and 


gives himſelf up to the Conduct of her Laws; 
who joins daily in her Devotions, and re- 
ceives the Holy Sacrament from her Hands ; 


is acted by her primitive Spirit; who ho- 


nours her Laws, and lives up to her Pre- 


cepts : Conſider Mr. Bonnell well, and it is 
He. 
and her Misfortunes he be wail'd: He ſaw 
her Conſtitution Primitive and Apoſtolical; 

| Her 


ty ho partakes of her extenſive Charity, and 


This Church he honour'd and lov'd ; | 
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Her Doctrine, Pure; Her Service, Rational 
and Heavenly: But lamented that ſo ma- 
Iny, who call themſelves by Her Name, ſhou'd 
bring ſo much Scandal upon Her, by their 
JI immoral Lives. But what he could not a- 
mend in others, he ſtudy'd to prevent in 
IJ himſelf; and effectually ſhew'd to all who 
J knew him, how glorious our Church would 
be, did all who own her Authority come up 
Ito her Principles in their Lives. 


And now at laſt, to come to a Concluſion, 


J1 would deſire every one, who conſiders the 
I Life of this excellent Man, to ask themſelves 
I this ſerious Queſtion : Whether, all things 
J duly weigh'd, chis World, and the next; 
the ſhortneſs of Life, and the Eternity to 
follow; they would not rather Live and 
Die like Mr. Bonnell; enjoy the preſent 
I Pleaſures of his Virtues, and be entitled to 
their exceeding great Reward ; than act 
one of the moſt buſie Parts of Humane 
lite; than poſſeſs whatever the moſt bound- 
IJ leſs Ambition can crave; than make the 
JI greateſt Noiſe and Figure in the World? 
For what is this ſhort Life, and all its poor 
. J Concerns ? It appears, and is gane; flies like 
J Shadow, and vaniſhes as a Dream. Who 
then that is truly Wiſe, would loſe the ſub- 


itantial Joys of a good Conſcience; that 
Peace, thoſe Comforts which Religion gives; 


and chiefly, thoſe enlivening Hopes of Im- 


mortality and Glory, which are the happy 
Conſequents of Piety : on Glitter a while 
3 = 
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in the World, be the Subject of Talk, and 
gaz d at by the Multitude; to ſtrike our Fel- 


low Creatures with Terror, and gratifie our 
quickly does 
give 


Pride and Vain- glory? How 
a Death Bed cure us of theſe Follies ; 


us a new Taſt and Reliſh of Things, take off 


the thick Scales which ſt ick to our Eyes, and 


the falſe Colours of worldly Glory; till it 
appears in its native Littleneſs and Defor- 
mity, and at laſt vaniſnes into nothing? Then 
ſhall we be convinc'd, (O why are we not 
before ! ) that there's no Wiſdom like ſecu- 
Ting our eternal Intereſt ; nor Madneſs, like 
loſing our Souls, though we got the whole | 


World in Exchange. 


But ſuch a Life as Mr. Bonnells was, f 
brings every Day new Delights to the Soul: 


The Pleaſures it gives increaſe with Time 
improve upon Enjoyment, and leave no un- 
grateful Reliſh upon the Mind. A Soul fo 


v wa 


reſign'd to God, is calm amidſt all the 


Storms of Fortune, and Diſorders of the 


World; is not afraid of Men, nor diſturb'd | 
at evil Tidings ; but goes quietly through a | 
World of Noiſe and Vanity; knowing that | 
tis under the Care of infinite Power and 


Wiſdom; and {till has Heaven in its View: 


Heaven! that End of all Labonurs ! and San- | 


ctuary from Trouble and Sin! That Eternal 
Retreat from Grief, from Miſery and Pain! 
The Reſidence of God, and Apgels, and 
happy Spirits! A Soul firmly fx'd upon 
feaven and Heavenly Things, pities the 
P vain 
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; vain Deſigns and reſtleſs Purſuits of Man- 


kind; and wonders that ſo much Time and 


i Labour ſhould be thrown away, upon what 
can never profit, 


and very imper fectly 
pleaſe; which well employ'd, might ſecure 
preſent Tranquillity and Peace, with a happy 
Reverſion of endleſs Joy and Glory. Such 
a happy Son] knows and conſiders, that moſt 
of theſe reſtleſs and aſpiring Mortals, ſhall 
be ſnatch'd away in the midſt of their Pro- 
jects and Hopes; and then, full of Anguiſh 
and vain Remorſe, ſhall ſadly wiſh, that they 
had minded this World leſs, and the other 
more. 

If then the Caſe be really ſo ; if Religion 
be our only Happineſs, and Piety our tru- 
eſt Wiſdom : The Uſe we ſhould make of 
this great Example of all theſe is, to be- 
wail the Imperfections of our Graces, the 
Coldneſs of our Devotions, and the many 
Defects of all our religious Performances; 
when compar'd with his exalted Piety, his 
deep Humility, his flaming Zeal and Love. 
This Conſideration ſhou'd check our touring 
Thovghts, and keep us from over-rating 
our own Worth, which falls ſo vaſtly ſhort 
of his; who yet was as low in his own 
Efteem, as he was high in that of others. 
But chiefly, his Example ſhould enflame 
our Zeal, and fet every Faculty in Motion 
ſhould make us earneſt in our Prayers for his 
Graces, and in our Endeavours to imitate 
R 4 his 


248 


The Exemplary LIFE of 


his Virtues; that we may at laſt ſhare in | 
his Reward. 

And ſince Angels rejoice at the Con- 
verſion of Sinners; and ſince Mr. Bonnells 
Zeal for Souls, was ſo great in his imperfect 
State; and no doubt is now refin'd in- 


to a ſeraphic Flame: We cannot but 


hope, that if either his Writings, or his 
Life, be inſtrumental in turning one Sinner 


from his evil Ways; or confirming any in 
their good Purpoſes and Actions; it will 


add to his Joy, and improve his Glory in 


Heaven. 


And we need not queſtion, but we ſhall | 
partake in his Happineſs; and join for erer 
with him in that Work of Praiſe, which was 
his moſt delightful Exerciſe below, and is a 
great Part of his Reward above: If with 
his Diligence and Care, we watch over our 
Hearts, our Tongues, and Steps: If with 
the Fervours and Humility of his Soul, we 
pray for Grace and Strength from God to 


walk in the Divine Laws and Command— 
ments; and particularly, to be kept (as he 
in one Place expreſſes it) from ſpeaking 4 


vain or proud Thing, doing an unjuſt Thing, or 


thinking an impure Thing. 

In ſhort, if, like him, we would be Hap- 
Py, like him, we muſt be Wiſe. Not ac- 
cording to the miſtaken Wiſdom of this World, 
which is Fooliſhneſe with God: But that Wiſ- 
dom which is from Above; which ade 
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from the Father of Lights, and God of all 
Grace. And St. Famess Deſcription of that 
on- Wiſdom, gives us Mr. Bonnell's Character 
sin very few Words: For he was Pure and 
et Peaceable; Gentle, and eaſie to be Entreated; 
in- full of Mercy and good Fruits; without Par- 
ut tiality, and without Hypocriſie, lam. iii. 17. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


TOUCHING THIS 
Sermon and its Subject. 


HE following Sermon was 
drawn up and preach'd in much 
haſt ; My dear Friend's Death 
BY being agreat Surpriſe to Me, 
who was then but juſt come up 
rom my Home, into the City, 

and very full of Buſineſs, which 
had been as Ovnerpetied as it was of Concern- 
ment to me. From ſuch haſt and diſcompoſure 
it neceſſarily came to paſs, that I could neither 
do the numerous Congregation I was to Preach 
to, that Service; nor the Deceaſed, that Fuſtice, 
which I willingly would have done to both. But 
having endeavoured what I could, in thoſe Cire 
cumſtances, and finding my poor Performance 
accepted; I could not deny a Copy of it ( ſuch 
as it was) to the Importunity of ſome, whoſe 
Grief and Weakneſs ſuffer*d them not to be Hear- 


ers: Nor do I think it reaſonable now, at the 
Inſtance. 
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Inſtance of the ſame Perſons, to withſtand the 
Publication of it; which is but a poor Du 
to the Memory of one, whom I loud ſo highly, 
and knew ſo well. 

I am heartily glad to ſee a more perfect De- 
lineation of this great Example, from the Hand 
of one, who had more Time, and better Inſorma- 
tions, tham could then be obtait'd by me. Aid 
however ſome may think, that both the Author of 
the foregoing Life, and my Self, have ſet our 
Deceaſed Friend's Character above what there was 
real ground for; I muſt take the Liberty ſacred- 
ly to Proteſt, that I think we have both' hitherto 
come ſhort of his intrinſic Worth. 

Had I not had a very high Senſe thereof, J 
ſhould not have choſen the Text I have made uſe 
of, for the Diſcourſe at his Funeral : My firſt 
Subject would not have anſwered my ſecond : 
But I truly believed, that if ever Soul on Earth 
felt it ſelf United to that glorious Company of 
the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect above, 
his Soul did. I had had for ſeveral Tears, (as of- 
ten as we could meet,) moſt intimate Conver- 
ſation with him; and when we were diſtant 
from one another, noleſs conſtant Correſpondence 
by Letters: And 1 mnſt profeſs, 1 have often 
been warmed, and almoſt tranſported,even by his 
Letters, as well as his Diſcourſe: Nor have I, 
among the many Acquaintances I have had, met 
with any of ſo devout and heavenly a Spi- 
rit, one Perſon only excepted, who, ] hope, is yet 
in the Land of the Living; and I pray God be 
long may be ſo. 

I can ſcarce think there is any ſerious —_— 
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| liced Perſon, that, but in 4 tolerable Degree 


wr ſon of Tow | 


(ever the 
I frifteff Senſe of the P — — truly 4 
Citizen of the New Jeruſalem. His Temper, 
" Dijcourſe, (than Ae commonly there is no- 
thing more ſhews the Abundance of the Heart) 
His whole Life, and all his Actions; his way 


be true to his own Senſe of Nun that 


ef Converſmg in the World, and in 's ſort, his 


very Mien, * him ſuch. A ſweet and un- 
affect od. — of this . World appeared in 


1 his Behavidur. ous far as I have been able to 
] fee or learn, in all the Opportunities he had to 


enrich himſelf, (which were not a few) Money 
neither ſtuck to his Fingers nor his Hearts He 
liv'd in the midſt of much Buſtneſe; (and the great 
eſt Part of it very troubleſome) with a Mind ful 
of compoſedweſs 5 with Aﬀettions free from being 
entangled_ by earthly Concernments, or the fecret 
Vi cecherafi of ſeen and ſublunary Goods. 

His Soul was above the Frowns of great Ones, 
as well as the Careſſes of the common hes ; faithful 
to all, in what was their true Intereſt. His ſingular 
Prodmcs and Dexterity in managing that great 
and neceſſary (tho* moſt difficult and commonly 
unwelcome) Office of Reproof, has been touched by 
the Hand I before mentioned. I could relate ſome 
happy Inſtances thereof, did not the Circumſt an- 
ces of ſome Survivor make it inconvenient. 

IT will add thereto, the mention of only one other 
holy Art, which he was as great a Maſter of, as 
any I have known, Let the Company wherein he 
was, be talking of whatſoever they happened to ns 


my 2 


** 


An Advertiſement, &. 


on; he would, without Affect ation, very natu- 
rally, and not ſtraining any thing ſaid for a Con- 
nexion, bring about the Diſcourſe to religions and 
profitable Subjeits. I have admired his Facility 
and godly Simplicity herein: And 1 cannot for- 
bear recommending the Study of ſuch * Con- 
ver ſat ion, to all ſerious Chriſtians; eſp 
Clergy-Men, and that with more than common 
Care, in their Lord*s-Day Table Talk, and or- 
dinary Viſits on that Day, if they make any. 
There were many other Perſonal Excellencies, 


in which my deceaſed Friend was eminent, that! 


may not, and I am glad I need not, particularly 
inſiſt on in this Place. In ſhort, I am truly of 
opinion, that in the beſt Age of the Church on 
Earth, had he lived therein, he would have paſſed 


for a Saint, and a very exemplary Perſon, And 
1 ſeriouſly pray, that any who ſeem to envy him | 
the Charatter that has been given him, (for ſome | 
ſuch I am ſenſible there may be) may not fall ſhort 


of one half of his Virtues. 


| Theſe are (bona fide) the real Sentiments of, 
good Re ader, | 


Thy true Friend and Servant 
in our Lord Chriſt Jeſus, 


E. Killmore and Ardagh. 
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Tweaty third Verſe, Ana to the 


Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect. 


HE Eloquent and Learned Au- 
= NE was in an ordinary Courſe of At- 
2 STAY tainment, as well as extraordi- 
E229 narily Inſpired) whether St. 
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and Evangelical Diſpenſation ; that is, God's 
Method or Form of managigg t £ L-HvEnant 
under the Law, and under the And 
having ſtated both, he, by the Baie af /fuch Þ 
Compariſon, all along aſſerts. 688 55 9. 
great Tranſcendency of the GoſßeèfDHpen- 
ſation above that of the Law. 

This he does, even in a conſiderable Part 
of the Chapter whence I have taken theſe | 
Words; making the Rcſult of the Compari- 
fon, an Argument to aggravate Mens Diſ- 
obedience to the Goſpel, above the old Fews 
Diſobedience to the Law. 

The Point on which the Compariſon here 
runs is, the manner of the Publication of each. 
The Delivery of the Law was dreadſul, or with 
moſt amazing Terrors; withal threatned to 
be fatal to ſuch who ſhould but touch the 
Mountain whence it was pronounced: All put 
together, the Terrors ſuch, that they who heard 
it, could not endure to d it again. But the 
Promulgation of the Goſpel was Calm, Sweet, 
Charming, and every way Salutary ; ſuch, 
which not only enamonred all its Hearers 
with what they heard, but endeared to them 
the very Places where it was delivered ; the 
Perſons who were ſent to deliver it; and e- 
ven the whole Society and Multitude of them, 
who were Partakers of thoſe ble ſſed Tidings, 
making them all, however diftant, one Body 


by Union of Hearts, mutually tran ported, and 


made the happier by one another's growing 
Happineſs. This is the Sum of Verf. 18, 19, 
20. and to the end of the 24th Verſe. 

Pare 
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Particularly in Ver. 18, and ſo for fout 


IVerſes together, he ſets forth the aſtoniſhing 


: 
. 


2 
| 


- 


„ 3 
* * 


| 


Manner wherein the Law was delivered : 
From a Mount that indeed might be touch'd or 


Alt, (lnaagzauiyp.) la its own Nature It was, 
J:s any other Bodies, an object of Feeling; 
but yet it burned with Fire, and was declared 
ſat that time ſo holy, that it might not be 


touched for, If ſo much as a Beaſt touch it, 


(ey, by actual Contact preſſed it) the Beaſt Exod. XIX-· 11 


ſhould be ſtoned, or thruſt through with a Dart: 12, 13: 


And to enhance the Dreadfulneſs of all, while 
the Law was about to be dehvered, and in 


the very Delivery of it, Blackneſs and Dark- 


nee, ſays our Author; Thundering and Lig hi- 
ning, and a thick Cloud, ſays Moſes, were upon 
the Mount. And from thence the Sound of 4 


ken to thera any more, for they could not endure 


that which was commanded. So terrifying a 


Scene was the Promulgation of the Law on 


A 
5 
3 
E 


b 
8 
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j 


Mount Sinai. | 

Then, on the other hand, in three Ver- 
les, (viz. 22, 23, 24.) he repreſents the Na- 
ture of our Calling under the Goſpel. Te 


are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the Cir 
ef the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; to 


an innumerable Company of Angels; tothe Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Church of the Firft-born, which 
are written in Heaven; and to God, the Judge 
of Al; and to the Spirits of Tuſt Men made per- 
ſect; and to Feſus, the Mediator of the new Co- 
venant; and to the Bloed of Sprinkling; that 


S 2 ſpeaketh 


Trumpet, and the Voice of Words, which they that ue 16; 
heard, entreated that the Word ſheuld not be ſpo- ; 
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ſpeaketh better Things than that of Abel. Al 
theſe glorious Eminencies of the Evangelical 
State, above the Law, are verified to Chri- 
ſtian People even in the preſent mortal Life 
for herein are we initiated and incorporated 
into the City of the Living God, which is his 
Church, the ſpritual Mount Sion, Herein we 
have the Knowledge of an unſeen World,“ 
wherein, we are taught, are an innumerable| pea: 
Company of Angels: And both they have more ver 
Communion with Us, and conſequently we! paſſed 
with them, than we are aware of. - Herein] Houſe 
are we aſſured, That the Souls of Saints de- Such 
parted, are in a Paradiſical State above | 1. p 
That the Spirits of Juſt Men made perfect, are} none « 
one Part ot the Heavenly Inhabitants. ſo pur 

But much more will all theſe Things be ve- on ſec: 
rified ro us, and in us, when we our ſelves} Poſſibl 
ſhall have ſhot the great Gulph, and be tran- fain Si 
ſported into that World of bleſſed Spirits. to ſun 
And with regard to this latter Condition, ity o 
which we hope for, ſhall I take theſe Words ſomett 
and conchnde thence this Propoſition: are ſec 

It will be one Branch and Advantage of our be tur 
Felicity in Heaven, that we ſhall there enjoy th and en 
Society of the Spirits of juſt Men made per- f intellec 
fect. ſeparate 

For opening and making good hereof, >eale, 
there are two Points neceſſary to be ſtated] have b 
or two Difficulties to be reſolved. Comfo 


I. What Perfection the Spirits of juſt Meng Condit 
fearful 


II. 


ceived to attain to. 


Il 
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( u. What Happineſs their Society can be there 
Ane vs, their Chriſtian Brethren, when gather- 

icall led to them. | 
; #1, As to the Firſt of theſe, What Perfection 
: = Spirits of juſt Men, while ſeparated from 
che Body, may be conceived: to attain to. 

ie This may be reſolved ia three Particulars. 
we I. It is one Step to berfection, that in that 
rId, ſeparate Eſtate, the Spirits are ſtripe of all the 


able Impediments and Diſturbances of their Perfection. 


Divers of theſe, our Souls are here encom- 
we paſſed with, as long as they inhabit theſe 
rein} | Houſes of Clay, which we call our Bodies. 
de. Such are, 

1. All ſinful Infirmities The Hearts of 
ares none of the Saints, in the preſent Eſtate, are 
i ſo purged, but ſome Remains of Corrupti- 
ve- on ſecretly lurk in them, or cleave to them. 
Ives} Poſſibly, ſome unhappy Propenkties to cer- 
ran- tain Sins; ſome eaſiueſs or aptneſs to yield 
rits. to ſundry Temptations; ſome Vanity or Le- 
ion, vity of Mind: If none of theſe, yet at leaſt 
rds. ſomething of Affection to the Things that 

are ſeen; ſome Averſation and Loathneſs to 
our be turned Naked into an unknown World, 
the and entertained with none bur inviſible and 
per- intellectual Objects. Nothing is there, in the 

ſeparate Eſtate, expected, or to come from 
eof. Senſe, from which, notwithſtanding, here we 
ted. have been accuſtomed to take in moſt of our 

Comforts. This kind of abſtra& and ſtript 
Ven! Condition, Fleſh and Blood is ſomewhat 
con I fearful to enter into. But from this, a- 
S 3 mongſt 
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mongſt other Infirmities, the firſt Step int 
the unſeen World delivers vs. As ſoon ad 
we are there, and dyring the ſeparate Eſtate 
farewel all Infirmities of or from Senſe, fo 
farewel Senſe it ſelf, all its Organs . layc 
aſide for that preſent Eſtate. CLUEF q 
A ſecond fort of Hindrances to Perfedi. 
on, are Penal Infirmities'; all-ſuch bodily In) 
felicities, which befal us as the Puniſnment off: 
our Sins; Faintneſs, Feebleneſs, Decay of 

Spirits, Pains, Diſeaſes, and other Indiſpoſi- 
tions, by which - the Body becomes unfit and} 
unable to hold Pace with the Soul, or to ſerve} 
and concur in its Actions. Oftentimes a Man“ 
cannot eat a Meal, but he is unfit for the Du- 
ties of his common or chriſtian Calling 
The Supplying the Neceſſities of Nature 
wm— ( Animam-quoque prag ravat, | 
Atque affigit humi Divina Particulan auræ,) 
loads the Soul, and faſtens to Earth that 
rt of the Divine Nature. Nat to mention 
ere, the Perplexities of Mens particular Af. 
fairs; our almoſt incredible croſſing and 
thwarting one another, and udiers other- I thoſ 
ways preying mutually opon Time and Life, Day 
and waſting one another's good Hours. Ve- Gro1 
rily the Impediments of.” Perfection, which Chri 
ariſe from our outward Circumſtaytes,':Con- F] ſhall 
ditions, and both Jawful and mecefflary Em- Cor! 
ployments of Life, are ahnoft-1gaumerable. | felve 
But of theſe, the ſeparate Statt rids us alſo. ] and 
Yea, and of a more trouble ſome ſort of Evils, only 
which (however Ee e may juſtiy 2nd. 
5 reckon ſepar 
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reckon achongſt the Pena Infirmities of our 
mortal State; namely, Doubts and Fears, both 
as to our pteſent and future Condition. We 
ſee not in our ſelves perhaps, that Sanctity 
we deſite; we feel not always hat Strength 
of Faith, that Warmth of Love, that Aſſu- 
rance of Hope, with which we remember God 
fometimes to have favoured us. On the con- 
trary, we find a great Dulnefs on our Spirits, 
which we are apt to account Hardneſs of 
Heart; and we cannot mourn with ſuch 


| Tenderneſs over our Sins, as we have done. 


Hereupon we doubt of the Sincerity or Suffi- 
cienty of our Repentance: We fear our ſelves 
to be of the Numher of thoſe Temporary 
Profelytes, whom our Lord deſigned by the 
Stony Ground, (Matth. xiii.) ſuch who believe, 


Aud rejoice in Hope, only for a Time. Again, 


revolving in our Minds our former Falls, and 
the-Strength of our Corruptions ſtill, we are 
apt to entertain ſuch melancholy and de- 
ſponding Thoughts in Spirituals, as were 
thoſe of David's in another Caſe, I ſhall one 
Day periſn by the Hand of Saul. Theſe are 
Grounds of great Sadneſs, and ſore Lets to 
Chriſtian Perfection. But when once Chriſt 
ſnall have deliver'd us from the Burden of 
Corruption, we ſhall immediately find our 
ſelves at Eaſe and Reſt, in a State of Safety 
and Security from all Dangers, and paſt, not 
only Sinning, but the Fear of it. All theſe, 
and any other like moleſting Anxieties, the 
ſeparate Eſtate ſets us above. 


S 4 3. The 
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3. The laſt ſort of Hindrances I ſhall men- 
tion, are, the Interruptions and Diſturbances 
the Soul receives from the Senſes; it can 
ſcarce be determined, whether our Eyes and 
Ears give us more Aſſiſtance towards taking 
in of Knowledge, than Hindrances many times 
in digeſting thoſe imperfe& Notices they take 
in, and in purſuing our Notions and Con- 
templations: How frequently comes it to 
paſs, that having ſet our ſelves, I will not ſay * 
to ſtudy, but even to pray, or to meditate oa 
Heavenly and Divine Things, ſome unto- 
ward, unſeaſonable Object is caſt in by Senſe, 
which turns off J hought, and diverts the Soul 
clearly from its purpoſe ; ſtops and checks 
it in its Motion, and quite puts it out of its 
Road ; and either ſcatters or ſtrikes dead all 


| happy Cogitation and Devotion. 


Now of all theſe, and the like numberleſs 
Infelicities, Intanglements and Incumbrances, 
is the Spirit diveſted in its ſeparate Eſtate. 
And being thus ſet free, 

II. It ſoon arrives at a Perfection of its ratio» 
nal Faculty, which immediately becomes fur- 
niſh'd with the moſt agreeable and felicita- 
ting Habits. 

1. As to the Underſtanding. It cannot be 
by us, in our preſent State conceived, what 
ſpeedy and vaſt Progreſs the Soul will make 
in Knowledge, when it ſhall be thus enfran- 
chiſed and ſet at liberty. Nothing in that 
State can hinder its diſcurſive Powers, that it 
ſhould not from one Truth known, immedi- 
ately infer many others; or rather ( uno in- 
Sw. he FT ruits) 
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tuitu) behold an endleſs Train of Con- 
ſequents. ne 
But it is to be conſidered, the Spirits 


juſt Men cannot go out of the World * 


ſeſs'd of the Notice only of one or two 
ſiagle Truths: They have long been endow- 
ed with what the wile Agar ſtyles the Knows 
ledge of the Holy. ( | he inſight into that Bo- 
dy, and variety of Truths, which made 
them wiſe unto Salvation.) And from ſuch 
plenteous Stock of Principles, how: infinite 
will ſoon be the Inferences ! At leaſt, how 
vaſtly various the Improvements, which ſuch 
Minds, advanced now into the Sphere of In- 
telligences, will make, draw, and accumu- 
late? And beſides the Stock of Knowledge, 
they carry hence with them, what Numbers 
of new Objects will entertain them in that 
World of Spirits? The innumerable Company 
of Angels; the general Aſſembly, and Church 
of the firſt Born: (Patriarchs, and Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Martyrs, and Confeſſors,) But a- 
bove theſe, God, the Judge of all, and Jeſus, 
the Mediator of the New-Covenant : Dear Je- 
ſus) Who loved us, and Redeemed us with his 
Bloo ; (that long'd for SpeQacle) his glo- 
rious Perſon, ſhall then the Eyes of our Soul 
behold. We ſhall alſo then know what that 
Spirit 1s, which has dwelt in our Hearts, and 
anctified us: And we ſhall have an intelle- 
cual Viſion of the Ancient of Days, the E- 
ternal and Almighty Father. We ſhall then 
ſee clearly through all the Riddles and 
Myſteries of our Faith. Nay, Faith ſhall be 
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no more, becauſe Sight ſhall be in its om. 


Truly, when I deeply think on theſe thin 3 | 


it ſeems to me worth one's labour to die, 


merely to be able to frame but one direck 


and proper Conception What God is; of 
whoſe Eſſence here we can, for the main, 


only frame ſome negative Notions, that is, 


rather ſay what He is not, than what He is: 
But one Minute of Eternity (pardon the 
Expreſſion)” will then inform us more, than 
all Ages of Time have here done. The La- 
men Gloriæ, which inquiſiti ve Wits have talk- 
ed of, but the deepeſt Heads ſeem not to 
know what here to make of, will indeed 
ſoon ſhew us a new Univerſe of Wonders. 
Thus briefly as to the Perfection of the Or- 
derſtauding. 

II. As to the Will: That ſhall. then 
ſectly follow the Conduct of this raiſed ud 
Heavenly enlightned Judgment : That ſhall 
no longer | diſpute its Dictates, or in the 
leaſt hang back,. Indeed it will be wholly 
transform'd into Love; into the Love of 
God and Chriſt, and Angels, and Saints ; 
and amongſt the laſt, "even of the Saints 
too that are on Earth. There will be no 
deſire of any other Things, but what are 
enjoy'd, unleſs it be of a e. 

old Friend, its fallen Body, and the ga- 
thering together, or compleating the Num- 
ber of the Faithful. The ſeparate Spirit 
may perhaps, nay, muſt in courſe of Nature, 
earneſtiy coure' to be cloathed upon with 


its 


union to the 
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its Houſe which is from Hewven': To have 
its late Corruption, put on Incorrupt ion; and 
the whole Man entirely to be with the Lord. 
But even this deſire ſhall be without Pain 
or Impatience; with the higheſt Submiſſion 
to, and Complacency in, the Will of God, 
till the happy Day of Accompliſhment come. 
There will be no Deſire, which will not re- 
ſolve- it felf into Delight: And every 
act of Deſire, will meet with infinite Satis- 
faction in the Sight of God: And that ſight 
ſtill ĩiaflame new Deſires: And thus a conſtant 
Circulation of Delight, and Deſire, and Satis- 
faction be maintained, till all be conſummated 
at the Reſurrection, and thence to Eternity. 
O the Depth of the Riches of the Goodneſs, 
and Grace, and Glory of God! Thus briefly 
as to the Per fection of the Wil. 

. Laſtly, We may yet conceive of a third 
Faculty, even in the ſeparate Saul, and that 
is Memory and Conſcience; as Conſcience will 
then fignthe a laſt iug Senſe of what we have 
done in the Body. Now, Tay, that in the 
future bleſled Eſtate, even this ſhall be per- 
fected. That is, al evil Conſcience, (all Con- 
ſcience of Guilt) all Sin ſhall be waſhed a- 

way with the Blood of the Lamb. The pe- 
nal Senſe or Memory of Sin, ſhall” be entirely 
taken off and extinct. Only we may con- 
ceive ſo much © Remembrance of our own 
Vilenels to remain, as may ſerve, amidſt all 
our Glories, to raiſe in us a higher Admi- 
ration of the moſt glorious Goodneſs of God, 
and mcre paſſionate Love of Chriſt. Thus 

| in 
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in the Revelation, while the Angels cry, Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, the Four and 
Twenty Elders fall down before him that ſits 
on the Throne, and worſhip him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and caſt their Crowns before the 
Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to re- 
ceive Glory, and Honour, and Power: For Thou 
haſt created all Things, and for thy Pleaſure 
they are and were created, Rev. IV. 10, 17. 
They remember themſelves naturally vile; 
however, now Crown'd and Glorious. Th 
Adore, Love, and Praiſe the God that has 
made them otherwiſe than they were by Na- 
ture; and lay all their Glories at the Feet of 
him who gave them. But, I ſay, all uneaſie 
Memory ot Sin, and even of their Infirmities, 
while they were here below, will be baniſh- 
ed. The Comfort of their good Works will 
ſtick. Theſe follow them, even in Death, (Rev. 
xiv. 13.) and the ſolace of a good Conſcience 
adyances into joy unſpeakable, and full of 
Glory. Thus as to the Perfection of the 
Faculties of the ſeparate Spirits of Juſt Men 
made perfect. 
Before we proceed further, ſomething 
ſhould be ſaid, that beſides the old Faculties 
which we now have, we do not know but 
we may bave ſome new ones added, ſuitable 
to that new World into which we enter : 
It ſeems to me yery probable we ſhall. Bur 
of theſe Things we can yet only make con- 
jectures: Howe ver, a Word in brief, as to 
the Perfection of their Graces. 
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Some Graces, even amongſt them that ſeem 
here of the firſt Magnitude, there are, 
which in their own Nature argue Imperfectiion; 
ſuch are Faith, and Hope, and Patience, and 
Long - ſuffering, and ſome like them. Now al 
theſe, by — 2 of the Perfection of the Fu- 
ture Condition, ſhall ceaſe and be changed in- 
to what is agreeable to Perfection. Faith 
will paſs into Viſion: What we now believe, 
we ſhall then ſee; and ſo the Evidence of 
Things not ſeen, will be at an end. Hope will 
paſs into Enjoyment, and being poſſeſt of 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, we ſhall 
hope no more. ExpeQation, in which the 
Nature of Hope eſſentially lies, muſt in ſuch 
caſe be needs at anend. Patience of Evils, 
can there have no Place, where no Evil dwells, 
nor bearing with one anothers Infirmities 
when all our Infirmities (perſonal and ſocial, 


or both our and our Brethrens,) are taken 


away. And ſo of other like Graces. But the 
greateſt of all Graces is Charity; Which will 
then and ever remain; aud that in a moſt 
exalted Eſtate. Our Love to God will not 
then be that faiat, dull, poor, forced com- 
pound of Warmth and Indifferency it is now. 
It will thea be all pure and perpetual Flame. 
Our Love to Mankind, will not be that nar- 
row-hearted ſtingy Affection, which here be- 
gins with Self, and too much confines it ſelf 
thereto; but as far as finite Beings are capa- 
ble thereof, of the ſame Comprehenſion 
with God's Love. We ſhall ſee by the light 


of his Glory, and love by the ö 
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his Philanthropy, or by a Sympathy with his 
eternal Good-Will towards Mankind. 

I have thus endeavoured, as I am able, to 
ſtate the firſt Point, or reſolve the firf Dif- 
ficulty propoſed ; namely, to what Perfection 
the Spirits of Juſt Men, while ſeparated from 
their Bodies, may be conceived to attain. 

The Second is, 

What Happineſs their Society can there be to 
their Chriſtian Brethren, when gathered to 
them ? 

And for reſolving hereof, I lay this for 
a Foundation, which, for the preſent, I muſt 
take for a certain Truth, becauſe 1 cannot 
ſtand particularly to prove it : Namely, that 
the Saints ſhall aſſuredly know one another 
in the future World. Indeed, I judge it unque- 
ſtionably true,and that as well of theW icked,as 
of the Juſt. But I have no occa ſion at preſent 
to ſpeak, touching the former. The Saints, I 
ſay, ſhall not only renew all their virtnous 
Acquaintances, and old Friendſhips, even af- 
ter the Grave, but contract new ones. We 
ſhall know Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, 
Moſes, and Elias, and the Prophets; St. Peter 
and St. Paul, and the beloved Diſciple,and all thoſe 
ancient Witneſſes of the Faith, who here, many 
of them, wander d about in Deſarti, and Mountains, 
and Caves of the Earth; ſome of them cloathed 
in Sheep Skins and Goat Skins, deſtitute, afflifted, 
tormented ; others of them naked, and cold, 
and hungry, of whom the World was not worthy. 


But God has provided, that without us even $4. 


ſhould not be made perfect, Heb. xi. alt. No 
this 
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this being laid as a Foundation, we may con- 
ceive, amongſt other Particulars, that the 
Society of the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
fect will contribute to our Happineſs, even 
when glorified ia the Three following 
Points. Fat 7 

I. It will be one degree of Happineſs, to 


be free from the Sollicitude we are apt to re- 


tain for the Condition, Good, and Welfare 
of many of our Chriſtian Friends. There 
are divers perhaps now Dead, whom in 
Life we dearly loved, and touching the Con- 
dition of whoſe Souls we have many times 


} Fear and Anxiety: Though ſometimes a- 


| 


gain, as we have reaſon, we conceive great 


hopes touching their Happineſs, When there- 
fore we ſhall find them as happy as our 


| ſelves, | inſtated as Co-heirs with our Lord 


' Chriſt Jeſus in his Kingdom, all ſuch Sollici- 
- tude muſt ceaſe. That painful Anxiety, 
| with which poſſibly we may go out of the 
| World, touching the Perſeverance and final 
Salvation of ſome we leave behind us, in the 


midſt of a wicked and adulterous Generzti- 
on, (amidſt the Temptations and Violence 
of the World, obnoxious to the Malice of 


the Devil, and the Deceitfulneſs of Sin,) the 
Fears, leſt by any or all theſe they ſhould 
| miſcarry (all this Trouble and Concern,which 
| our Love to them gives us for them,) will, I 
| ſay, be removed; and as we reſt from our 
Labour, ſo we ſhall be at reſt from thoſe 


Cares too. This certainly is a degree of Fe- 
licity, for which many of us (many a 2 
| er 
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der hearted Parent, (many Husbands and 
Wives, many pious Souls in other Relations) 
would give a World if they had it af pre- 
ſent to be ſure of. This is the firſt Point. 

II. In as much as Charity will be there. 
moſt perfect, the Society of that holy Mol- 
titude muſt vaſtly enlarge our otherwiſe pri- 
vate Joys. It is the Nature of Charity, ſays 
the Apoſtle, (1 Cor. xiii. 4.) That it is kind; 
that it envieth not; that it ſeeketh not its own ; 
that it rejoiceth not in Evil, but certainly there- 
fore rejoiceth in others Good. When there- 
fore we ſhall ſee the whole Body of the Faith- 
ful all bleſſed about us, in that immenſe Cir- 
cle of Light, their Bliſs will, as by Sympa- 
thy, increaſe our own, and we ſhall ſhine the 
Brighter by the vicinity of their Glories. 

III. Foraſmuch as according to Humane 
Speaking, and even Underſtanding, the more 
there are in Heaven of the Spirits of Juſt 
Men made perfect, the greater muſt be the 
Glory of the moſt high God; it will prove 
on this Account an increaſe of our Joys in 
Heaven, that by their Society the Glory of 
God is increaſed, To raiſe the Glory of 
God to the greateſt Pitch, to ſet forth his 
Name, and bring Credit to our holy Reli- 
gion, ever has been, is, and will be the 
grand Deſign and Endeavour of all holy Men 
on Earth. | 

When therefore their Souls ſhall be receiv- 
ed into their Father's Houſe, and ſhall there 
join with the vaſt Fraternity and TOY 


of Saints and Angels, whoſe incefſant Bu 


neſs 


James Bonnell Eſq; 
neſs it is to, give Glory unto God, this bleſ- 
ſed Company muſt needs inhance their Joys. 


It has been ſweet to them many a time to 


give God Praiſe, even by themſelves, on their 
Knees in their Cloſets 3 yet a much greater 
Joy, to praiſe Him with-their Chriſtian Bre- 
thren in the great Congregation : But when 
they ſhall be taken into the heavenly Quire, 
and be taught by Saints, as well as Angels, to 
ſing his Praiſe, here will be a Congregation 
2 — indeed Who can expreſs 
what Joy: this muſt fill ſuch Souls with? This 
is matter of Joy to the very Anglia Hea- 
ven: They (ſays our Lord in the Goſpel,) 


| rejoice at the Converſion of a Sinner, and much 


more then muſt we, at the Salvation of ſo 
many Sinners, (that have been but in that 
State happily chang d) and at their mutual 
glorifying God with us. 


: * 


I have thus eadeavour'd (according to what 
of Time I have had to conſider, and what I 
have of Ability to comprehead, L have, I ſay, 
endeavoured) faithfully to repreſent the Per- 
fections of ſeparate holy Souls, and how the So- 
ciety of one another. adds to each other's Bliſs. I 
am ſenſible I have come much ſhort of ſo 
great a Subject. Words cannot expreſs it, no 
nor Thoughts reach it. Eye has not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, neither bas it entred into the. Heart of 
Man, the Things which God has prepared for them 
that love Him, 1 Cor. ii. 9. 
If our dear Brother (whoſe earthly Part 
lies here before us,) could hear how I have 
ſpoken of the Things, though I have endea- 
| 5 3 voured 
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voured to take the higheſt and boldeſt Flights, 
which with Sobriety I could, yet could he, 
I ſay, now, after his ſhort Experience of that 
bleſſed Perfection, hear what I have ſaid, and 
together conceive what Notions you have 
framed thereof, how would he pity us all, 
groping thus in the Dark, diſcourſing and 
Thinking of heavenly Perfection, juſt as Men 
born Blind do of Lights; or as thoſe who ne- 
ver ſaw * thing but Midnight, would do of 
the Sun walking in hisN6oti-Day's brightneſs. | 
How would he, if not reprove our Miſtake, 
yet help our Errors — Eja ſequor l truſt 
we ſhall all follow him into like Ferfection, 


* 


and then ſee alſo. 00G 


Would here willingly ſtop, or draw a 

Curtain, for that Fam not able to deline- 
ate to the Life, ſo much of real Worth, and 
true Chriſtianity, ſuch Prudence and Temper, 
fuch Heavenly-mindedneſs, and ſerious Senſe 
of Religion, as well as exactneſs in the out- 
ward Offices of it, as dwelt in our deceaſed | 
Brother. Verily, he was rather a Subject for 
Admiration and Wonder, than for Commen- 
dations. I had almoſt ſaid, he was above Praiſe. 
Such Charity to the Bodies; ſuch Care and 
Compaſſion to the Souls of Men; ſuch Integri- 
ty and Uprigbtneſs in his Dealing, and 
ſuch ſtrange Abilities for the Diſpatch of Bt 
ſineſs; ſuch a Self-denying Spirit and ſtrict 


Retiredneſs, yet fuch Conftancy in doing wy 
publick Good; ſuch Readineſs to oblige all, ry 


yet ſuch Sincerity in his Priendfhip, it is _ 
eaſie 


| 


' flom-Houſe, during the worſt Part of the laſt 


of James Bonnell Bſq, 


| eaſie to find: 1 ſincerely profeſs, I know not 
| where, in the preſent Age, to meet with, eve- 


ry way, the like Man. In a Word, a Perſon 
ſo accompliſht for the Publick Employments 
he ſuſtained, yet no leſs accurate in his Du- 


ties to God, to his Neighbour, and Himſelf, 
I fear ſcarce an Age may ſhew. This be ſpo- 
ken in general as to the Bulk of his Excellen- 
| cies and whole Converſation. 


As to ſome Particulars of his Life, (for 


to all Tcannot ſpeak,) there are Two, which 


F ſhall take notice of. The Fir of them is 
indeed ſuch, in which (according to the Judg- 
ments of ſome fierce Men,) he needs to be 
vindicated. He held (or rather, he was in a 
ſort by force kept in) his Place at the Cu- 


Reign. Touching this, I will only read to 
yon part of a Letter, which 1 this- Day re- 
ceived from a Perſon of known Worth and 
Integrity. I can ſpeak nothing therein of 
my own Knowledge, for all  Correſponden- 
cy, even by Letters, was then-cut off between 
my dear Friend and me, The Letter, after 
à modeſt Excuſe, which indeed it needed not, 
relates: That he happened to be continu- 
« ed in his Employment at the Ceſtom Houſe, 
© hecauſe (at that time) they could not be 
« without his Knowledge in the Revenue 
«© but how he did employ his Time, and the 
& Intereſt he had amongſt that ſort then in 
« Power, is to none better known (faith the 
« Writer) than to my ſelf : He was emi- 
* nently Charitable, and uſeful to the poor 
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« oppreſt Proteſtants 3 both thoſe who had 
« liv'd in the City, and others who fled 
c for Refuge; and made ſo great Uſe of the 
« Opportunities he had to relieve and aſſiſt 
« them, that it was more than one half of 
« his Buſineſs to run about and act in their 
ce behalf. What Income he had by his Em- 
« ployment, he ſcattered abroad amongſt 
ce them, and ſought out Occafions for ſo do- 
« ing; and very often ran Hazards-in Preſ- 
<« ſing their Sufferings, to the Reproach of 
te a malicious and revengeful People, who had 
t robb'd and abus'd them. We were daily 
ce together in one Corner or other, (as we 
« durſt without Oblervance,) and I am ſure 
« he valued nothing more than the Good 
« he could do (in that ſad time, ) to all 
« that wanted his Help. I might enlarge 
c upon this Subject, but it may be need- 
« Jeſs: He is gone to his Reward in tha 
« Heavenly Kingdom. W 
Thus my Voucher. | 
I have all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve this Relation; and I here ſolemnly de- 
clare, I do: It holds ſuch proportion with the 
Temper of his Life, known to me. And 
this both ſufficiently vindicates, and together 
highly commends onr deceaſed Friend in that 
diſmal Juncture. | 
The other Particular relates to God's eſpe- 
cial Providence to him on his Death- bed. Is 
ſo came to paſs, that from his firſt taking his 
Bed, his Head, of all Parts, was moſtly ſeiz- 
d, and though he had frequent and 290g 
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lucid Intervals, yet he too often wanted what 
we call ſane Memory: But how often, none 
knew ſo well, as She who beſt knew him, and 
was of any, moſt conſtantly with him. Strang- 
ers,who are not acquainted with the Circum- 


ſtances and private Converſation of People, 


when in their Healths, are apt to miſtake ma- 
ny Speeches or Sayings of theirs in Sickneſs, 
and upon approaching Death, eſpecially if un- 


uſual; and this befel the Deceaſed. Divers 


Viſitants and People about him on his Death- 
Bed, mifinterpreting many Things he ſpoke 
to his Wife, to have been delirious, which ſhe 
knew to be only the pious Breathings of his 
Soul. Notwithſtanding,it muſt beſconfeſt, that 


ſometimes during his Sickneſs, by the Inter- 


ruption of his Reaſon, through his Diſeaſe, 


we loſt what perhaps wonld have been the 
' moſt glorious Scene of bis Life. For from a Soul 


of ſuch ſtanding in Chriſt, and fo long practi- 
ſed in all Chriſtian Virtues, (and more eſpeci- 
ally in all the Parts of Godlineſs, and in the 


ſeveral kinds of devout Exerciſes, from ſuch a 


Soul, I ſay) many Inſtances of great Peace and 


Joy in the Holy Choſt; of the Aſſurances of 


God's Love, and Foretaſts of Heaven; many 
exalted Ejaculations, and almoſt ſeraphick 
Strains of Praiſe,(haply even Raptures and Ex- 
taſie) might have been expected: Not to 
mention Counſels and Directions to Friends, 
poſſibly ſome peculiar Commands alſo to cer- 
tain of them : Exhortations and Admonitions 
to ſuch attending him that needed them, and 
paſſionate Atteſtations to the Truth of Reli- 
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— unto all; together with exemplary 


ying Recommendations of thoſe he left be- 
hind him to God: Theſe, and many like Ad- 
vantages, which none but Souls like his knew 
how to value, we loſt by this unhappy Affecti. 
on of his nobleſt Part. But it was God's 
Hand, and more a Puniſhment to Us, than to 
Him; for, bleſſed be our good God, he died 
in perfect Peace. 

Yet upon this, there is one Obſervation, 
which I cannot forbear making, that may be 
for the ſpiritual Benefit of us all. It pleaſed 
God ſo to govern his Tongue, and, as far as 
could be perceived, his very Thoughts, un- 
der all thoſe diſcompoſed Paroxiſms or Emo- 
tions of Mind, that nothing came from him 
any wiſe unbecoming a Chriſtian of the moſt 
heavenly Temper. All that was heard from 
him, was either Prayers or Invitations there- 
to, or Arithmetical Accompts: That is, he 
was, even in his Deliriums, either employed 
as a devout Perſon in the Exerciſe of his Re- 
ligion, or as a diligent Officer in the Diſ- 
charge of his Calling and honeſt Buſineſs. A 
rare Providence ! and ſuch as ſhould reach 
us all two Things. 

1. How happy it is to be, in our Health, 
diligent in the Works of our Chriſtian and 
common Calling. It may, in the very unhap- 
— and moſt dangerous Part of our Lives, 
ave an Influence upon us, or move God fo 
to commiſerate us, that in a dying, and even 
doting Hour, we no wiſe diſnonour Him, but 
our very lafirmities may prove good * 
3 3 As x *» 22 t 
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2. It ſhoyld further teach us, be we of 


what Condition ſoe ver, not to put off any 
Preparation for Death to the laſt. If ſuch a 


Perſon as this was, ſo Upright and Innocent, 
ſo Religious and Devout, ſo Temperate, nay 


even Abſtemiq us, had but little more than 


lucid Intervals on his Death- bed; what may 


they expect, who have ſcarce ever ſeriouſſy 
entertained the Thoughts of God, or their 
Duty? Who at Night ſeldom go to Bed ſo- 
ber? Or in the Day-time live regularly ma- 
ny Hours in all their Life? And if theſe 
ſhould then want the Uſe of Reaſon, how can 
they prepare for another World? Repen- 
tance is a long and ſerious Work, to Men of 
readieſt and largeſt Parts, of moſt compoſed 
Minds, hard to be performed as it ſhould be. 


We have been a long time committing Sius, 


and that in great Variety, and cannot poſ- 
ſibly in a few Moments look over all that has 
been ſo long in doing. A general Repen- 
tance will not ſerve for all Sins. Many re- 
guire- particular Tears, Humiliation, Acts 
of Faith, Charity, Recogciliation with, or 
Satisfaction to our Neighbours. Ah! con- 
ſider all ye vain ones, how can all this be done 
on a Death-bed, andin a few Hours, yea, 


though it ſhould happen you had Days in a 


few Days? The good God grant all may 

take Warning early. | 
There are other things I ſhould have taken 
notice of, as to the Memory of our dear 
Brother deceaſed. But poſſibly ſome may 
thiak I am too mych a Friend to be impartial. 
T 4 And 
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And I confeſs Iam otherways unfit for Pant. 
gyricks I am ſure lam unable for ſuch Per- 
formance on this Occaſion. I therefore 
conclude, commending him as a Pattern of 
moſt univerſal Virtue to all your Imitation; 
and beſeeching God, that being admoniſh'd 
by this Inſtance of Mortality, we may all of 
us, if not in the Days of our Youth, (for thoſe 
are paſt with many of us) yet in the Time of our 
Health and Vigour, in the Time of our ſound- 
eſt Reaſon and beſt Judgment, remember our 
Creator, acquaint our ſelves with God, and make 
our Peace with Him; live always prepared for 
our Lord's Coming, whenſoever and how ſo- 
ever he ſhall call us hence; that ſo at laſt, 
when we are taken away, and our Bodies re- 
turn to the Duſt as they were, our Souls may be 
gathered to the Spirits of Juſt Men made per- 
fe, as I doubt not this our Brother's is. 
Amen, Amen, good Lord. 
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Remedies againſt Pride and Vanity, p. 100, 101 

Uſing his Voice in private __ was ſometimes 
of great Vſe to keep his Thoughts attentive, 


102 

Why by doing our Alms openly we have 1 Re- 
ward, 103 
God principally regards the inward Graces of 
our Minds, ibid. 
Of Secrecy in doing Religious Actions, p. 105 
Meditations thereupon, | P.106 


| 3 P. 
Pride is the Sting of all Affliction, ibid. 
Why People ſo much reſent Injuries, p. 110 
a | He 


A Prayer 
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He conſt antly endeauuur d after a meek and 


mortify d Spirit, P. 11 


' His Patience, | P- 112 
His Submiſſion to the Will of God 2 every. 


Dif, TI, Pen and . P- 


His Self-Denial, P» 122 
He conſtantly laboured after an unconcern d In- 
—— to the World, ibid. 
The Advantages of denying our ſelves in ſmall 

Matters, p. 122, 124 


How he diſcharg'd the Duty 0 Prayer, p. 128 
A Letter to a Friend op t e Subject of private 
Prayer p- 130 

He had 1 Prayers in his Family, 132 

He was conſtant at the Prayers of ng 

133 

The unſcaſouable Salutations, wherein N. many 

allow themſelves in Time of Divine N 


were always 4 great Trouble to © WEI 
740 by him at Church before abe 


Prayer beg an, p- 134 
He — a bigh Eſteem for the Liturgy — our 
| Church, = | I 3K 
How goed Men may be ſaid to pray by - Spi- 

| rit, P · 136 
Of of the true and falſe Signs of Devotion, p. 
139 


His Complaints of being diſturb'd with wan- 
dring Thoughts in Prayer, with the Remedies 
be preſcribes againſt them, 15. [422 

146, 1 


A- con * uſed by Mr. Bonne ll, ſured 


either 


2. 
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either for Morning or Evening, p. 156 


| Short Prayers uſed by him at ſeveral times of 


the D 5 &c. X 8 P. 159, Cc. 
His Conſtancy and Behaviour at the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, p. 163 
His Opinion of Rneeling at the Sacrament, p. 
| Mig 
Meditations on the Sacrament, 168, 172, 
L bt 1 176 


Of praying to God and our Saviour for Pardon, 
by his Agony and bitter Sufferings, the 
Meaning thereof, P. 168 
A Prayer with reſpect to every part ef our Sa- 
viour's bitter Paſſion, 1 . 172 
He was 4 _— Obſerver of the Lord's 
Day, p. 17 His Judgment ef the Ne- 
ceſſity thereof, ü 7. 5%. 16-608 
He obſerved the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church, 
in UN p. 183, 186 


The Beginning of the Religious Societies in 


Dublin; of which My. Bonnell was à very 
eat Encourgger, as be was of thoſe for Re- 
ormation of Manners, © . p. 191 
He was a great Promoter of Religious Conver- 
ſation, p. 192, 253. A Letter to 4 Friend 
concerning the Manner thereof, p. 19 
How he per form d the Duties we owe to ou 
ſelves, N ; P- 196 
Meditations on the Government of the Pa moon 
| . 197, 19 
Meditations againſt the Sin of Coveronſneſs, 
| | P- 200, 204 
His Temperance and Purity, p. 208 
How he perform'd the Duties we owe to our 


Neigh- 
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Neighbours, 119-7432 159 han 
His Juſtice and Integrity, p. 209. He c- 
fin'd the Profits of bis Place entirely to the Sa- 
lary allom d by the King, © p. 209 
His Care of Orphans, p- 211 

Hi., Juſtice to Mens Charactors and Reputati- 
on, p- 211 
His Charity, p- 212 
— To Mens Souls, expreſs'd by continual diſ- 
perſing good Books, p. 212 
Ie the Afflicted, P- 213 
w——In Reproving, and his Succeſs therein, p- 
214, 253 


. the Poor: He gave away an eighth 
Part of his yearly Income, and ſometimes 
 ſav'd nothing at all, p. 219% 
. Enemies, p. 217. Meditations on the 
Forgiveneſs of Enemies, 219, 221 
e thoſe who differ d from him in Religion, 
p. 222 
His Reſignation, when under a Profpett of loſing 
bis Place, . 
He heartily bewaild the Diviſions which prevail 
among Chriſtians, 4 EP P- 225 
His Principle and Practice, with reſpect to the 
Diviſions of the Church, P- 229 
His Deſcription of Charity, P- 230 
Mr. Bonnell was 4 moſt ſincere, faithful, and 
zealous Friend. Of the Qualifications of 4 


true Friend, p. 231 
His Behaviour to his ſeveral Relations, p. 234 
— T o bis Parents, © | ibid. 
— . bis Governours, P- 235 
1 bis Wife, _ 
—To 
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=——To his Servants, P. 236 
His Character in ſhort,” + \ P. 237 
Inferences from the Whole, _ | P- 240 
The Character of 4 Church f England Aan, 

| P. 243 


A Sermon preach'd at his Funeral, P. 25 
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